
Ill till' ApiKMidix iir." two tahuliir Btatciiu'iits (A. iS: 1>.) .slio\viu|i^ the

followiiii^' I'ai'tN ibr each year during livo years :

1. Sittinu's and adjounimouts of the Sriialt', carli so-isioii.

2- (lovornmeut, I'uhlic niid Private liills introduced iv.speclively in

thtt Senate and the House of ('oiiimoiis, eaeii .se.ssi(Mi.

The farts set fortli inthese<'ond lahh- may l)e eoiisiih'red, in a measure,

rosi)onsihie for the faels disclosed ill liie iirsi lal)ie l«ut hy reference to

tlie second tiihie it will he seen that there lias l)eeil a decich'd increase in

the numi)er of piihlic hills initiated in the Senate of late years. In 18lin,

there were 17 government and i)uhlic hills hroiiiiht down to the C'oininons

from the Senate against !) in l«8tj, o in lh«T, and 3 in l«H?<. Uf this

numher, i:i were government bills.

In the ease of Privates Bills, theie has heen no rhange in th(> same
desirable direction. In 1S!)0, I hen- were SI Private ISills introduced in the

Commons and only six presented in tht^ Senate, and of the latter thri'e

were Divorce liills, which have l)eeii always initiated in the upper house.

The same facts are disclosed by reference to the Journals of the Senate for

each session since 18t)7.

It is quite obvious that if the promoters of Private liills are fri<o to

select the House they choose for the initiation of their legislation, they

will, as was tlie case originally in iMigland, always go to the House of

Commons, under the beliel' that if ihey pass the ordeal of that hcjdy, the

consideration in th(S upjjer house will he easy enough and a matter of

secondary importance The question then occurs whether it is possible

or expedient to follow the ICnglish j)ractice and divide legislation between
the chambers witliout reference to the -wishes of iHoinoters.

In England, we have seen the rules provide for:

—

1. The presentation of i)etitions and ])ills at a fixed date, before each

session of Parliament.

2. The examination of bills and petitions by permanent Chairmen of

each House, and by Examiners—all these being officials of the Hou.ses.

This Canadian House of Commons have already the following rule

providing for the printing and the presentation of Bills before the commence-
ment of each session.

" Any person seeking to obtain any' private bill, giving any exclusive

privilege or prolit, or private or coriiornte advantage, or for any amendment
of any ibnner act, shall be required to deposit with the Clerk of (he House,

eiffht days before the meeting of the House, a copy of such bill in the

English and French languages, with a sum sufhcient to pay for translating

and printing the same, etc."

This rule has never been practically enforced. A table in the Appendix

(C) .shows the number of bills sent in to the Clerk of the Commons before

and after the iM'ssion under this rule during the past live years. It is note-

worthy, however, that there appears to have been an improvement u this

direction for the past two years. As a matter of fact, the number sent in

under the rule were on the very eve of the session. The majority still

continue to be presented during the session.

It seems that the Canadian rule should have gone further, and in ac-

cordance with thts I']nglish Standing Order, should have required that

both petition and bill be forwarded at the same time. As the rule is now,

petitions are [ircsented "after the lirst ten days," and private bills " alter

the lirst two weeks of each session "—a term invariably continued for

several weeks, in this case of both petitions and bills, during the session,

on the recommendation of the Committee on Standing Orders.


