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you u logged " since you put your lumbermen 
into the forest? ‘

e Mr. X declared himself unable to answer 
this question, but generously offered to permit 
the agent to put down any number of acres he 
thought would represent a fair thing between 
a kind government and one of its unfortunate 
citizens. Intending to do his duty faithfully, the 
officer settled upon two thousand acres as having 
been trespassed upon ; but to his astonishment the 
incomprehensible offender stoutly affirmed that he 
had logged fully five thousand acres, and at on e 
settled the matter in full by paying twenty-five 
hundred dollars, taking a receipt for the same.

« When this enterprising business-man visited 
Jacksonville, his friends rallied him upon con­
fessing judgment to government for three thou­
sand acres of timber more than had been claimed 
by the agent. This true patriot winked as he 
replied:

* • It is true I hold a receipt from the govern­
ment for the timber on five thousand acres at 
the very low rate of fifty cents an acre. As I 
have not yet cut logs from more than one-fifth 
of the tract, I intend to ivork off the timber on 
the other four thousand acres at my leisure,, and 
no power can stop me now I have the govern­
ment receipt to show it’s paid for.’ "

The sloop and the canoe had left Columbus a 
little before noon, and at six p. m. we passed
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