
consulted in countless informai ways that made their overwhelming support for

confederation abundantly clear.62

We have already seen the staunch loyalty of the vast majority of the participants in

the Confederation Debates to the British monarchy and we shall examine below their

wi4espread contempt for republicanism and democracy, especially ini their American

incarnatons. Despite these commnitments, both sides in the Confederation Debates revealed

a surprising acceptance of the liberal principle demranding popukar consent for major

constitutional change. Political strategy goverus the manner in which this acceptance

becomes wiapifet. The axnti-confederationists shout it from the roof tops, while their

opponents grumbie discretely about the practical problems of implementing in deed the

doctrin~e they will not condemn in principle.

Th enrliyofPblcAm inraio

Amrcans foI1owing recent constitutional vagaries in Canada were surprised to

Iearn that 1ess th1an a month gfter the 1995 Quebec reèrn m ,Prime Minister Chrétien

deiee himsef of the o~pinion that ¶]fhe real polm nCnd r cnmcOot

and the creatiçm of jobs and good soiid adn-inistration. ,0 That the Prime Minister of

Caaawould mention "good solid administration" as one of the nation's three 4 real"

prblmsin the imeit aftermat f rferndm h nearly dsry his country must

surl have src nestdAmer çans as etraordinary and praseven as bizarre.


