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IPROFICIENCY IN ENGLISH

(An address dehivered betore the 1-igli School pupils of Tache Schooi, Nov-wood
by Trustoo W. J. Wilson, on the occasion of presenting a medal for proficiency in English>

Haven't you at sometime been in a
workshop?

Ilaven't you scen the inechanie there
preparing to build somiefhing-say a
table?

Have you noticed what he hadl?
Do you rernember tbe wood, flhc

uie, the nails, the 'hammer, tbe sa-W,
possibly a plane and a chisel?

These werc but the raw mnaterial and
the tools for making what was yct but
in his thoughts, lus mind's eye-his
tale to bc. What does 1w (Io? le
takes a piece of wood, earefully mea,-
sures it wifh his mile, marks if wvith his
pencil, cuts it with bis saw, druesses it
wvith bis plane, and Bits and nails if into
place. Picce by picce the table growvs
until it is finisbed and thaf wbicb was
an unreai. tbing in bis rnind's, cye be-
cornes a reaify.

Did if ever appeai. to you tbaf we arc
cach and ail inecbanies? We (I0 nof ail
make tables, -we dIo not ail use sucb
tools, but each day wc bave tbings in
ou tbo-rghts, in our mm seye, wbich
we build and give to tbe world.

What is our wvorl-sliop? Onir brain.
What arc our mat criais? Our

fbonghts.
What arc ou fools? Words.
Simle wor(ls inade up of simple

letters, and omîly 26 of these to arrange.
Thelic echanic flrst deeldes on whaf

he is going to make-then ebooses his
maferial bis lumber. We must first
kinow what it is xvc arc going fo pro-
duce-have a definife idea. We munst
clioose omîr liniber-onu linher is Ou
Ibonghts on that subJeet. Now \VC

must colleet our fools -onu mnie.
saw, plane and hammer. What are
these? Words.

Soineorie bas said tbat language is
the tool, of thouight, rather language is
a collection of tools.

Tt is not neessai îy I hat t bis fale shailt
be vcry claborate, shiowing tiirneil legs

and fancy carving, a simple, substantial
table will. likcly serve the purpose
cquailly we]l and possibly beffer. Oui-
speech necds not be fancy-that is, in-
fricafe sentences and unusual wouds-
in fact you wiil fincl that the charnu and
force of onur gueatest speakers and
wvrifcrs lies ini their simplicify, proving
c}ear, deflnife fhoughfs. Their in-
guage is neveu loose, inacenuate and
un grammnatical. The truc îuechanie
loves bis too]Q., l)rides himsefl on the
came and] attention given f0 bis well-
kcpf fools, kcreps thcm dlean, shaup and
bright and truc. Let us bc as careful
of ou fools onr words. Don'f ]et lis
dbill our fooi. by such caueless speech
as ucadin', wuitin', and walkin.' let nis
remember that these words 'end in
''ing'' and puononnee thenu cicarly with
al (efinife ''ing'' at the end, ou again in
fîjis land1 that 1)oasts so many lins of
snlight (laiiv, surely it is flot necessary
fou ils fo jumble five or six words into
one as 'fchcoiuiouft 'fuite.''

1-ave 1 inade if clear thaf langnage-
English is a sibjecf of flrst imiport-
ance, nof only as, an item of sfndy wit b-
in the four walls of the sehlool or dTuring
fhe carly ycars of life, but sontbing
fo whieb eaue ean 1w given wîfli profit,
fhrioiughotzf ou wliole life. Tlierefore
1 trulst Iliaf ini presenfîng flîls iedai if
wiîll be an ineenfive nof alone to the
winner but f0 ail of uis to fake advan-
fage of flhc wonders of Englisb litera-
fume which are so casiiy wifiîin onu
u-eaeb. In filc w'ords or' ihiat greal cdu11-
cafor, flic late Prof. Goldwin aih
eae ol <f us w'asles mlore finie on street
caus, going fo andl fronm ou, daily work
111han1 Wonil( give ils a richi aequntîane
wifh the ciassies of onu English Ian-
giuagc. Lef ius miake if ou ainu f0 be
intîmnately aelanelwith our lan-
gîîage, ifs incaning, ifs construction, ifs
expression, thaf we niay experience the
fuil joy and priviiege of clear fhinking.
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