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e have also made progress towards the attain-
rent of a greater measure of social security, In this field
perhaps it is natural for‘a Minister of Finance not to be
unduly sentimental. He nust asi: hinmself whether a progranne
of this sort strenthens the'econqmy, whether it increases
production by assuring a nore intelligent and nore healthy
population, whether it lessens the haunting worry of
unenploynent and family illness that nmight otherwise impair
norale and productivity, whether it makes systematic pro-
vision in advance acgainst the inevitable contingencies and
to that extent nakes it unnecessary when adversity comes for
the state to step in with improvised and expensive con-
struction or other remnedial rrogranmes. Inevitably there
will be differences of opinion in regard to such natters
and rrogress can only be permanen; if the steps takea carry
the general judgnent, Advances in social welfare involve a
price, aad willingness of society to pay that price nust be
a condition of such advances,

In our federal state, responsibility for social
security is of course divided between the provinces and the
central governnent, and it has been the aim of the Govern-
rent with which I have been associated to promote the maxinunm
degree of co-operation betuecen these two levels of Govern-
neat. In August, 1945, the Doninion Goverament put forward
Proposals which assuned a broad federal responsibility, in
Co-operation with provincial governments, for the support
of national mininur standards of social services, Unfor-
tunately, it did not rrove possible to achieve agreeneant of

¢ll nrovinces on the financial arraagenents which was a




