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VTACOt'STA, OR, THE fP.OPHEOY.

Wliile in the act of raisfnoj Yicr, the terrible Wacousta stood at liis side, his

vast chest heaving forth a laugh of mingled rngc and contempt. Before tho

officer could extricate, with a view of defending himself, his arms were pinion-

ed as though in a vice ; and ere he could recover from his surprise, hv felt

himself lifted up and thrown to a considcra>»le distance. When he opened his

eyes a moment afterwards, he was lying suui'l the moving feet of his own men.
From the instant of the closing of the unfortunate Valletort with his enemy,

the Indians, hastening to the assistance of their chief, had come up, and a de-

sultory fire had already commenced, diverting, in a great degree, the atteniii>n

of the troops from tlie pursued. Emboldened by this new aspect of things

Wacousta now deliberately grasped the rille that had been abandoned by
Johnstone; i»nd raising it to his soulder, fired among the group collected on

the ramparts. For a moment he watched the result of his shot, and then,

pealing forth another fierce yell, he ).urled the now useless weapon into the

very heart of his pursuers ; and again raising Clara m his arms, once more
commenced his retreat, whicli, under cover of the fire of his party, was easily

effected.
" Who has fallen ?" demanded the governor of his adjutant, perceiving that

some one had been hit at his side, yet without taking his eyes off" his terrible

eneny.
*' Mr. Delme, sir," was the reply. " He has been shot through the heart,

and his men are bearing him from tlie rampart."
" This must not be," resumed the governor with energy. "Private feelings

mast no longer be studied at the expense of the public good. The pui-suii is

hopeless ; and already too many of my officers liave fallen. Desire the re-

treat to be soimded, 5fr. l^awson. (Captain Wentworth, 1' t one or two r-Dver

ing guns b« brought to bear upon the savages. They are^ gradually incei. i

ing in numbers; and if we delay, the party will be wholly' cut off."

In issuing these orders, Colonel de Haldimar evinced a composcdness tl .t

astonished all who heard him. But although his voice was calm, despair m us

upon his brow. Still he continued to ga/,e fixedly on the retreating form cf

his enemy, until he finally disappeared behind the orchard of the Canndian cf

the Fleur de Lis.

Obeying the summons from the fort, the troops without now commen'^eS
their retreat, bearing off the bodies of their fallen officers and several of cli rr

comrades who had fallen by the Indian fire. There was a show of haiussing

them on their return ; but they were too near the fort to apprelicud much
danger. Two or three well-directed discharges of aa'tillery effectuinlly chctkcvl

the onward progress of the savages ; and, in the course of a njinnto, they ha:l

again wholly disappeared.

In gloomy silence, and with anger and disappointment in their hearts, the

detachment now re-entered the fort. Johnstone was only severely bruised
;

Sir Everard Valletort not dead. Both were convejed to the same rooia,

where they were instantly attended by the surgeon, who pronounced the situ-

ation of the latter hopeless.

Major Blackwater, Captains Blessington and Erskine, Lieutenants Leslia

and Boyce, and Ensigns Fortescue and Summers, were now the only regi-

mental officers that remained of thirteen originally comprising the strength of

the garrison. The whole of these stood grouped around their colonel, who


