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THE ECONOMJC IVTERPRETATION 0F
HISITORY.*

T HS valub o is strongly marked alike by the ex-

Prof. Rogers' writings are familiar. Lt deals witli a field
of investigation whidh lie lias made almost entirely li
own, and of which lie over and over again telle hie hearers
-- for the treatise is in the formi of lectures-that lie las
still a mouopoly. Slipshod ini hie Englieli to an almost in-
crodible exteut, and far more dogmatic in hie assertions of

t ecouomic theories than many of the great writers whose
dogmatism, lie denounces, lie yet succeeds in making his
treatment of hie great subjeot at once instructive and en-
tertaining to a degree that only those who have given the
matter some previous attention can fully appreciate, though
ail who take any intereet in Englieli history will find that
lie throws a great deal of liglit on epieodes previously ob-

P scure if not inexplicable. Lt is the fashion of the day to
speair of the. "lhietorical metliod " in relation to economie
science, as in relation to many other sciences. Lu thus
connection the expression je ambignous, meaning some-
times researchi into paet economic conditions of eociety, at
others researchi into past economic opinions or theories. In
tlie former of these senses Mr. Rogers' work may lie char-
acterized as one of the moet important contributions ever
made to the literature of the subject. It embodies the ne-
suite of many yeare of minute investigation carried on over

afield far wider than that covered by hie well known "lSix
Centuries of Work and Wages." One cannot help feeling
a strong conviction that lie is riglit in giving a quite new
version of some occurrences which have been couventionally
treated for generations by superficial hietorians, and tliat
still greater resulte will before long lie produced by the
new band of inveetigators for whom lie lias so conepicuoue-
ly and succeesfuliy set the example. In short, wliat Free-
man, Gardiner and Stulbes, following in the path marked
aut by Hallamn, have accomplislied by researches into the
English constitution and institutions, lie lias equalled by
hie researches into the induetnial, commercial and fiscal

national existence.

No reader of Mr. Rogers' previaus works needs tai lie
told that on saine prominent economie doctrines lie is at

t variance witli the older economiste, froin Adam Smith ta
John Stuart Mill. On some of the sanie doctrines hie je
equally at variance witli more recent writers, like Henry
C. Carey and Henry George. Take, for instance, the
theory of "rent." Mr. George accepte implicitly the
Ricardian definition of rent with its immediate cause the
Iowering of the margin of cultivation. Mr. Rogers' des-
cribes Ricardo'e theory as "lpartly a truisin, partly a fal-
laoy," and declares that 'lits acceptauce as a sufficient
analysis of rent le one of the peculiar hindrances whicli
obetruct the way when we have ta salve a present diffi-
culty af no common magnitude." HLe goes on ta dlaim
that lie is "lthe only persan who lias examined rente hie-
tonically," and, speaking of Mr. GLeorge's proposed confis-
c*tion of "lrent," lie addsý: " It is not a little remankable
that a tlieory whidh assigne a providential origin of reut
sliould lie pressed inta the service of the theoriet wha

wishes ta, annul it; whule the inference whidh I draw fromi
the facto of the case je that it would lie not anly a blunder
and an injustice, but an amazing, folly, ta accept Mr.

t George's conclusion." Readere of Mr. Rogers' writiugs
will not lie surprised tai learu that the kind of IIrent "

-Mr. George proposes tai confiscate je nat at ahl the kind of
"rent " the confiscation of whicli Mr. Rogers denounces

as a blunder, an injustice and an amazing fally. Lt is nat
necessary ta, express lere any opinion as ta the menite of
Mr. George's remedy for unfair distribution of the pro-
ducte of the industrial cammunity, but at aIl evente Mr.
Rogers' historical account of Il rent " furnielies no ref uta-
tion of the arguments by which lie supports it.

One of the most intereeting and useful parts of this
work je the lecture devoted ta "lLegislation on Labour."
AilVreaders of Englieli history knaw somnething about the
attempte made by the Englieli Panliament ta regulate by
statute the wagee tlat should lie paid ta labourens, but
few have any adequate conception of the extent ta whidh
thie tyrannical interference witli the operation of the or-
diuary law af eupply and demand was carried. The num-
ber of Labour Acte passed was in ail thirty-seven, and the
last ofthemn wae nat ewept from the etatute book till 1825.
Mn. Rogers makes it perfectly clean that the early statutes

weealmost entineiy inoperative on account of the scarcity
of labourers whidh resulted fromn the "lBlackr Death," but,
strange ta say, lie does not sec that the fact of this failure
shaws that hie refutation of the wage fund theory je fanr
froni satisfactory. The samne failune militates equally
against Mn. George's colnclusions on the samne subject,
thaugh lie is juet as blind ta the fact as Mn., Rogers je. It

*would do tlose wlio denaunce the wonkingmen for their
efforts to, botter their position by meane of unions, and even
atrikes, a world of good ta learu liow completely the labour-
ing class of England were able ta hld their awn during
the fifteentli century until the Tudor laws, and especially
the. great Labour Act passed by ElizabetLh's Panliament in
1563, cnusled theni juta vintual servitude. Frani that
condition they are stili. trying ta free themeelves, and if
the means they resont ta are annoying ta emplayers, they
are certainly nat unnatural in view of the means nesorted
to by generations of employers ta reduce theni ta subjec-
tion and helpiesenees.

*TUe .Eeonmie Interpretation of Histoiy (Lectures deljvered in
Worcester Collezge Hall, Oxford, 1887-8), by James B. ohrold Rogers,
Ne. York : G. 'P. Putnam'a Sonos; London .T. Fisher 'Unwin; 'Tor-
obto. Wgllu~afli & 0o.; 1888.

Mr. Rogers je a member of tlie Britishi fouse of Con
mous, and an advanced Radical in politice. 1He was ei
ciuded from Oxford for mauy years on account of hie pa]

Ltical opinions, and in this volume lie maires no attempt t
)fconceal them. Heie jetlorouglily and robustly indeper
dednt, feaniese in hie pursuit of truth, and frauk in hi
sstatemeut of wliat lie finde. The spirit in whidh lie cai
.8 ries-on hie investigations leaves little ta lie desired, ani
is the defecte of forme are trilles compared witli the valueo

what lielias doue.
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T HE Bank of England je unique among the financial in.
stitutions of the world. No two nations have pre.

ciselv the saine banking systein, but the system adoptEd àx
t England differe mudli more from the systeme of moet other

countnies than tliey differ from eadh other, and the Bank
of England je ite most praminent feature. A complete
history of the Bank of Englaud means a complete financial
history of England fnom 1694 ta the present time, and as
this could not possibly lie compressed juta one moderately
sized volume, the suli-titie of the preseut work je rathex
misleading. The history je a very gaod one for aIl that,
and auy one who desires ta get a succinct statement of the
origin, developmnt, and preseiit condition of the Bankr af
England will get it liere. The latter part of the volume je
of course mucli more instructive than the earlier part of it,
inasmudli as the history of the Bankr ejace 1842 lias
been mudli more important than ail ite previaus hietory
taken together. Peel's Bankr Act of 1844, which wae
more the wonk of Lord Ovenstane than of Peel, was the
great turning point in its developmnt, and the most im-
portant feature of the Act was the separation effected
between the Banking and the Issue Departments. The
nature of this famous piece of legielation je weii described
by Mn. Francjs, wlio is, toalal appearance. in sympatliy
with its tendeucies, and leie j equally effective in dealing
with the effect of the Act of 1844 on the Management of
the Bankr of Engiand and its internaI working. The book
contains mudli cuiaus and interesting information about
minor matters that histoniausare tao apt ta overlook, sudh
as the persona] dharacter and adhievemente of Pattensan, the
founder of the Bank ; the appearance and matenial of the
notes ; the kjnd of business done in the Banking Depant-
meut, and the nature af the precautians.taken; the num-
ber, occupation, and treatment of the employeeài; the
location, appeanance, and extent of the buildings, etc. Al
these thinge, and mauy others, go ta make the work more
useful, as well as more entertainiug, than it would otlier-
wise lie.

MUSTOAND THE DRAMA.

THE FORESTERS' CONCERT.
ONE of the largeet audiences of the season was gathened

at the Pavilion on Thursday evening last, on the occasion
of the annual concert of the combined city Courts of the
Canadiaii, Orden of Forestens. The programme, ý% idli lad
been prepared, was iargely preseeted by local talent, with
the addition of Miss Maud Morgan, the liarpiet, from New
York, and Mn. S. E. Walt, a tenon froin Boston. Lu
speaking of Mns. Frankr Macirelcan and Master George
Fax, bath of Hamilton, as lieing local, 1 have no dispo-
sition-ta forecast the possible annexation Of that ambitions
little city. Mns. Mackelcan'e frequent appeanance in To-
routa, and lier evident papularity here, as well as the great
succese adhieved by yaung Fax, certainly incline me ta
feel a pnide of ownership in these talented People. The
local contingent taking part were Mdlle. Adéle Strauss,
Mn. E. W. Sdliudh, Mn. James Fax, Mn. 1H. L. Clark.
Mdlle. Strauss' inging surpassed al lier previaus efforts,
and lier nendering of the Aria, froux La Clemenza di
Tito was a rare instance of good vocalisation, correct style,
and a stnong dramatie tendency. Mn. Schuch's fine sea
sang, 'lThe Skipper," wa seung witl that bluff jollity
which je hie cliaracterietic, and won a warm recaîl. Mn.
Herbent Clark's carnet solos wene uiiiversaliy admîned, and
mueicians lad a treat in lis playing of Sullivan's -"Lost
Chord." Mn. James Fax, alwaye popular in Toronto,
found in the audience a bouse full of sympatlietjc spirite
wlio dleered lis efforts ta the edho. Mrs. Mackeîcan, no
doulit inspired by the lange assemblage, sang with that
spirit and feeling whidh je so frequently fauud in this
gifted lady, and in lien duet with Mdlle. Strauss the two
ladies gave us indeed a cccoucaurse Of sweet sounde. "
Young Fox je a distinct succese; ie lias a fine, broad,
dlean tons, almost inexhaustible techuical reaunces, and
above ail, an unsophisticated taste. What faulte le
slows are those anly of youtli and inexpenience, and nat
tliose of temperament and bad training, Don of viciously
directed taste. The wonde, while connectly descriptive, are
cold, for I have nanely been 80 moved ta admiration by
lianeet effort entirely free froalni enetni ciaus adjuncte as
1 have been by the playing of this lad. Study, haneet con-
tinuous practice, and the liearing of wihat is great and
good in music, would open up fan lim a future billiant
beyond the most sanguine lapes of liimself and lie fiende,
neanly aIl of whidh lie owes ta hie faitîful teacler Mn.
Baumaun. The tenons that came ta Toronto frain Bastln
do nat seem ta have been veny fotunate lateiY, in their
awn excellence, on in that of the impression tley created
au ariving liene, and Mr. Walt was no exception ta this
nule; -Miss Maud Morgan, on the other liand, gave tas a

*Hlisiory of the ank of Rngland. y Josephi Hume F'rancis.
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Most deigltful performance on tîat rare instrument, the
harp. fier classic appearance and lier flowing draperies
campleted with lier instrument, an osthetic picture rarely
seen, ta whidli muet lie added the influence exerted by lier
wonderful playing, and the etnength and continuity of toue
she dnawe from lien larp, bath as a noveity and for the ex-
cellence of lien performance. She made herself a favourite
with the audience, and will, no doulit, soon lie calied upan
ta re-visit us. A notice of this concert would lie incoin-
piete witliaut mentioning the excellent and most judiciaus
accompanimente played by Mn. D. J. O'Brien, of Hamilton.

THOSE who went to the Grand Opera House on Mon-
e-day eveningr expecting to see a dramatie performance in

which they should feel the nervous band of fascination
rand expectant terror holding them as fast as did that of

.k Mr. Rider Haggard, in lis celebrated bookr, will have heen
disappointed, for whatever the spectacular and scenic ex-
cellencies of ,She are, its dramatic value, as produced in Mr.

ts Gillette's version, is smal ; its dramatic strength lies rather
ofi its many thrilling situations, than in the cunning value

ofisplot. The gesture and lurid flash of lightning with
t'which She quietly wipes out of existence ail who oppose

hier, makes, in itself, an incident that, despite its liorror,
Ifthe epectator longs for and blames the author if it does

not come often enough. Everybody expected to see five
or six savages hot-potted, and could this amusement of the
"lAma Haggar " have heen introduced into the dramna, it
would draw far beyond the capacity of the liouse. iBeing
spared this exciting incident, we have to content ourselves

9 with feeding on the liorrors and magnificence of the under-
ground palace of She, and with the realism of the well of
tire. She herself, as represented by Miss Telula Evans,
when viewed closely, appeared as if the effort of livigtwo
thousand years liad tired hier somewhat and made hier juet
a trille scraggy, thougli lier first appearance impresses you
with a rocognition of a certain degree of beauty. Miss
Evans is a fair actress and a passable singer. The music
by Fuerst je cominonplace, and the chorus lias frequent
difficulty in reaching its highest points, sometimes to the
utter discomfiture of all sense of correct intonation. Lu
other respects the chorus looks passably \vell, and dances
passably well. A liero could neyer be made of IlLeo
Vincey," whose v&cillating disposition prevents hie charac-
teristics from being adrni,,ed, and while Mr. W. S. Harkins
looked quito a liero, hie playing was in placer, eufficiently
wýeak to agree with the character represented. Tho best
piece of work in the play wab that of the cliaracter which did
not belong to it, the typical American drummer being used
for this purpose. The scenery and general mounting, and
many of the costumes, make She one of the moat gorgeous
spectacles ever presented in Toronto.

THE authorities of the Metropolitan Opera FLouse have
been showing a most laudable example, by paying royalties
to Mme. Wagner on all the performances of Wagner's
operas taking place in that building, altliough not bound
by law to do so.

M. CAMILLE SAINT-SÂENS, the great organist of the
Ohurch of the Madeline, Paris, wiîî next senson maire a tour
of America, giving organ recitals in the principal cities.

1 THINF. Rider I-laggard Vaust have had Maggie Mitchell
in hie mind when lie wrote She. This lady lias been on
the stage for fifty years, twenty-eight of whicli ehe lias
played Fauchon, the Cricket.

THE American Musician, in speaking of the recent
quarterly Conservatory Concert, pays a deserved compli-
ment to Sig. D'Aunia and lis vocal pupils.

THEODORE WAcHTTEL, tihe Nestor of German tenors, on
the i 2th inet. celebrated the fortieth anniversary of lis
début on tlie operatic stage.

MR. BÂRRIN.TON FoOTE, the popular baritone, again 4
sang for Mn. Charles Harries at th, Churdl of St. James
the Apostle, Montreal, on1 Sunday, Feb. 24, before a
overwlielming congregation. Hlie selections were taken
f rom the oratorio "lElijai, " al of which were given in a
tru]y magnificent niner.

ME. FRIEDERWcK ARCHER, the well-known arganist, who
is going, to settie in Milwaukree, declares that hie finde a
more general musical intelligence in the West than iný the
East, and that "lthe ripe musical knowledge of the people
in Manitoba is simply amazing.",

A DRUM CORps tournamenlt will shortly be held in
Boston. That ie a good idea. Wiy should not a band
and drum corps tourilament ie lield in Toronto this aura-
mer?' These entertainments Pay in emaîl places, and with
the impetus gîven to the POPuîarity of band music by the
enterpnise of Mr. Bayley, they elouldlie able to produce
satisfactory resulteg in Toronto.

HARRIET AYERys the POpular mezzo-soprano of the late
Kellogg Opera CJomfpany, Who recently married Edgar
Strakosdli, will joifl McOaui's Opera Conpany this season
to take the place of Laura Moore, wlio will lie the priaa
donna of the Francis Wilson Opera Company.

APTEit her recent fiasco at Vienna, Mme. Pauline LuccaÀ
han been persuaded ta favour Ainenica with a tour of forty
concerts, whicli is ta lie ler last farewell ta the public. It
je now exactly thirty years sm90Ç Lucca made lier début, at
the age of eighteen, as "Elvit ,," in p rit2ni at Olmutz.
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