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A lasting peace between nations, founded
upon understanding and tolerance, is the
strongest aspiration of Canadians. The Gov-
ernment continues to regard as a primary
goal the achievement of the greatest possible
measure of controlled disarmament. Canada
will devote every effort to discharging its
responsibilities as a member of the ten nation
disarmament committee. Some progress has
already been made by those nations possess-
ing nuclear weapons in preparing a treaty
to discontinue the testing of such weapons
and to establish a system of international
control.

We are heartened by the unanimous ap-
proval given by the United Nations to the
Canadian proposal to sample and analyse
more widely and effectively the radioactive
content of the atmosphere, soil and food.
For this purpose necessary funds to enable
Canada to take a leading part in this work
will be requested.

It must be expected that the recent
technological advances in the penetration of
outer space will lead to further dramatic
developments. Canada welcomes the op-
portunity to participate actively in the United
Nations Committee intended to ensure that
outer space is used only for peaceful purposes.

Economic and technical assistance to the
less developed nations of the world continues
to be needed both on humanitarian grounds
and to provide the economic basis for peace-
ful and orderly progress in those nations. You
will therefore be asked to continue pro-
grams of aid to other, less developed
nations, particularly those in the common-
wealth. You will also be asked to vote support
for the program of scholarships and fellow-
ships to be exchanged within the common-
wealth adopted at the suggestion of Canada.

Substantial progress has now been made
in finding a satisfactory basis for the devel-
opment of the power of the Columbia River
in co-operation with the United States and
negotiations for this purpose have now been
initiated with the Government of the United
States. The results will be placed before
Parliament for approval and for the authority
to take the measures necessary to bring about
the full use of this most valuable source of
power. The Government of Canada remains
ready to participate with British Columbia
in the joint development of the potentials of
this great river.

International trade is one of the chief bases
of Canadian prosperity and must continue to
be a major interest of this Parliament. The
growing exports of various countries are pre-
senting us with both increasing opportunities
for trade and problems of competition. De-
velopments of far-reaching importance to

Canada's trade are now taking place in Eu-
rope and two of my ministers are in Paris
today consulting on these subjects with rep-
resentatives of other nations.

Canada's general economic position has
greatly improved during 1959 and the pros-
pects for 1960 are favourable. The recurrent
problem of seasonal unemployment remains,
however, but, apart from this, expansion in
production and employment has been general
across the nation.

My Government is pleased that its national
development program has stimulated a
large increase in northern exploration. Last
year's discovery of oil and gas in the Yukon
is being followed this year by a score of new
exploratory wells over a wide area of north-
ern Canada. Coupled with a revival of min-
ing activity, this makes it evident that private
enterprise is now active in the opening up
of the north. New oil and gas regulations
will emphasize opportunities for Canadians to
participate in the ownership of these northern
resources.

The securing to farmers of a fair share of
the national income, through the maintenance
of prices of farm products, has received con-
stant attention and continues to be a matter
of prime concern to my Government. Our
farms have yielded surpluses which have ne-
cessitated a revision of existing measures to
stabilize farm prices to ensure that their basic
purpose is achieved without the wasteful ac-
cumulation of surplus stocks. The severe,
unseasonal snow in the prairie provinces in-
terrupted the harvest rendering necessary
emergency legislation which will be consid-
ered at the earliest possible opportunity.

Legislation to provide for a Canadian Bill of
Rights will be placed before you for your
approval.

My ministers have had under consideration
the enactment of a provision that would en-
able the establishment of a uniform retire-
ment age of seventy-five for all judges
appointed under the authority of the Par-
liament of Canada. Agreement has now been
reached with all provincial Governments on
this principle. You will accordingly be asked
to approve a resolution leading to an ap-
propriate amendment to the British North
America Act, and you will then be asked to
make consequential amendments to the
Judges Act.

Bills will also be submitted for your ap-
proval to give added status and responsibility
to the Territorial Councils of the Yukon and
Northwest Territories and to improve the
administration of justice in the territories.


