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resource policy in 'Canada is simply an untidy midss of "ad hOCKery".

On""the contrary, it 'a brodd sense .there is an underlying agree-
metit on the fundamentals of Fésourceé mahagement. '~ There is agree-
mént that this managemert should provide for thée best tise of re-
soiirces that 1s possiblé in the public Intérest; agreement that
renewable resources should be manzged In such &a way that they
shall be renéwed ifi perpétuity; that the development of Canada's
resources should bé ‘economicj “arid finally that the bBest means of
ensuring this economic development 1s, in general, to have it
undertaken by private enterprisé. "Taken together these funda<
metritals create a large and basic consistency in resource manage-
ment. S : :

" To go beyond that, however, to try to impoSe an over-
all blueprint, a "National Policy", a§ some undefstand it, for
resource management - to"do that is to depart from the facts
of our national situation. I have suggested alreiddy why such a
"master plan®™ must fail of its purpose. In a country as vast as
Canada, with widely different conditions and with 'different
problems™in differentareas, theré cannot be a single and unified
policy for the management of resourceés.. The fact that the B.N.A.
Act places resources under the control of the provinces is not a
matter of accildenit or coincidence, 1t is rather -a refleétioi of
the basic facts of our natliondl existence. "Resource problems
are generally regional problems or local problems and must be
handled on a regional or local basis. Thus it is that the facts
dictate, and our constitution requires, that our resource manage~-
ment be in the hands of the provinces. This 1§ the framework and
* the bac¢kground in whichH we must see the problenms of résourée -
management and develOpment in Canada." Accordingly, to advocate
a '"natlional policy'" on a national basis as a responsibility of
the national government is to misread the facts of our economy
and the spirit and letter of our constitution.

What resource management in Canada doés call for is
wise and constructive handling. It dges call for careful thought
and planning. And 1f we are to have it we need first to know
as far as we can Just how large and varied our resources are, for
otherwise intelligent planning for their use must remain beyond
our reach. The next step is to relate the extent of these re-
sources to the demands on them which are forecast for the years
ahead. One of the most important functions of the Royal Commis-
sion on Canada's Economic Prospects, the Gordon Commission,
established by the Federal Government has been to undertake just-
such a forecast. Its assessment of the future demand for the
products of land, mine and forest will provide an invaluable
basis for resource planning. It will be of great assistance to
the provinces in their management programmes and also to private
enterprise. The work of the Gordon Commission therefore has
immense importance for all who have responsibilities for the
management of Canada's natural resources. '

There 1s yet anbther prerequisite for sound resoﬁrce
. management, and that is that the Canadian people be .educated
to appreciate the necessity and value of this planning to the




