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ftverscein^, on the Laucasterlim plan, per-

Jiaps not above 50 boys. But though it is left

to the Presbytery to sustain or reject the
teacliers presented to them by the Visitors or

committee of supply, and though nearly the
>vliole of the Scotch population are Presby-
terians, and though the Kirk is and has been
for centuries, by law, the established Church,
of Scotland ; yet the parochial Schools are
not, as you say, " placed under the immediate
miperiniendance of the clergy," if the Edin-
burgh Reviewers, who, I dare say know as

much about their own church and schools as

an Episcopal clergymzin does—may be credit-

ed; for say they—" The Presbyterian religion

was established before the Act passed for put-
ting the blessed system of parish schools in
activity. Nor do the Presbyterian clergy in-

ierfi'vCy except most remotely, toith the schools

.even noio." (E. .11. for Aug. 1825, p. 454.)

—

Such sir, is the system of education to which
Scotland owes her high reputation for intel-

lectual improvement, and such is the system
' ofeducation we would advocate in Canada

—

a system established by Acts of our Provin-
cial Legislature—a system on an economical
plan—a system conformable to the wishes of
the great mass of the population—a system
proinoted by thewwferfeflbrtsof the laity and
clergy (of every denomination, no matter,
the principle is the same)-a system, in imme-
diately superintending the schools of which
the different bodies of clergy will " not in-

terfere, except most remotely"—a system
which will afford a school to every neiglibour-

. hood or parish, and bring the blessings ofedu-
cation to every family throughout the Pro-
vince—a system which is like to immortalize
the United States (1)—a system the princi-
ples ofwhich you recognize In refering to the
Edinburgh University—a system, which, if

adopted, will at no distant tlay, make Cana-
da an ornament to the British Empire, and
fill every habitation with joy and gladness.
But, sir, in order to introduce thi« blessed

,
system, the present Charter ofyour Universi-
ty must be cancelled, which has deception,
misrepresentation and calumnvfor its founda-
tion—apparent extravagance for its introduc-
tion—an aspiring and ambitious clergy for its

solepovcrnnrsand conductors, to the entire
exclusion of oil others of every description

—

which is opposed to the decisions of our Pro-
vincial Parliament, and to the general v/ish-

esof the people—which is unsuitable to tlieir

condition, at variance Avith their common in-

terests, ard dangerous to their political, civil,

and religious liberties.

Rev. Sir, I have now done. The foregoing
investigations have been as painful to me, as

thxy can possibly be unpleasant to you.

—

" But though I love Caiser, I love Rome
more.'* Justice to myself, to the church of
Avhich 1 am a member, and to the Country
that gave me bLth,has imposed upon me the
arduous and 'disagreeable task, whif.h I

have thus endeavoured, to the best of my
feeble ability and unfavourable circumstanc-

es, faithfully to discharge. In doing this, I

can confidently say, that I have not been, to

my knowledge, influenced by any personal

feeling, with any private animosity. The
cause I consider a public one, and, as you
very justly observe, *' never ought to inter-

fere with the charities of social life."

While as an Ecclesiastical Establishment,

I oppose your church, as a Church, or " con-
gregation of believers," (to use the words of

your l9th article) I pray God to give it pros-

perity. While as a public man, pursuing
your present measures, I feel myself in duty
bound decidedly to difler from you; as a pri-

vate individual, I entreat the smiles of Hea-
ven upon yourself and family. With some
of the clergymen and many exemplary and
highly respectable members of your cHurch,
I have the pleasure ofa personal acquintancc,
and am happy to call them my friends; and
it is my sincere prayer to Almighty God,
that all our errors and improprieties may be

corrected and forgiven, and that it may be
your and my portion, and that of 'all with
whom we may be respectively blended in

church fellowship, to be enabled to say at

oui approaching departure

—

" I have fought

the good fight, I have kept the faith, and
henceforth there is a crown of life laid up

for me, which the Lord the Righteous Judge
shall give me in that day."

I have the honour to be.

Rev. Sir, Your Humble Servant,

EGERTON RYERSON
Cobourg, 14th June, 1828,
(1) "Too mnch praise (says the Edinbur«h Rc'

view, for July, 1824, p, 482,) cannot be given to the

Americans for their creat attention to the subject cf

education. They quite put into the back ground, ev-

ery thing which has been done in the Old World fir
j

the improvement of the lower orders, and confer di"

rcrvedly upon themselves, the charvicter of a wisf;

,

reilecti'ig, and virtuous people."
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