
unregulted dumping of industrial and toxie waste which has also polluted rivers,
damaged coastal systems and poisoned aquifers. 7 2

While indusirial waste has become a serious problemn across the Pacific, arguably the
most alarming environmental issue bas been the rapid. loss of SEAsia's rainforests.
Estimates of the amount of Indonesian rainforest deforested per annum ranges from
600, 000 to 1.2 million hectares, while Indonesia now bas the longest list of species
threatened with extinction of any country in the world, serious soil erosion, flash-
flooding, mudslides, and river systems that have serious siltation problems. 73 The
political consequence of this for a Suharto regimne already facing rebellion and
resistance to its rule East Timnor, Aceh and West Kalimantan, is an increasingly
unstable situation in West Papua, where the multinational Freeport mining operation
has corne under physical attack by local communities angered at the resulting
environmental destruction, and the disiocative effects that thousands of Javanese
trans-migrants are having on the province. 74

In responding to these de stabilising forces, governing clites in Indonesia and across
the region have deploycd ail-to-farniliar tactios in order to keep a lid on simmering
social tensions. This has led to a spiral of violence and mnstability which bas seen the
human rights records of, for example, Burma, Cambodia , China and Indonesia
actually worsen since 1996.75 It is in this context, in particular, that some serions
questions necd to be asked of Australia's foreign policy commitmcnts to these ruling
clites and. to the convergence propositions underlying this commitmnent.

Ini Burmia, for example, Australian policy-makcrs have steadfastly rejected calls for
action against thc SLORC, arguably thc world's rnost repressive regirne, in favour of
an ostcnsibly evcn-handcd position on trade. Bcyond it explicit trade interests,


