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this figure eau be nderatood wlien it àe
sald that lu Bomnbay duriug one of the
most virulent epideinies of plague, tlie
proportion of live rats fouud in tlie propor-
tion to the plague-strieken rsrely reaclied
six per cent.

Trhe tlieory le that the infeeted rats
whieli eaused this trouble were tlirown on
the Englisli coast froin a wrecked vessel
froin India. Owing to the peculiar condi-
tions of the country wliere tliey lauded,
the disease lias not yet spread very fait.
Inasmucli as the pneumonie plague eau be
cauglit froni the breath of a patient, the
possihility of damage lu the thickly peo-
pied districts of great -cities like London
aud New York, wliere the rats lu the dock
ares swarm by tlie million, is as hîdeous
as can bie imagined. Apart froni the dan-
ger to humau life, tlie consequence to trade
of auy clty froni au outbreak of tlie plague
is beyoud calcullation.

The Goverument knows that each rat
coste ýat lest a dollar a year for the food
it steals aud the property it destroys; wlieu
to this le added the possible danger froni
death. and the loss to business, the neces-
sity for eonsiderlug plans te guard against
rats, whieli not only carry plague but
other diseases whîeli cau bie spread by
animais, is apparent. San Francisco lias
had its little scare sud fouud it ecouomy iu
maklug buildings rat-proof.

A contemporsry, lu diseussing the habit
which many physiciaus have acquired of
devotlng their attention to some special
,braueli of tlie medical profession, remarks
that one of the inost striking features lu
pinrci. ta the develoiument of the healing

It eau scarcely be said, however, thst
the remarkable growtli of "specialism" in
recent years lias ýouly served for the relief
by " specialists"1 of Minor disorders of the
throat, nase, ear, eye, and s0 forth, whieli
used to be very well treated by the family
physician, but rather that the rapid de-
velopment of technique and new metliods
of txreatmnent during the past decade lias
made rit practically impossible for the
faniily physician to deal -witli more than a
llmited number of disorders of speial
organs lu an up-to-date way. Subsequeut-
ly the niunber of mnen who have particular-
ly studied the affections sud treatmeut
of partieular parts of the body, and o
become "speeialists," lias steadily iu-
creased. And one of the most rexuarkable
of the later developments of this move-
nment lias been tlie esta!blishiment of wliat
are praetieally specialties within specialties;
thus an ear specialist, for example, may de-
vise a meaus of suceessfully treating one
particular disorder of the ear, and soon
conflues his practice to that only;- some-
times lie soon lias no tiine to do anything
else. Iu addition, it must lie remexubered,
a number of quite new principles of treat-
meut have corne into use within the st
few yesrs, eacli requiring considerable spe-
cial skIll and knowledge. 0f these, per-
lisps, the best known are medical electrie-
ity, X-rays, aud the radium trestment.

Thus it is obvions tliat au increased
"specialism" lias been forced ou the inedi-
cal prof ession by ueeessity of circumi-
stances arising froin within, whiflst thae
movement lias been aided fromn without
byr the di-scovery of the publie bliat, asà
specialiat eau -lbe obtained f or ahuost, any
disorder nowadays, thein ldividual patient
eau make 1i18 own selection as to whal
autliority lie will cousuit directly wit-houl
goiug firet to liii famlly adylser. As -
matter of fact, medicad opinion inu tblgi
country in the past lias been stWong1j
against the assumption of a "specialty'
,4v men of flrst-class standing, but speial.
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