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BOTH parties were no doubt genuinely surprised at the

result of the Toronto election. A month ago the
88 who should have predicted that in a contest between
Liberals anq Conservatives in Toronto for the choice of a
TePresentative, even in the local Assembly, the former
wo‘}ld be successful, would have been scouted by the
politica) wiseacres of both parties. But the causes of the
Unexpected issue in this case are pretty well understood.
¢ revolt of a large number of the more independent
Metbers of the party which is numerically the stronger in
the f’ity, against the operation of the ¢ machine,” was
UNNistakable and emphatic, and was probably the chief
factor in the problem.  That revolt was hopeful and
shoulq Prove salutary. Yet it would perhaps be easy to
Attach more importance to it as an evidence of growing
ndependence of spirit than it deserves, since it is alto-
gether Probable that had there been more at stake, in a
party Sense, the recalcitrants, or many of them, would
Scarcely have held out. Had the contest, for instance,
been Waged for the Dominion Commons by the same men
80d under the same circumstances, it is altogether likely
t'}_’at Party loyalty would have triumphed over personal
dlssatiefaction, Another influential cause of the unlookéd-
for outcome was the disenfranchisement of numerous citi-
“ns through the failure of the proper officers to have
éntered their names upon the voters’ lists. This is a mat-
?er Wwhich should be and no doubt will be closely enquired
nto. A third circumstance, which had evidently consid-
erable effoct in reducing the number of votes polled to
‘l_nusua]ly small diwmensions, was the restriction of the
Mght to vote to the district in which the voter resides.
Thus the operation of the ‘one-man, one-vote ” principle,
®xcellent as that principle is in itself, was not without
Jerious disadvantages. This local inconvenience will be
%58 observed as electors become more used to the arrange-
Tent, yet there will always be a considerable number of
Voters who will be unable or unwilling to leave their
Places of business and return to their places of residence,
f’ften in a distant part of the city, for the purpose of vot
8. The question arises whether the difficulty might not
be meg by allowing each elector to choose whether he shall
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be enrolled in the district in which he resides, or in that in
which he does business. In pointing out these various
influences which had to do with the result, we have no
intention to disparage the merits of the successful candi-
date, nor have we any doubt that his personal popularity
and the general conviction that he would, if returned,
prove an able and useful representative, had also much to
do in securing his election. Nor can we resist the hope
that the result affords some faint indication of a growing
tendency, however slight as yet, to pay more attention to
the qualifications of candidates and less to the mandates of
the party “bosses,”

A GOOD deal of discussion has very naturally arisen
from the fact that the Ontario Government and Leg-
islature at the late session adopted the expedient, novel to
Canadians, of a succession tax. Some of the other Prov-
inces have, we believe, followed the example. To those
who object on principle to every form of direct taxation,
the exaction of a percentage from large estates as they
pass by inheritance or bequest from the dead to the living
will appear nbjectionable because it is direct in its nature.
To most other persons such a mode of raising money for
the public service will, we think, commend itself as one of
the least objectionable that could-be devised. The dead
man has done with his possessions and cannot suffer loss,
His having been able to accumulate a large amount of
property may be accepted as evidence that he enjoyed in
a large degree the protection of the laws and the advan-
tages of good government. By some it may be held to
prove that he was less mindful than he should have been
of the claims of his fellow-citizens and of humanity. This
need not, however, be pressed. The inheritor or inheri-
tors have never been in possession of the property. In
the majority of cases probably they have done nothing to
earn it. In any case they cannot feel the loss of that
which they have never had. The provision that the tri-
bute shall be exacted only from the larger estates affords
sufficient guarantee that no hardship or privation can
ensue from the payment of the tax. In so far as the
operation of the statute tends to discourage the accumu-
lation of immense hoards in the hands of individuals and
to encourage the distribution and circulation of the capi-
tal of the country it can be only beneficial to all concerned,
the prospective heirs themselves not often excepted. It
is pretty clear that, under the present Canadian constitu-
tion, the provinces will be compelled to vesort more and
more to direct taxation for revenue purposes, and they
will be wige to make this taxation of a kind that will fall
a8 lightly as possible upon the people and their industries.
Without entering just now further into a question which
affords much scope for controversy, it may, we think, be
assumed that there is a growing conviction that the weight
of dead men’s hands bas often in the past pressed too
heavily upon the rights and interests of the living.

THE Canada Lancet published, as a supplement to its

April number, a letter from Dr. Geikie, Dean of the
Faculty of Trinity Medical College, in reply to the Report
of Sir Daniel Wilson, which was laid before the Legis-
lature at its recent session. That Report, it will be
remembered, was written at the request of Premier Mowat,
a8 an answer to a previous remonstrance made by Dr.
Geikie against the alleged expenditure of a considerable
sum from the resources of the Provincial University for
the advantage of the Medical Department of that institu-
tion. In so far as the matters treated of in these papers
relate to the general principle involved in the question
touching the use of Provincial funds for purposes of medi-
cal education proper, it is one which ought to be discussed,
in the interests of the University and the public, as well
as in justice to the self-supporting medical colleges. As
we have before intimated, we have no hesitation in endors-
ing the general principle laid down by Dr., Geikie, viz,,
“ That it is not the duty of the State to use public funds
of any kind in educating students for a special profession,
such as medicine or law, any more than for any other call-
ing by which people earn their living,” as demonstrably
sound. This principle has long been acted on by the Gov-
ernment and people of the Province, and few, we think,
will now attempt to controvert it. The real question at

issue, so far as the great majority of the disinterested
public are concerned, is the question of fact, Is it true,
or is it not, that under the present arrangement between
the University of Toronto and its newly-created Medical
Depertment, a larger or smaller portion of the funds of
the University, which are of course the funds of the Pro-
vince, have been diverted from their proper channels, and
used for the behoof of that department? The question
becomes somewhat complicated by reason of the difficulty
in distinguishing accurately between the scientific instruc-
tion which is essential to a liberal education and that
which pertains specifically to the study of medicine. On
this point the evidence adduced by Dr. Geikie appears
certainly to be conclusive, especially as he is able to quote
from official publications of the University Medical Fac-
ulty announcements which seem susceptible of no other
interpretation than that which he gives them, Dr, Geikie
algo points out the impropriety, obvious on other grounds,
of permitting rooms in the Biological building of the Uni-
versity to be used for anatomical purposes. Even the non-
professional mind can well understand how undesirable it
must be to have the class-rooms, which should be devoted
to general scientific uses, pervaded by the unpleasant asso-
ciations, to say nothing of the smells of the dissecting
room. We cannot, however, take space in these columns
to summarize the evidence brought forward to show that,
as a matter of fact, large expense has been incurred by
the authorities of the Provincial University, in building
and otherwise, which could have had no other object than
to increase its facilities for medical education proper, We
have on former occasions expressed our sympathy with the
self-supporting medical colleges, under the injustice done
them when they are brought into competition with a col-
lege aided from the funds of the Province which has
chartered them. Their very existence, in a high state of
efficiency, proves that the aid of the public treasury is
wholly unnecessary in the interests of medical science,
while the abundant supply of medical practitioners makes
it equally clear that the profession is sufficiently attractive
to leave no cause for fear that the supply will not always
be quite equal to the demand. The subject demands and
the Legislature should insist on fuller investigation.
S it a fair and honest redistribution, or ig it a gerry
* marder ”? Thatis the question which now is, or pres-
,ently will be, in hot dispute between the Government and
the Opposition at Ottawa. It is a question which should
receive the dispassionate consideration of every intelligent
elector in the Dominion. The framing of a Bill to effect
the rearrangement of constituencies made necessary by the
results of the census was a matter in which the good faith
of the Government was involved in an especial manner,
If, in a transaction between two gentlemen in private life,
or between the heads of two business firms of high stand-
ing, it should so happen that, by some concurrence of
events, the one was placed in a position in which he held
to a certain extent the interests of the other in his hands ;
if, for instance, the one was called on to act as arbiter in
& case in which the rival interests of the two were
involved, we can readily conceive how sensitive the indj.
vidual thus placed would be on the point of honour. How
careful he would be to pronounce a decision, or adopt a
course of action, which would give him no unfair advan.
tage over his neighbour. And how unworthy it would be
deemed on the part of the other to suspect his neightour
to be capable of taking an unfair advantage of his position.
Is it not & sad comment upon the condition of affairs in
Canadian politics, that when the leaders of one party, by
reason of their position, are placed in circumstances in
which they have, in a large measure, the fate of, the other
in their hands, such is the mutual lack of confidence in
each other’s honour, that the * honourable ” gentlemen at
the head of the Opposition are ready to believe those at the
head of the Administration so destitute of any high sense
of honour, as to be not above taking advantage of their
position of trust in order to perpetrate a disgraceful and
dishonest trick for their own advantage and for the dis.
advantage of their political rivals ? But, bad as is such a
state of affairs, it becomes vastly worse if the event shows
that these suspicions, at variance as they are with all
traditions of manly honour, are to a greater or less extent



