
2:)0 HCiMF-: ANALYSKS OI' NOVA SCOTIA COAI.S,

F'roiii a t!oiiip(aison of the lator witli thn oMcm- ajuilyscs it

will 1)0 soon that thos(> of coal from tlio deopor prjitioris of tho

soanriH show lossoniMl amounts of volatilo comhustihlt! matter,

incr(!asL'(l ])ercenta<^e,s of fixod carl)on, and diminished amounts

of Hul[)hiir and ash. Sjjeakinf,' in jjfencral teiiiis the coal would

appear t(» have developed more into a steam fu(d, tlu! evapora-

tive power hein;^ in a ^^eneral way proportionate to the perctint-

at,o> of (ix(!d carhon.

This would ^ivo the coals as at pres(;nt min(>d a lii;.,'h calorific

power. From analyses hy Mason and Matheson in a paper read

before the Nova Scotia Mininij Socicity, it would a))p(!ar that tho

calorilic powers of coals from tho Sydney coal tit^lds vary from

72.SS to 7()2S ; of Picton coal (sample from lnt(;rcolonial mine)

V,\)(>:\ ; an<l of Sprin^diill coal 7808.

As compared with United States coal they should stand

nearly in the rank of the best ficc burnini; coals of Pennsyl-

vania, Viri^'inia, ami Maryland. Those coals hold from 12 to 21

per cent of volatile matter, and fi-om 69 to 7G percent of Kxed

carbon. The avera<xc contents of the UniLed Slates coals are

from 2i) to .'r> per cent oi volatile! matter and from ")3 to (i7 per

cent of fi.xed carbon. These coals therefore frotn Sprini^diill

should rank foi' steam purposes next to the class which may be

described as the best selected for use on tlie lari,'e ocean

passenjj^er vessels.

I have not at hand any proximate analyses of English coals

to compare with these under consideration. However, takinj^

th(! results obtained in the English Admiralty trials of steam

coals, and comparing the percentage of fixed carbon found in

the trials with the fixed carbon given in these analy.ses, it will

be found that the English and Scotch coals run from 49 to 88

pel- cent as compared with G8.2 per cent in the Springhill coals.

This would give the S[)?inghill coal about tVie same relative

position to the best Welsh coals as has already been assigned to

it in comparison with the best American coals. The evapoi-ativo

power of the Sjiiinghill coals wouhi, from the analyses, stand

higher than that oF the English and Scotch coals, and rank next
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