
The Canadian goverument bas, focussed its attention in building a global cornmunity to

several areas of particular concemn -- human rights, human security and trade. Human rights bas

been a classic area of concern in Canadian foreign policy. As other authors in this volume

illustrate, Canadians have been long involved in drafting and upholding key international.human

rights standards including the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. In 2000, the Canadian

govemment took the initiative to go beyond its traditional foreign policy areas by introducing the

concept of human security.

Human security places a focus on the security of people. This constitutes a major and

necessary shift in international relations and world affairs, which have long placed


