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lorm a cabinet. " If 1 had only the hope of forming
another administration," said he, "I woiild have consider-

ed it my duty to do so, " (despatch 3rd. Nov. On the lEt.

January, 1868, the Colonial Office, at London, approved
of his conduct.

All this agrees with the instructions that the colonial

offices gives to its governors. It forbids them to favor

any party at the expense of the tranquillity of the Pro-

vince, and it authoris^^s them to choose, where they
deem best, elements to form a cabinet when they
see their advisers are powerless to carry on affairs.

It goes farther still, after advisinir '^them to refuse

dissolution to the ministry. The following is an extract

from the instructions w^hich srrve as a basis for the

conduct of all Eno-jish Oovernors.

EARL (}REY TO LUKD METCALFE.

ir your advisers siiccei>(l in >ubmitting to you an iirrangem«.^nl lo wincli

lliorc is n-o oljjeclion, you ouj^lil naturally to continue tht'm in oflice as
longastht'y give satisCailion. But it the jiresent lExecntive) (kmncii
cannot projiose an arrangement to you tliat you can accept, i/our most
natural step inii tie. in occorda?}!!' irilli the practice in this purticutar cases,

lo address ijdurself to the iipP'isUe pari If ; and if vou can llnd tli'-re tlie

elements of a satisfactory council, TiiKUK nvii l iiK nu!hi.ni. ihukm i.ah u.n

NdCIl t'AIlT IN lilSSULVlM. TKK A.-SK.MIIIA (IN TllKIH Ali\l. H. That will lie the

only means of removing the diniculties, otherwise inevitable, of con-
ducting the atfairs of the country in a constitutional manner. Mlrey, (Colo-

nial Policy, vol. 1 p. old
)

iii; !l.—To sum up all that is in accordance with the

constitutional authorities which speak for themselves.
Earl Grey says :

• Ujion such an occasion, the Sovereign ought fiy no means to he a
passive insirument in the hands of his ministers ; it is not merelv his

r'ghi, but his duty to exercise his ji'dgnient in tlie advice' they may tender
lohim. And though, by refusing to ac\. upon that advice, he incurs a

»:erious res{ionsibiiily if'they should, in the end, prove to be sujtporied by
public opinion there is, perhaps, no case in which this resiionsibilily may
be more safely and more usefully incurred, than when the ministers ask to

be allowed to njijieal lolhe i>eople from a decision pronounced against
them by the House of (Commons. I"\ir they might prefer this, request

when there was no pi'obability of the vote of the House being reversed by
the nation and when the measure would be injurious to the pulilic interests.

In such case? th" Sovereign ought, clearly, tu refuse lo allow a dissolulioH.

(drey, Parliamentary (iov. p. 80).

Here is another high authority:

A valuable security against the improper exercise o' this (irerogative is

that, before a dissolution can lake place, it must be .leai'iy approveil of by


