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rësource 'policy iri 'Canada is sïmply" an" untidy mass' ."of "Ad hockery" .
0ri'•thè-c6ntrary•in"a' broad sen`e :tYie~`è-'is âii underlying â.gree-
irierit on `the°füncTaïnëntdl`s of ' rësburëé' mariagement :- • There is agree-
inènt that-this' manàgeineiït 'shoiild- providé for- the best * Use of re-
sbürces that is 'possiblë-ïnf thë *püblic -intérbst ; "•agre-ément" that
renëwable' réseùrcé's 'süoûld "be' man.;iged -iii sikh- à" way that they
sYiall" :bë` reïiëwed ïYï -p"ë`rpé'ti:iity ; -tha"t "tYié-"devèlopmënt" of" Canada' s '
rësotirçes sYiould`bè"'econotnic ;"'"ârid finally tYiat-the"-be"st'means of
eïistiring' tYiis èconomic" de"v"elopmënt i8,-in gènerâT, tô'have" it
ündertaken by' private" ent"erprise . , 'Takén"tôgether-thése''fünda-
mëritals create a large and basic consistency in resource manage-
ment .

To go beyond that, however, to try to impose an overv
all"bluèprint, a"f'Natiorial Policy"D as sbme -undër_stand it9 for
resource management - to'do that is to depart from thë'fact s
of our national situation . I have-suggest-ed already why such a
"master plan" must fail of its purpose . In a' country as -vast as
Canada;" with widely different conditioris and with-different
problemsvin diffe"rent 'areas, tYiere cannot be â" single and" unified
policy for'the'managemént of resôürces . . The'-'fâct*that'the B .N .A .
Act placbs resburce§ under tfie"•control of the" provinces is hot- a
matter of accident ôr coincidenceD it-is rather -a rëflec"tioii of
the basic facts-of our national existence : •Resnurce problems
are generally regional problems or local problems and must be
handled on a regional or local basis . Thus it is that thé"facts
dictate, and our constitution requires, that our rësource:inanag d;-
ment be in the hands of the--provinces .- This ig the frathework and
the background in which we must see the prôbleins 'of rèsource -
management and develôpment in Canada ." Accordinglÿ9 to "advbcat e
a "national policy"'"on a national basis as a responsibility"of {
the national government is to misread the facts of our economy
and the spirit and letter of our corkstitution .

What resource management in'Canada doés call for is
wise and constructive handling . It do es call for careful thought
and planning . And if we are to have it we need first to krio w
as far as we can just how large and varied our resources are, for
otherwise intelligent planning for their use must remain beyond
our reach . The next step is to relate the extent of these re-
sources to the demands on them which are forecast for the years
ahead . One of the most important functions of the Royal Commis-
sion on Canada's Economic Prospects, the Gordon Commission,
established by the Federal Government has been to undertakè just•
such a forecast . Its assessment of. the future demand for the
products of land, mine and forest will provide an invaluable _
basis for resource planning . It will be of great assistance to
the provinces in their management programmes and also to private
enterprise . The work of the Gordon Commission therefore has
immense importance for all-who have responsibilities for the
management of Canada's natural resources .

There is yet another prerequisite for sound resource
management, and that is that the Canadian people be .educated
to appreciate the necessity and value of this planning to the


