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war, of carrying it into effeot by virtual co-operation witli a foreigu enemy

in emliarrassing the Government of lis own country. But on the Liberal

Bitie, aiso, tliough the deartli is not so conspicuous, there is a dearth.

Wlien Mr. Gladistone, the reieo of a bygone generation, shah liave retireti,

anti putting Mr. Briglit out of tlie question, Lord Hartin gton is the best

qualifieti to leati ; anti yet nature can by no means be saiti to have crowned
Lord liartington a leader. The caue of this sterility is liard to assign.

No.doulit tlie Ilouse of Commons lias beon largely filleti of late by local

Plutocrats wlio enter it late in life, often with social rather tlian pohitical

aimas, anti 'ithout liaving turneti tlieir mintis to public questions. But

there are probalily otlier causes at work to divert tlie best intellect of the

nation from public life :the virulence of faction which repels the larger
natures may lie one ; the tyrannical narrowness of the Caucus may lie

ante;perhaps ti eclining influence of parliamentary debates, coin-
pareti with tlie growing influence of the Press, nîay lie a third. But
wliatever may li e i account of tlie matter, tlie upsliot is tliat tlie bouse

of Commons, at a mest serious crisis of tlie national history, both external

anti domestic, is becoming an assembly witliout leaders, anti threatens to

%eeaeit factions nioi. frhai h rsdnofi

IFrnethe Ferry Ministry liaving fallen, anti De Freycinet having

D)ePuties, wlio is untierstood to lie a worthy man, anti to lie brouglit for ward
net by ambitious desire of tho Premiership, but by a feeling of duty

to the country. Wo shaîl sec whetlier lie anti lis cabinet can managye to

float on1 the angry waves ant iheatiy cross-currents of Frenchi faction. lis
programmie, if it is riglitly reporteci, is thioroughly hiberal, anti Catholios,

'elie exult over the downfall of M. Ferry, as that of tlie arcli enemy of

th, faith, will have occasion to moderato their transports if the separation

of the Churcli fromi the State anti tlie secuharization of Churcli property
are realîy a part of tlic programme of lis successer. The Frenchi Govern-

luelnt scelus to have matie, or to lic on the point of making,, peace with
China, anti on tcorms whîich appear to imply a sutiten access of nioteration,
Silice the reverses, on the sitie of France. But the suspicion olitruties

itself tliat this embroilment iii Europe inay have something to do witli the

renunciation of aggression in China;adttFrnemyb epig
anntatFactmyleprprn

te exert lier power of mnischief ou a nearer anti more interesting fieldi. She
lias of late been cultivating the Russian alliance, lier ambition lias neyer

cea8eti to Point to Egypt, anti Waterloo is still in lier lieart.

" THANit Goti, that is war," cricti Lord Stratforti de Reticliffe wlien the
"IeS arriveti of the engagement lietween the Russian anti Turkish squadrons

't SineOpe. The exclamation betrayeti lis folly, his wicketiness, lis inti-

delitY te the Goveramont, whose anbassatior lie was, anti xvhch liati been

striving te liolti back the exasperateti Turk anti save the werlti f rein lavea.

The war fer wbich lie thanketi Goti caine; it wasteti nyriatis of lives,
eneormeus quantitios of the fruits of iluitan lal.our ; worst of all, it lot

1OOSe again upon Europe the fienti wlo hînti thon licen chaineti for forty

YeaIrs; anti of its results, s0 tiearly purdliaseti, alisolnitely nothing now
romnails. The remembrance of Sinepe anti of that xvhicli ensuei lent a

funleraî Soundi to tlie tîdings of tlic collision betwecn Russians anti Afghans

011 the frontier of Afghanistan. As from the lips of Lord Stratford de

Il'eohffe %0 frein those of the Jingees thiere loaps the exulting cry, IlThank

Qed, that is war." ccThey areInringing the belîs to-day," saiti Walpole,
lin lie hearti the sountis of rejeicîng for tlie proclamation of 'var against

Spain, Il but they 'vill bi wringing tlieir biandis toinorrow." If Russia has
aggr5f ant islet pna D'e
Conroldan t i s bou upnageon, or if lier Government is unable to

cOirlteviolence of its frontier conîmantiers, war there must lie higli-
hanieti inýjustice cannot lie aliowcti te work its will over the worid. In

ourl nrsn stg of civilization the action f international tribunals is

Stl irniteti anti se fehle tlîat when diplomacy lias faileti there is

generaîuy ne appeatl except te the arbitratien of the sword. But ne man

il' whoe0 lirain any sens(- or in whose lieart any huîuanity resides can'look

en the iiocessity otlierwjse flan with saduiess, or woulti like te think fhiat

lie liati himself liy act or word, even in the very lîumblest spiiere, addteti

strength te fIe forces wIiclh ,ïake for war. In the days of citizen

1Oltiiers, when every nieniber of tue comînunity liati te take the fleldi in

Perseuy there 'vas a check on passion whlîi there is net ini tiiese (lays of

Standing arniies, wheni your Jingo, after magnanimously veting anti

"b"euting for a warîike poîicy, lias oiily te sit at home anti en.joy stiinu-

lating narratives of carnage. over lus tea anti muffin. The teluporary gains

Which a vast inilitary expenditure l>rings te certain traties are filcheti from.
the liard canoi store of tlie community at large, anti tliey soo turn te

108s even in th(e case cf those iuito wliose pokets tliey cerne. Dutring, the

Criinean War Canada revelled in high prices for lier grain ; but the brief

inflation was soon followed by the ruinous depression of 1857. Let us

face the calamity of war if it cornes likce men and patriots; but lot us

remember that it is a calamity, and like men and patriots strive to avert

it, or at least refrain from. invoking it or rejoicing at its approach.

TinE Prince of Wales' visit to Ireland lias been cliequerod by some

disturbance evidently got up by the satellites of Mr. Parnell. Yet

lis reception lias provod how great tlie influence of the Royal prosence

for gooti would have been andi how mucli tlie Court lias tlirown away

by its persistent refusai to visit Jreland. To senti about telegrams of

congratulation or condolence to all sorts of people in every part of the

world costs neither effort noer self-sacrifice ; but to spend a sunîmer in the

Phoenix Park or at Killarncy when Osborne or Balmnoral is more agreeable

costs a small arnount of self-sacrifice, of whicli Royalty lias sirnply no idea,

and whicli no courtier would ever venture to suggest. Another tliing which,

thougli it could not be mnade more certain, lias been matie more evident by

tlie Prince's visit is tlie utter falsehooti of the assuimption that Irelanti is a

unit in favour of Disunion, andi that Disunionismn is synonymous with the

Irish cause. To say nothing of the Protestant Northi, wliich is invariably

lof t out of siglit thougli it contains tlie very flower of tlie population, in

Dublin itself it is clear that not only are tliere acileronts of the Union but

Unionism lias tlie upper hand. The educateci and weai tliy classes tliroughout

the isianti are Unionists alinost to a man, anti it inay safely be saiti that

history affortis no example of a political movemnent, reasonable in its origin

anti deservîng of success, iii which a section at least of tlie educated and

wealtliy classes lias not taken part. Tie trith is that since 1832, wlen the

Reform Bill bcstowed self-governmnent on tlie tliree Kingdoms in common,

wliatever economical disasters anti suffcring tliere may have been, thiere lias

been no political tyranny or oppression of any sort in Irelanti. Tlie estab-

lishment of the religion of the minerity lingereti, it is true, for a time; but

tliis also lias now been consigneti to tlie grave of the intolerant past. There

were stili defeets in tlie institutions both of Great Britain and of Ireland

which Parliament lias hall to amenti, anti which it was in course of amenti-

ing, wlien tliis utterly unprovoketi rebellion broke out. Agrarian distress

there lias been, anti out of tliis tiagogues liave gathereti fuel for tlie fire

of political sedition by iticntifying in the mintis of tlie people the existence

of the Union witlî the payaient of retît. No other real motive power is

there in this political movement. It xviii collapse at once like O'Connell's

Repeal A gitation or Smith O'Brien's insurrection if tlie material condition

of the people coulti be improveti. Whore misery is tlie resuit of a rapiti

increase of population on an unfruitful soil, to improve the material con-

dition of the people otherwise than by ernigration on a large scale is

scarcely possible ; this is the knot of the Irish difficulty, whicli ne Fenian

Republic could intie. A Fenian Republic would sirnply drive capital fromn

the islanti, paralyse production, anti liko the Jacobin Republic, liless tlie

pîeople witli a dearth of breati.

TIIEREF is a split in the Female Suffrage Party of Englanti. Mr.

Woodall, who is supposeti to lie the accrediteti organ of tlie party, is

bringi ng on in the Huse of Commons a motion in favour of Widow and

Spinster Suffrage. Agaiust tliis Mrs. Jacobi Brighit, the wife of the

Radical mieniber for Manchester, feeling that silo anti other matrons will

lie lef t in the lurcli, lias entoreti a vellement protest. She denounces

the Bill as a wrong'anti an insuît to ail marrieti women, dwellinog with

mucli acriniony on the unsavoury fact that somie of the spinsters are no

better than tliey ouglît to be. Mrs. Brighit asserts in an etiifying manner

the dignity of wives anti of wedlock. But there is a certain rnachiavellismn

in the distinguisieti latiy's line of argument. She cannot help letting us

see that lier parameuint objeet in seeking tlie suffrage for marrieti women

is not the vindication of the dignity of matriniony but the total abolition

of Ilcoverture," that is of the political unity of tlie farnily, anti tlie coin-

plote establishment of duality, or in other words of doiuestic anarchy, in its

place. The abolition of Ilcoverture," she avows, lias been the principle for

which sîxe anti lier sister ativocates of Feinale Suffrage have worked froin

tlie beginning. This is wliat wc have alxvays said ; it is against the liead-

slip anti the unity of tue farnily that tlie inovernont is reaily directeti ; anti

it is to tlie question xvhetlier iii tlîe interc3t of botlî sexes anti of the

chultiren it is tiesirabie that tlie headship anti the unity of the family shoulti

cease to exist, that tlie attention of those who deai with this inatter ouglit

to be turneti. To legislate amiss on a subject fundamentally aflecting tlie

constitution of the famiiy is to strike society in tlie most vital point, and

it is friglîtful to tlîink of tlie laxity anti tlie careless pliancy wliiciî many

of our legislators sliow, The London Queen points out that if Mrs.Jab

Brighit liat lier way, the nirnber of tlie womnen in Englanti being consider,
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