Clark’s Mnddle East tour could prove important

out on bhis first official

visit to the Middle East.
He's going at a time when every-
thing seems to be breaking down
and nothing positive is in view on
which to pin hopes for a peace
settlement.

The ltinerary? Jordan, Saudl
Arabia, Egypt and Israel. Un-
doubtedly the Canadian party wiil
gain more than it gives. Its role
should be mostly a listening one,
except when we speak about Can-
ada’s wish to promote an impar-
tial peace and to be viewed as a
party “sympathetic to the natural
and national aspiratlons of the
peoples of the region.

It's a pity Clark isn’'t visiting
Syria this time. Lebanon, too. And
other countries, each with their
own problems that won't neces-
sarily be promoted by their neigh-
bors. The omission of Damascus
denies the foreign minister a
chance to share views with a
principal actor who cannot be Ig-
nored, whether we like his poli-
cles or not.

In Amman. Clark will doubtiess
question King Hussein about the
breakdown of the monarch’s talks
with Yasser Arafat, head of the
PLO. In Cairo a few days ago
Husseln described it as the end of
the road “"for the time being."”
What does that qualiflcation

_mean? What eise has be in mind?
Where do we go from here?

What are the alternatlves to
having Arafat’'s PLO represent
the Palestine people at peace
talks? Or is the wily survivor of
30 many close scrapes with politi-
cal and personal death merely
{haylng a game? Does be believe

at the Palestinian “homeland
within a clearly defined territory,
the West Bank and tbe Gaza
Strip" — to quote Prime Minister
Mulroney at the francophone sum-
mit —~ will become a reality by

ext week External Affairs
Minister Joe Clark sets

offering only words Instead of
real concessions?

King Hussein, if In the mood,
could add greatly to Clark's
knowledge of the PLO’s bargain-
Ing techniques and real motives.
His assessment of future peace
prospects should prove to be in-
valuable. Our man will surely
want to encourage Hussein to stay
the course and offer a formula
that will bring him into substan-
tlve talks with Israel’s Prime
Minister Shimon Peres on their
bilateral relations, whether or not
Palestinian ones can be arraoged.

The question of Palestinlan rep-
resentation cannot be soived by
Canada. Our policy is clear — we
beileve that thelr legitlmate
rights should be recognized and
that they have the right to take
full part in negotiations affecting

their future.

Who should play that roie s not
a matter that far-off Canada has
s right or a responsibility to pro-
nounce on. That's up to the Pales-
tinlan people themselves and,
pnctlcally, must eventuaily be
to by Jordan, Egypt and

Istul.

The details of a negotiating for-
mula have stymied Middle East.
progress for decades. The role of

the U.S. — one It seems reluctant
to play these days — must be a
major one. Canada’s attitude, on
the other hand, has to be a sup-
portive one of reallstlc encounge-

ment,

In Saudl Arahla. trade and oll
should dominate our foreign min-
Ister’s talks. The future prospects
for OPEC and its probable pricing
and production policles sbould be
near the top of the agenda there.

The Saudis’ assessment of the
Iran-Iraq war and future develo,
ments In that vital area could add
greatly to Canada’s knowledge of
what to ex{)ect in the years to
come. Similarly, the revival of
Moslem fundamentallsm — its
strength, Its goais — shouid he
discussed with them

Certalniy in Egypt, Clark’s
third port of calil, that subject will
be on President Hosni Mubarak’s
mind if not his lips. Canada's roie
In Cairo cannot a major one.
But whatever we can do to pro-
mote a stahble and prosperous
Egypt is surely in our interest as
Wfll as that of the West In gener-

a

One of the blg disappolntments
In recent years has been the lack
of enthusiasm and substance flow-
Ing from the Egypt-Israel peace
treaty. Peace there is if that only
means the absence of war. But
peace there isn't if it was meant
to mean active interaction be-
tween the two great neighbors po-

ltically, dlplomaticaily, In eco-
nomic, cultural and touristic
terms; In terms that the ordinary
citizen of each country can under-
stand and build upon.

It wouid be natural for Cana-
da's representative to probe into
that disappointment and to en-
courage the fuil unfolding of the

almost moribund agreement that °

startled and excited the worid
only seven short years ago.

By this time Joe Clark will be
‘full of facts, formulas and Im-
pressions as he enters Israel after
visiting the Canadian forces in the
Sinai. Fortunately Canada-Israel
bilateral relatlons are good under
the Conservatives. Clark wiil see
both Prime Minister Peres and
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir.
He can form his own impression
of the viabhility of their govern-
ment of national unity and what,
it anything, will change when Sha-
mir takes over from Peres next
October. :

Everywhere our team goes, ter-
rorism must be discussed and, in

articular, co-operation to end it.

should the problems of bieed-
ing Lebanon, a country that so
richly deserves peace and quiet to
mend Its fences and play its right-
ful role in an atmosphere of na-
tlonal reconciliation and future
promise.

Clark has his hands fuli In this
Important mission. If he plays his
cards right, he can add to Cana-
da’s reputation as one of the few
friends of the region with no axe
to grind and only peace to pro-
mote.
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