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Mr. BEAUBIE'N: Mr. Chairman, bcfore this
resolution carnies I dcsire to make a few
observations. At the last session of the Iast
parliament an item was placed in the esti-
mates for the construction of a post office at
Dominion City, Manitoha, in my constîtueîtcy.
Up to the prescnt frne this building hýas flot
been construeted. In order to obtain some
infor-mation in connection thercw-ith, 1 wrote
a letter the other da ' to, the hion. Minister
of Public Works as follows:
Dear Sir:

At the last session of the previous parlia-
ment an amounit of $12.000 was voted for the
construction of a 'post office building at
Doinion City. Manitoba. Tenders were
called ind ctosedi on the l5th August. I under-
stand that three tenders wcrc submitted at
hitnres nouc1li h-iow the estimiates passed, up to
thie ncesoiit and( no %vork lias started.

Woutdi voni be kind cnoîigh to give nie the
rc zscii whii t'mtsett yoîîr departîient to ignore
the w-itt of pari i arnint.

I rec e 't froin the minister flic foilowing
tifix.atoil Aprit 24:

Dvar- '-Ir. Bcatîhieiî:
1 iiýýe t- vour t ete to f th e 22iffl inosta n t. wltii

ioferec-e tii a poist cIlice bu iildi ng in D)omîi nion

At ttîî tilnt the inatter cf ai'îrdiiîg the colt-
t tact w as cult(i-r t'îinsideratioiî. a ca-fiiîeview
ot the( tiiliaia situiation disclosel finît the
roiý et lii e-. w -il'c-r 'as itg. anid as huit inîgs of
t litîs t-.i 1: 'iýtir arce ei'ected o ut cf reveitie. i t
i'.-s fvI t thf,ît ci rit tcstatlices at the tijni e di d not
wi l ca lit tih ie lii i nî prcceed ing vi tii the
coliîs Otictioti cf (itfs biinîg.

As..o x iiiiow. revenues hiave not increaseil,
andî iîier ti, i--erouiiîîtances. it is nof ffîoîglit
litat the public futeri-it w oiitd be serionsty

pre) ilicedi by tlhe eiection cf titis building not
t)ýiilg îîiocceui c ii tii. Tiie sînatil revenue froîii
tie otffce, nitaeIx'- abolit $1.300 woiîtd not
aria-ar to wvarrant ail expentuîre on the con-
stri'iutiotî cf a public buîiltding at Dominion City
mît the present tinte.

It mas- b fituc thaf the reventies from this
office at-e Bot verv laîge. but the postal busi-
no-ýs iz; hoe c îrrhcl on in a store and cvcry
hion. menibe- knovs tite inconveneince of a
poaf office licing ccndîîotcd in a gcneral store.
If iccîtîs 10tocl that the ail-important ques-
tion fisn rgardi to the exQpencliture of ptublic
mcne ,v is titat tht- uli cf pat-liament be

ýenpFeJnv. At fli, l-s-t session of the lasf par-
lianient thec,,thon Mini-.îer cf Public Works
(Mr. Ellfoît) inîî-odîîcod an itecm of $12,000
for the oon.striiction of tItis pubîlie building.
The ittîin wias piaceti in th-ý estirnates hecause
of fltc rc prt ýent'îtion., whfch had hcen made to
hito îith regard fo the inconvcnience ce-
sulfing froin this po-.t office heing in a gencral
store. No other building tia- availahie in the
toitn foi- post office pttrpozzes. The estimnates
wcrc broiight donn the item was passed in
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commn-ittce of the w'hole. the present Minister
of Pubic Works, thien inl opposition, as well
as ot.h r hion. members in opposition, allowing
the itemn to pss. I sce no reason why the
will of parliament should flot take precedence
nier evcrv other contsideration. The Prime
Minister in nearly cvery speech he bas made
has advorated that our parliamcntary insti-
tutions be respected and that the will of
p.arliatuont be supreme. But how can we
resperc the parliament of Canada if an item
passcd iinainou-.ly by the house, advertised
in the ne'wspapers ail over the country, is
distregarded, the ne-w Minister of Public Works
-I do not accuse the hion. minister of any un-
fairness; f.ar be it front such-claiming as an
excuse that the rev enues of the country are
decreasing and therefore this work should flot
ho gone on with. During the special session
of parliamoent I urged that this building
should bc, constructcd. I was toid by the
iniinister that thn matter was under consider-
ation. W hen I returncd home afte.r proro-
gation, i an.wer to telegIramis sent t0 the
iL-partilient I %vaîs tolil th:ît the miatter was

stIl tinile con.iderat.ion. The represcntatives
(I tliat intinicip:îlit. canme to nie and asked
ni(, w-hen 1 expocted t.hc contract would be let.
Mav I point otut that the tenders were called
foi, and came in liv the 151h of August, and
that tlîo-e tenders were below the estimatcd
(-0-4 of thc,elpartmncnt? Thirec tenders wcre
suîtmitted, one -if S6.925. anoîher at $7,133,
antd another at $8.386. I know nothing about
tilt poliics of the tenderers; it makes no
difference whet.her t.hey wcre Con.servativc,
i ibortîls. Progrtss-iî s or anything cisc. But
I do know that the tenders wec far below the
c-îtimiated cost of the d-.partmcent. That
being so, and tho proposcd expenditure being
onîr snitîll, I can see no reason why it should
not have been made.

We fromi the wost sitting in this house had
fto pass in the ladt da ' s of MIarch or early in
April a vote of $2,000,000 for work donc on
thîe Wellandl canal. which had Bot been
aîîthorized by jîarii.in n. n-ork whieh the
Prime Mini-stcr fir-.t s-aid w-as authorized by
otîlor in totîneil. buit in respect of which in
t hwe eiîtig hoe said there ivas no order in
t-tincjl. The Mdinis4er of Railîvays and
(îîsals. on tîtat occas.ion said that that ex-
p udittîre n'as aiîthorized on avcount of the
tînoroploynient situtat ion tlîat exi,,ted at tîtat
tile as weil as thic favonrahle weather con-
<litions, in otah t to hip the îînemploved.
How iit this gox ernmnent treat difforent parts
oi Canada in the mnat for of providing emn-
liloý-imcnt ? iThe repr -c ntative of the muni-


