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gether out 0f place. We are proud of the
Canadian Pacifie Railway, because it is one
of tbe best manag-ed uines on the continent.
WVe also bave a rigbt to feel proud o! the
Grand Trunk Railwny. It is a good uine
and well and ably managed, and has a
creditable record. With regard to the site
of tbe hotel, I think It Is a good one. if
there is any thing Ottawva wvants more than
another it undoubtedly is better hotel ae-
comnîodation. The accomModation at pre-
sent is not creditable to the capital of the
Dominion, nnd I often bave occasion to re-
gret, when proinlent visitors corne to the
capital, that ive have flot better accomîmo-
dation for tbem. We have inagnificent
botel accommodation ln M-Nontreal, to wbicli
the Canadian Pacifie Ilailway bias contri-
buted immnensely, and wve want a first ciass
hotel here. 1 do îlot think you can devote
a portion of Major's Hill Park to anv bet-
ter purpose. Major's Hill Park belongs to
the Dominion, flot to the city of Ottawa.
Large sums of money have been spent by
tbe government on the park, nnd the entire
Dominion bas n perfect right to enjoy it.
The best way to enjoy ut is to, erect a coin-
modious and comfortable hotel at the south
end of it, wbere it will be central and at
the saine time isolated. It wilI *be close
to the parliament buildings and convenient
to the business parts of the city. The
government could flot bave done better thani
to seli a portion of the park for a hotel site.
With regard to, the expeaditure of the pur-
chase price of the site on park improve-
ments, I sbould like to see Nepean Point
added to the park. It will mnake a loveiy
walk not only for the citizens o! Ottawa,
but for the guests of the bote!. Every-
thing considered, It wlll tend to beautify
that portion of the city. Froin what I
bave beard witb regard to the hotel plans,
it *wiil be an ornaînent to the city and ln
keeping with the public buildings la tlîe
vicinity. The Grand Truak Railway de-
serve credit for their eiiterprise, rather than
to bie lectured by any oîîe and told that
their finances do not justify themn l' under-
taking the project.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-A number of
speakers bave undertakeni to lecture mue as
going beyond my duty.

Hon. Mr. MeMULLEN.

The .CEAIItMAN-I sbould like the lion.
gentlemen to confine themselves to the Bill.

Hon. Mr. FEItGUSON-I bave addresscd
myseif to the Bill, and have no intention
of going beyond it. We have before us a
Bill wbicb proposes to give away property
wbichi beiongs to the Dominion, and in
wbiclî the city of Ottawa ougbt to take a
special interest. We are giving It to a
railway corporation and have a right to
discuss whether tlîat railway corporation
should get it and whetber they should not
ln view of the enormous subventions tbey
have received froîn Canada and knowiig
that this is a pretty bard time for ail
railway companies, devote the money to
improving their lunes rather than to build-
lng this hotel. The hon, gentleman fromn
Wellington uudertook to Intimate very 1>0-
litely, as lie always does, that I have waii-
dered away fromn the trutb. 0f course 1
did not go to the fountain of truth, the
hion. member, for the Information 1 laid
before the House. 1 question the wisdoni
of looking to sncb a source; I sometimes
think lie does flot possess more than is ne-
cessary for his own consumption. The
view I take of thîs question is that It is
flot the first duty of any railway to, build
liotels. Their first duty is to keep their
roads in good condition and furnish first-
class accommodation for freight and pas-
sengers. We would not discharge our duty
la discnssiing this Bill if that point were
not eînphasized. I was not giving a mere
niatter of opinion like the lion, gentleman
froni Portage la Prairie and the hon- gen-
tleman when I said that the statistica
show most eoncelusively that the Grand
Trunk Railway is not as %well eqtilpped as
othier Unes, the Canadian Pacific Railway
for instance.

Hon. Mr. FROST-Wiil the lion, gentle-
man tell me hiow many millions tuec Grand
irunk Rnilway bas paid within two or
tbree yenrs for double tracking its line?

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-I do not know
lîow much).

Hon. Mr. FROST-Tbey bave expended
fifteen million dollars.

Honl. Mr. FERGUSON-The Grand Trunk
Railway may have been doing a great deal,
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