
2. National action programmes shall specify the respective roles of government, 
local communities and land users and the resources available and needed. They shall, inter alia:

(a) incorporate long-term strategies to combat desertification and mitigate the 
effects of drought, emphasize implementation and be integrated with national 
policies for sustainable development;

(b) allow for modifications to be made in response to changing circumstances and 
be sufficiently flexible at the local level to cope with different socio-economic, 
biological and geo-physical conditions;

(c) give particular attention to the implementation of preventive measures for lands 
that are not yet degraded or which are only slightly degraded;

(d) enhance national climatological, meteorological and hydrological capabilities 
and the means to provide for drought early warning;

(e) promote policies and strengthen institutional frameworks which develop 
cooperation and coordination, in a spirit of partnership, between the donor 
community, governments at all levels, local populations and community groups, and 
facilitate access by local populations to appropriate information and technology;

(f) provide for effective participation at the local, national and regional levels of 
non-governmental organizations and local populations, both women and men, 
particularly resource users, including farmers and pastoralists and their representative 
organizations, in policy planning, decision-making, and implementation and review of 
national action programmes; and

(g) require regular review of, and progress reports on, their implementation.

3. National action programmes may include, inter alia, some or all of the following 
measures to prepare for and mitigate the effects of drought:

(a) establishment and/or strengthening, as appropriate, of early warning systems, 
including local and national facilities and joint systems at the subregional and 
regional levels, and mechanisms for assisting environmentally displaced 
persons;

(b) strengthening of drought preparedness and management, including drought 
contingency plans at the local, national, subregional and regional levels, which 
take into consideration seasonal to interannual climate predictions;
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