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READ!NGS FROM CURRENT LITERA TURE.

HOW CRIME lIAS INCREASE]) IN IRELAND UNDER TIIE

NATIONAL LAND LEAGUE.

THE Land Leaguie, with Mr. Parnell, M P, as President,
and Mr. Egan, as Treasurer, was founded in August, 1879,
though the agitation against rent had continued from the
commencement of the year.

IlWhat is known in Ireland to-day as the National
League, is to ail intents and purposes precisely the same
organization as the Land League, which in 1881 was pro-
claimed as being a dangerous association. "-Mr. Michael
IDavitt, at Queenstown. Tinips, 27th Septemner, 1887.

Offciai Reeiturits of Aqîarian Crimes and o/f ersons
IBoycottedI."

In the year 1879, the agrarian crimes wcrc. 870
In the year 1880, they rose to............... 2,585
In the year 1881, they rose to ....... 4,439
Froun January to June, 1882), they rose to.. 2,597
On the l2th JuIy, 1882, the Crimes Preven-

tion Act was passed, when agrarian crime
fell from July to December, 1882, t...836

In the year 1883, the agrarian crimes were.. 834
In the year 1884, the agrarian crimes were .744
From January to June; 1885, the agrarian

crimes were ............ >........... 373
Number of persons wholly and partially 672

Ilhoycotted " from April to June, 1885,. . ý29 9
On the l2th July, 1885, the Crimes Prevei.-

tion Act expired, and during the follow-
ing six months agrarian crimes nearly
doubled and cihoycotting " nearly trohled.

From July to Decembor, 1885, agrarian
crimes rose to. ..................... 5 143

Number of persons wholly and partiafly 1,3

Ilhoycotted " rose to ................ 891f
in the year 1886, the agrarian crimes were 1,025
On the 3lst Auguat, 1887, the number of

persons wholly and partially "lboycotted"
rose to.............................. 4,556

From January to June, 1887, the agrarian
crimes were...................... 470

Crimes Act passed, July, 1887 ~ 3
From July to December, 1887, the agrarian86

crimes were........................ 399)
On the 3lst December, 1887, the numbor of

persons whol ly and partially Ilboycottod "
fel to ................................. ,469

In the year 1888, the agrarian crimes wero. . 635
On the 3lst [ecemher, 1888, the number of

persons wholly and partially Ilboycotted "
stood at.......................... ... 712

Total number of agrarian crimes, which in-
clude unurder, manslaughter, firing ai
the person, conspiracy to murder, as-
saults on police, hailiffs, and process-
servers, cutting or maiming the person,
killing, cutting or maiming cattie, firing
into dwellings, etc., etc. 1,5 to the date
given, exclusive of *1 boycotting-..........16,350

-Noes IroiniIreland.

1-1W MR. BRIGHT 'RItF.ARED 1115 SPEECHES.

WHEN Mr. Bright had to make a great speech ho
hrooded over it day after day. But ho did flot care to do
ail his preparation at his desk or in solitude. As argu-
ments ahd illustration occurred to hlm ho liked to try
their effeot by talking theun over with his friends; and
when ho was at home, if nohody else was witbin reacb, ho
talked them over with his gariener. The speech took shape
in conversation. Thon ho made the "lnotes>' which ho
intended to use when the speech was delivered. Hie gave
an account of these "lnotes " in a letter in which ho said,
"lAs to modes of preparation for speaking, it seems to me
that every man would readily discover what suits him
best. To write speeches and commit them to memory is,
as you term it, a double slavory which I could not bear.
To speak without preparation, especialîy on great and
solomn topics, is rashuess and cannot bo recommended.
When 1 intend to speak on anything that sooms to mel
important, I consider what it is that I wvish to impress upofi
my audience. I do not write my facts or my arguments,
but make notes on two or three or four slips of paper,
giving the line of argument and the facts as they occur to
my mmnd, and 1I bave the words to corne at cal 'hile I am
speaking. There are occasionally short passages which for
accuracy I may write down, as sometimes a150-almOStinvariably-the concluding words or sentencas may ho
written. This i8 very nearly al 1 can say on this ques-
tion. The advantage of this plan is, that while it leavos a
certain and sufficient freedom to the speaker, it keeps him
within the main linos of the original plan upon which the
speech was framed, and what ho says, therefore, is more
likely to ho compact, and flot wandering and diffuse." It
was his -habit, when ho spoke on the platform, to place his
notes on the hrim of his hat, which stood on the table
before him ; they wero written on haîf shoots of note-papor.
Extracts of more than three or four linos in longth which
ho intended to quoto in support of his statements, were
usually written on similar haîf-sheets, separately flum-
bered, and woro carefully placed on the table by the side
of the hat. His annual speeches to his constituents rarely
extended over leas than an hour; and they as rarely
exceededl an hour and five minutes. But the sheets Of notes

varîod groatly in number; sometimes ho had only four ou
five ; sometimes ho had eîght or fine ; and 1 think occa-
sionally still mxore. -Conemporarji Revie iv.

STEWART, NOT STUJART.

THE etymology of this word, which is derivod, as
everybody knows, from the hereditary office of Great
Steward of Scotlaud, held by Walter Stewart (who by his
marriage withi Princess Marjory, daughter and heiress of
King Robert Bruce, founded the royal lino) and, it is
said, hy the seven generations of his family imrnediately
preceding him ; the example of Barbour, Pardon and
others of the Scottish chroniclers; the universal custom of
the royal house and their subjects for upward of two hun-
dred years after the foundation of the dynasty, ail favour
"Stewart " as the correct formn of the name. It was net
until Mary's residence in Paris, as bride-eloct, and after-
wards as Queen of Francis II., that the French, af ter their
national wont, gallicized the word to suit their own alpha-
bet and accent, in much the samo fashion as that in which
nearly three conturies lator they transformed the pat-
ronymic of Napoleon from Buonaparte (the proper Italian
form) to Bonaparte, or as the names of our towns appoar
in such altered guise as IlEdinbourg " and " Cantorbéry."
Orthographical errors of this kind are intelligible, if ifot
defensible, on the part of the foreigner ; but it is certainlv
strange to find the native endorsing them, and, as in this
case, practically banishing the original form. of spelîing
from the languaze in favour of a corruption of alien source.
--Al the Year 1eound.

A FASHIONABLE MARRIAGE IN RUSSIA.

THE Russians generally marry quite Younfg in the
upper classes, and amongst country people evon at an
e-arlier age;- and to the honour of this society ho it said,
love marriages are the rule, and marriages for money are
very rare exceptions. Dowry-hunting and marriages of
interest have not yet made their appearance in Russian
manners. Girls of high social position roadily marry
Young officers of the Guard, who furnish the largest con-
tingent of dancers to the halls of Petersburg. During the
carnival fêtes the two armios, t>~ army in potticoats and
the army that wears epaulets, learn to know each other
thoroughly. Friondship springs up, the Young man pays
court, and one day, without having consulted anyhody,
twe fiancés corne to ask of the parents a hlessing, which is
nover refused.

The Church dees not marry during Lent, so they have
to wait until Easter week. Fashion demands for the
celebration of the ceremony the chapol of seme private
house, if the couple have not sufficient lefty relations te
secure the chapel. of the palace. A family that respects
itself ought to have at its wedding as henorary fathor and
mother, if not the Emperer and the Empress, at least a
Grand-Duke and a Grand-Duchess. The honorary fathor
gives the holy image, which sonie little child related to
the families carnies in the front of the fiancé~s. They enter
the church followed hy ahl their friends in gala uniform.
The ceromony hegins; it is very long, and complicated
with many symholic rights; a emaîl table-a sort of movo-
able altar-is placed in the middle Of the oratory ; the
couple are separatod from it hy a band of rose-colourod
satin; whon the priest calîs, they muet advance, and the
first who sets foot on the band, whether husband or
wife, will ho the one who will impose his or her will in the
household. This is an article of faith for ail the matrons,
who watch them at the moment.

On the table is placed the liturgical formulary, the
candlos which they must hold, the cross which they will
kiss, the rings which they will exchange, the cup of wino
in which they will moiston their lips, and which is called
in the Slavenic ritual "lthe cup of bitterness." Pages ro-
lieve each other to carry with outstretched arms two heavy
crowns, which must ho held abovo the heads of the fiancès
while the ceromony continues. At the docisive moment,
when the priost is pronouncing the words that bind them
together, the couple walk three times around tho altar,
followed by the crown-bearors; until tho third turn in
completed there is time to turf hack ; aftor that tho die is
cast, the couple are unitod for lifo. Thereupon the sing-
ors etrike up in their most strident voices the joyens hymn,
"«Lot Isaiah rejoice." The bride and groom thon go and
prostrato themaselves before the Virgin of the Iconostase,
and kiss her filigree robe, aftor which they pass into th,
neighbouring salon, whore they gayly clink glasses of
champagne, while the invitod guests receive boxes of
swootmoeats marked with the monogramn of the Young
vOupl.-The Vicomte Eugèéne Melchior de Voguè, in Har-
Per's Magazine for June.

TUE 1ILOODHOUND.

FROm an illustrated article in the June Century we
quote the following: IlSome few years ago the idea, of the
use of bloodhounds for detective purposes was mooted in
the daily papers, and the howl of horror at the baebarity
of such a proceeding that it raised from the uninformed
was most amusing tô those who know the tractahility of
the bloodhound. Rie wae associated with the tales of slave-
hunting in 4'Uncle Tom's Cabin ' and ' Dred,' and was
supposed ta ho a ferocious monster, endowed with witch-
like attributes, and capable of pursuing his victim succesa-
fully under any conditions until caught, when ho would
certainly teair him limb fromn limTb.

IlThe horrible murders committed in the East End of

London last yoar and the complote failuro of the police to
trace the perpetrator of these outrages were the means of
calling attention once more to tho qualifications of this
old-time detective. The daily papers wero filled with
letters advocating lis use ; but, fronu the thoroughly
impracticable nature of unany of these opfistlos, I fear that
the change in public opinion was due more te a strong
desire for vengeance on an exceptionally loathsome Buis-
creanit than to increased knowledge of the disposition of
the hloodhound. At one time the piolice received about
1200 letters daily containing various suggestions, and of
these some 400 proposed the use of bloodhounds. Some
of the newspaper correspondlents seemed to believe that
the police had only to take a bloodhound of any kind to
the place where a murdek had been comrnitted weoks or
monthe hefore, and the animal would at once scent out the
trail of the murderer in preference to thousands of i-dbers
and infallihly run the man down.

IlIn the boginning of October 1 was consulted by Sir
Charles Warren, thon the Chiof Cononissioner of Metro-
politan Police, as to the feasibility of emnploying blood-
hounds to track the Whitechapel murderer, and after 8ome
correspondence I took two hounds up to London to oxperi-
mont with..- Wo rau them repeatedly in the parks for the
information of police authorities and varions representa-
tives of the press, and sufficiently demonstrated the facts
that the hounds will run a man who is a complote stranger
to them, that when they have corne up to their man they
will net molest him in any way, and that although the lino
may ho crossed by others they will not change. While in
London I nover rau them without the ino of the hunted
man being crossed (often by quito a number of people), but
the hounds nover once changed. They could carry the
lino acrose and for a short way along the gravel paths in
the parks, but the experiments made on the London stones
could not ho considered as satisfactory as we should have
wished. llunting the dlean boot on a London pavement is,
I believe, the most sovere test that any hound cati ho put
to, and will, of course, require special and careful training."

CATCHING A BIG BASS.

"By George ! I've got him," oxelaims our friend in
the chair, and as we hastily look up, ho is seen appar-
ently fighting to keep hie rod erect, whilst something at
the other end is convulsive]y dragging it downward, with
such jerks as threaten to part the line or break the rod.
The reel is whizzing in a threatening way, and our friend
has a hard time to keep lis thuîub on the harrel cf the
reel, and at the samne time avoid having hie knuckles
rapped and tomn by the rapidly revolving handle. Hie
left, as yet, graspe the rod above the reel and forces the
socket inte his groin.

IlBring out that boît, Tom," hoe yells, and Tom cornes
jumping down the rocks, in one hand hie gaff-hook and in
the other a leather boIt with a short round pockot sewed
on its centre. This Tom hastily buckles about the waist
cf the fisherman, when, carefully shifting the pole, ho places
the butt in this pocket and is thus protected from possible
injury, which the great leverage cf the fish's pulling on the
top cf the rod can easily produce. The fish, in the mean-
time, has succeeded in getting away, say three or four
hundred foot new, and shows some hesitation. Our friend
has carefully kept a pressure on the reel, whilst indulging
hie majesty ini imaginary freodom cof running-but which
ho begins te roalize as Iluncanny,".-and as our eyos follow
the slendor thread cf the line if its distant entry into the
water, it us seen te ruse, and presently with a whirl cf his
tail, the fish Shows himself ; looking thon te our unskilled
eyee a very monster, and as ho again disappears wo unhesi-
tatingly pronounce himu full six feet long.

"lOh, ne," says our friend in reply to our exclamation,
"lho is not over a thirty pounder, but hoe is a good one-
sec him fight! " and the victim tugs and tugs, with a
desperatien horn cf a foresight cf hie calamity ; but iuu
vain, and in another ten minutes ho loses heart, and sheers
in toward the shore, when out, friend is put te ail hie ekill
te check and reel him in bofore ho reaches a huge rock
inehore for which hoe heads-J ust if time ! The next wave
movos him hodily chis side of that rock and the road is
clear te warping him --roi'Striped Bass Fishing,"
by A. Poster Higgins, in J'Une ~Scribner's.

ILEFLECTIONS.

STILTs are no botter in conversation than in a footrace
Feîîy muet hold itus tongue while wearing the wig of

wisdom.
It is the foolish aim cf the athoist te ecan infinitude

with a microscope.
When poverty comes in at the cottage door, true love

goos at it with an axe.
A voin of humour shiould be made visible without the

hieîp cf a reduction mill.
The reformer beeomes a fanatic when lie hegine to use

hie emotione as a substituta for hie reasoningy faculty.
Many an objoot in life must ho attained by flank

movements; it is the zigzag road that leads te the moun-
tain top.

Ail the pathe cf life lead to the grave, and the utmost
that we can do is te avoid the short cuts.

The office should seek the man, but it should inspect
him thoroughly before taking him.

Humility is meet sorviceablo as an undergarmient, and
should nover ho worn as an oeorcoat.

The Good Samaritan helps the unfortunate wayfarer
without asking how hoe intende te voe.

J. A. Miacon, in (Jentury Bric-a-Brac.
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