
LEADERSHIP I NITIATIVES

The G-7 Summits have become far more

than-a discussion of economic issues.

IYI acroeconomic and tradé issues have tradi-
tionally beenuppermost on summit agendas. But
other global issues have gained prominence over
the years too:. Since the 1980s, G-7 leaders have
focussed'much of their attention on political is-
sues. They've discussed such problems as terror-
ism, drug trafficking, money-laundering; human
rights abùses,. international migration, the. envi-
ronment, and nuclear. safety and proliferation.
Their efforts have led to specific actions leaders
have set forces into motion in their own countries
as well as in international organizations best suited
to deâl with thè issue at hand. -

NUCLEAR SAFETY

The 1986 Chernobyl disaster raised serious
concerns about the safety of Soviet-designed
RBMK and older WER.nuclear reactors. Those
concerns have increased as more information
about these reactors has become available. Power
plants 'using these reactors continue to operate
throughout the former Soviet Union and Central
and Eastern Europe to meet urgent energy re-
quirements. As the Chernobyl accident illustrated,
however, the risks posed by these plants affect
many nations in Europe and beyond. .

Leaders at_the Muniçh Summit in 1992 agreed to
eo-ordinate G-7 actions to improve nuclear safety lev-
els at the higher risk plants in these countries. They
created a NuçlearSâfetÿ WorkingGroup of G-7experts
to advise them. Since that time, total donor commit-
ments amount to about $1 billion. Canada currently
chairs thé Nuclear Safety Working'Group. The Group
of 24 (G-24), comprising member countries of the
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OECD and the former Warsaw Pact, was created to co-
ordinate international efforts and has proved to be
effective-especiallyinbringingexpertsfrom East and
West together to resolvè technical issues and to estab-
lish priorities for safety improvement programs.

.As a further result of the G-7 nuclear safety
initiative, a multilateral nuclear safety account has
beenestablished at the European Bank for Recon-
struction and Development (EBRD). The account
provides funds for urgent safety projects that are not
covered by other assistance programs. Donors âl-
ready have committed ECU 58 million to two major
projects - the Kozloduy nuclear plant in Bulgaria
and the Ignalina nuclear plant in- Lithûania. The
funds arebeing used for short-term safety upgrades
at these plants until'other sources of energy can be
brought on stream. Nuclear safety projects for Rus-
sia are now ready for approval as well.

Last year in Naples, G-7 leaders accepted an
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