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cloth ai'c now larp^ely manufactured and used for this pur-

pose in the United States with very beneficial results.

In commenting on the recent loss of life occasioned by

the panic at the fire at the Exeter Theatre, a well-known

journal, speaking of the various modes of ^troviding for

escape, mentions the case of a man of fashion, a millionaire,

who died not long ago, and says that he would never go to

bed in a strange house without having an apparatus of

knotted rope affixed to a ring in the wall, by which lie

might lower himself to the ground on an emergency. But,

asks the journalist, what if the rope itself took fire ? The

answer naturally is, let it be an asbestos rope, then it will

neither burn nor rot.

The use of the fibre iu the manufacture of gas stoves is too

well known to need any I'cmark.

As a lubricant it is unrivalled.

Another very important use to which it is now being

applied is in the manufacture of filters. These are specially

useful where the liquid to be filtered is of a caustic or

strongly acid nature, or where the filter with residue is to

be ignited without consuming the filter, or where the residue

is to be subsequently dissolved off the filter by acids or

other solvents. In many cases a very finely divided asbestos

is desiralilo. This is accomplished by a p^'ocess recently

patented in Germany by Fr. Ereyer, of Vienna. Tlie

asbestos is first coarsely ground, and then mixed with some

granular crystalline carbonate, which must be soluble in

acids. The carbonate should possess a hardness bet^Teen

3 and 4, 5, according to the mincralogical scale. The

mixture is ultimately ground togetluir in a mill. After-

wards the mass is treated with an acid until the carbonate

has been dissolved out. The escaping carbonic gas causes

the asbestos fibres to be loosened and disintegrated from each

G


