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APPENDIX IV 

Natural Occurrence of Mycotoxicoses in Thailand 

1.0 Introduction  

Mycotoxins are toxic metabolites of fungi and may contaminate food 

of people or animais and thereby may cause diseases called mycotoxicoses. 

Several mycotoxicoses of humans and livestock have been recognized for 

many decades, or even centurie. Mycotoxins occur worldwide, but the 

climatic-geographic variables determine whether certain types of 

mycotoxins occur more frequently in one region than in another1) . 

2.0 Mycotoxins and Mycotoxicoses in Thailand  

The Thai's are quite aware of the potential natural existence of 

mycotoxins in their country. The occurrence of aflatoxin  is well 

documented since Udorn Encephalopathy 2) 
in Thailand was associated with 

aflatoxin in 1971. Outbreaks of aflatoxin-poisoning in pigs in 

particular are a common experience
3) , and a vast number of Thai foods 
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