
CANADIAN CEMENT AND CONCRET]

BATTLING AGMINST TRADITIONS.

The reinforced concrete building to the uninitiated
is a decidedly dangerous-looking erection. The lay minc
cannot conceive how concrete, applied in slight thick-
nesses and in small dimensions, can sustain the weight
of a skyscraper of mnany storeys. On accournt of the
failures in this form of construction, which, compara-
tively speaking, have been very few, indeed, the public
frequcntly views with suspicion, and sometimes alarm,
the rapidity with which this form of construction is
gaining ground. The cernent and concrete industry is
battling against traditions. We live in a conservative
age. People tell us that brick was good enough for
constructional purposes a decade ago, and that there is
no need for new-fangled methods.

'Whenever new ideas are prornulgated there is in-
variably an outcry f rom those who would rather starve
than witness an innovation. Wooden buildings natur-
zilly predominate in timber countries. There is much
freedom frorn building restrictions in Canada. A man
niay buy in many districts his land just without the limits
,of the city, and can ercet there whatever kind of struc-
ture he des-ires. The wooden building is cheap; it is
quickly put up. But it is neither durable nor able to
resist fire.

In years to corne, when Canada is adequately popu-
lated, these timber villages wvill create a problem.
Colonies of shacks, whidi are now without the city
rriits, miust, in the course of trne, corne under proper
municipal jurisdiction. As a rule, the builder of the
wooden bouse owns his building site. This rneans that
in tirne within the heart of Canadian cities will exist not
a f ew, dweilings which will create a fire danger to the
whole cornrnunity. The timber supply of the country
miust in the course of events become exhausted. As
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