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due ta this accretian irom the land and irom
the smaller centres that the gr. at dcmand far
hausing has taken place.

1 have not the figures heiaie me. but the
populatian ai the province ai Saskatchewan
suffered a substantiai reduction, wliile the
population ai centres like Vancouver increased
at the expense of the rural areas. Greater
Montreal naw bas a population ai nearly a
million and a hall and Toronto must have a
population largely in excess ai what it was at
the beginning ai the war.

I am glad that the Minister af Trade and
Commerce (Mr. Howe) is conducting this bill
through the house, because it enables me ta
ask a person who sbauld know a question whicb.
I think anyone înterested in a long-range
housing program must ask. Since the war,
Canada ba-s greatiy increased her industrial
plants and it is the canstructars and the future
operatars ai those plants who are seeking hous-
ing today. If the people in those categories
were properly sheltered the bousing problem of
Canada wouid be solved. Not înirequently the
ministers refers ta a long-range program.

I tbink it is relevant in determining a long-
range bousing programn for Canada ta know the
likelihood ai finding markets for this greatiy
expanded industrial machine. What propor-
tion ai Canada's total production depends
upon ioreign markets? We were tald at one
time that the UJnited States consumed its total
production less about seven per cent. We
were also tald that Canada had ta export
near]y iorty per cent ai ber production or
encaunter unemployment and the trials and
tribulations that go with producing goads
which can neither be consumned nar sold.

1 arn assuming that the minister wili be
able ta tell the bouse what proportion of
Canada's production has ta be exparted ta
maintain full or nearly full employment in
Canada. Wbere are tbe markets ta be iound
that warrant, in t.he first place, the great
increase ini aur industrial plant. and where are
the markets ta be faund that warrant the con-
struction ai homes in the great centres ai
Canada for an industrial population that must
depend for its existence upon the finding ai
those markets which can take iromn the Cana-
dian producer the fruit ai bis labours? I hope
tbst -the minister, out of the abundance af bis
knowledge and experience, will answer this
question fully.

Canada at thbe present time seèms ta be
entcring into international arrangements which
are making it more difficuit for Canada ta
trade. Canada has had in the past--and ta
them she owes her prosperity in s0 far as it

was derived froma ber industrial activities--
shieit red markets. I speak af the preference
whieh we enjoyed in many markets as a
resuit of the British preference. That benefit
%vas sa considerable tèhat wise men from other
cotuntries canie ta Canada with large amounts
of money which they invested in plants ini the
hope of sharing in the benefits of the Canadian
position.

But those times have changed, and Canada
has faund it necessary to enact laws, applied by
the foreign exchange contrai board, which deny
ta the fareign investor, who btought his money
bere ta build plants that he might enioy the
benefit ai Canada's ioreign and sheltered mar-
kets, the right ta take home that money. This
goes ta show that the investment is not con-
sidered as safe as it was a few years ago.

Moreover, Canada has entered inta agree-
ments at Geneva which tend ta, reduce
Canada's tariffs on a number ai commodities
which are manufactured by her rivais for the
markets ai the world, and in particular by the
United States. Britain, under the form of
gavernment which she now has, is not a serious
competitor because life in Britain has become
costly and prices under ber present systema of
government have gane sa high that she is in-
capable of competing successfully in the mar-
kets af the world with many nations.

It seemns Vo me therefare that a long-Tange
housing policy should be directed ta finding
abodes for people in places in which they can
live when markets fail. Haw can we expeet ta
enjoy iareign trade? Europe is bankrupt, and
Canada, in my view, is suffering today from
inflation, largeiy because she is making goods
which she is giving ta Europe. A great deal
may be said of this palicy from a humanitarian
point of view, but iram an econamie point of
view it is disastrous, because Canada gets no
goods ini return for those she sends away, with
the resuit that aur people cannat find goods
ta satisfy their longings, and prices oi thase
goods which are available rise constantIy. In
consequence we have this spiral of rising prices.

Moreover, under the Marshall plan, ta which
Canada is subscribing, Canada is sending ta
Europe not only goods that can be consumed
but capital goods, the very purpose af wbich
is ta set up manuiacturing establishments
ta, produce goods in campetition with aur own.
I have no status ta discuss housing in ail its
intricate details. 1 proiess ta know very little
about the costs ai sewer pipe, shingles, cernent
and other items which go inta the construction


