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If the twelfth volume cf this great work dees net contain as large a
number cf eminent and intcrcsting naines as soi-e of its predecessors, at
least the treatment cf its suhjects is as careful and as accurate as ever.
Even the best informed reader wilI be astonislîed te fini bew many i 1
cf considerable importance and influence have lived and laboured in thif
British Islands, cf wbom lie bas neyer heard befere ; antI even tliose wh
are mnost familiar with the lives of our greater countrymnen will, in mist
cases, find scmietbing new cencerniîîg tîteit iii thte accounits whicli are here
given. Among the mere preminent naines in thte veluine, wlîich raen ges
frcm, Conder te Craigie, we stop first at Congreve, cf wliein a soîneu'bat
brief, but adequate, acceunt is givî.n by tire editor. Mr. (Jesîne Monik-
bouse gives a thoroughly appreciative and iiîteresting account of our great
landscape painter John Constable. R-is art, the wvritt'r reînarks, bas been
unjustly depreciatêd ; " but bis dlaim te Uce coîîsidered tUe founder of tire
scbool cf faithful landscape is now widt'ly î'ecogtnized at homie and abroami,
and the artist bimseif would scarcely have wisht'd for a hîighmer title te
imnrortality." W7hcn Fuseli looed at soine of bis pictures, lit, renîarked that
Constable mnade him. call for bis great coat aid umîbrella, anti Il Blake oei
said cf one cf bis sketches, 'Thbis is not drawing, but inspiration ! '" Pass-
ing on we fmnd an excellent article on tUe celebrated Captain Cook, hîy
Professer Laughton, witlh a very graphie acoutnt of lus tragic dm'ath. 0f
the eight departed Lord Siaftesgbur-ys we hîavte excellenît oigahi'f the
tbree who have ebotained eiiinemce-tlie first, Antony Asltley Cooiper (a
namo tbey bave ail borne'), thme ininister cf Charles Ul. > the thirui, tire
auther cf the Characteristics; and the seventh, the well-Unown philan-
thîropist, wbe died in 1885. The first, by Mr. Osmund Airy, is a full and
careful aeceunt cf omie of the most enigmnatical men that ever lived ; and
the writer very properly dt'clines to say lie understantis Itini, whîilec adees
full justice to bis capacities and activity. lTme stecond, Uy Mr'. Steplica
himself, is a very adumirabîle accoumit of a mani wIvos* imiportance in respect
te psycbological nnd ('thical science is lu daniger cf bt'inig depreciated. The
third, hy Dr. W. G. Blaikie, is a symîpatbî'tic estinate of tUre cbaracter
rend wc-rk cf ont, who descrved well cf bis counitry. Whîile admntting tlîat
Shaftesbury sometimes "lexpresgeti himmself with an excessive severity cf
language, inconsistent with lus usual iioderation"-we aIl renietuber bis
vehonient language on Ecce in o lic declares with truth that II lus heart
was especiaily moved by whatevtr conmcerried the truc welfare cf the pî'opleý."
Those who wisb to be acquainted with thîe various foins thiat bis benevo-
lenît activity as8umed wîll tind al[ tlîty tan wamît iii this article. As wt'
pass on, we cerne te the well-known mities of Coplestom, Cornrwallis, Cesimi,
Ccverdale, alI treated fully anti accuratt'ly. 0f tire latter a very ccmîpletc
nccounit is given by Mri. lcdder. Most persons xvill te sui'pniscd tc hîmar
tliat tbe Iist cf tUe various editiomîs cf Coverdale's Bible amsd New 'Testa-
tirient fis mmo less than six celummîns of tîme Dictionary. TPle editer writm's
witb bis accustomed poer asnd grade of Cowley', an author new bardly
knewn, and yet go highly esteemed in lus ewn tinte thmat Uc was placedl iii
the very first rank of Englisb peets. Mr. Steplîcn (1 00ti' Dryden as sayiiig
cf Cowley, "b is authonity is abîiost sacrel te n"," aird calliiig hiimu rbh dar-
ling cf bis ycutb. Addison speaks withi eiîtbisiasmn cf his odes. Wie sec ne
reference te tbe remiark attributed to Milton, tîtat Spencter, SlîaUt'speare,
and Cowley are the tlirec grt'atest Englisli puets. If .such a remîark does
net belong to, Milton, it dees, ait least, represent the general judgnîcnit cf
bis age. Lt was net long before the fashiion chaîîged. Even Pope could
write :-

Who itow remîtim C'owley? If lie ffleases yet,
HiB tmttral pleaseFs, net hou poiited wit;
Forgot bis epic, nay l'imdarie art,
But stili J lov e the hliguage oif lus lteilrt.

To persons of litenary tastes there is nie article iii thme presemit volunme
that will ho more interestîng or enore pleasing tlîan that oii Cowper, lîy the
editor, wbe dees ample justice te a wnîter wlîo will always hielt a Irigli
place witb lovera cf real peetry and of perfect LInmlisb, even although ho
may be neglected by tlîe mulîtitude. Speaking of Ste. -Beuve's criticism of
Cowper, Mr. Steplien roinarks " lThe Task may bave owed some popular-
ity te its religicus tenre; but its tendî'rness, playfulîîcss and love cf nature
are admirably appreciated by the French critie, wbo was centainly ntt
prejudiced by religicus sympatlîy. The pathos cf soule nuiner poenis is
unsurpassable. Cowper is attractive whieîevn'r lie shows bis gentuinie se'lf.
His letters, like bis btst poetry, cwe their chariii te absolute sincerity..

. Te admirable style and fertility cf ingcmiious illustration make therît,
perhaps, the best letters iu tbe language." Lt is needless te comîn'nd a
work like thiR. We bave îîoted only oe omission, that cf Bisbop Cetter-
ill, late cf Edinburgh, for wbem, we thînk, a place should bave been founîd.

THE, Eclectie reprints the Westminster Jleview article on Imperial Con-
jederation.- Canada and the United States.

THEE Canadian Methedist Magazine is becoming more pictoriai. Two
or tbree articles ini the May nunîber are enrichî'd witli very creditable
illustrations.

TriE May Century is a good number. I.t bias portraits cf Bislîep
Berkeley and Pope Lac, XIII. ; and the first instalment of a short stery,
by Henry James, te be concluded in June.

St. Nicholas for May opens witbi the first, chapters of a niew story by
Thomas Nelson Page, entitled Two Little Co2,ýfede rates. The other Col"
tents of the iinber are in keepiîîg with the well-established reputation Of
tis excellent magazine.

'Fui, lcading article ini the May number of the Nort/t Ainerican Revielo
is by W. E. Gladstone, and deals with Col. Ingersell's views on Christ"
anity. A good inany of the contributors to tbis number bave ilnilitary
tities, but they ail write on literary or political subjects.

THE May Magazine of' American Hiistory bas a portrait of the lISe
Alfred S. Barnes, and a sketch of bis career by the editor. A paPer
eiititled The Fýisheries T/reat y-A Canadiati Vie w, by George Stewart,
Jr., D.CL, will ho attentively read on both sides of the uine.

TiiEý Dial, publisbied by Messrs. A. C. McClura and CompnCiao
is oeof orbest literary exclianges. Its book reviews are thoroughy
independent, thoughtful, and expre Mss tbe inatured and candid opinions O
the writers over wbose naines tbey appear. The Dial lias just iped
its eightb volume, and well deserves the reputation it bias gained as one o
the best critical journals iii the [United States.

Tîirý, May Seribner bas many good tliing8:I ft/e ,Steaîer's qyack,a
racy sketch, by XVilliain IPurry Northrop ; A/exanrder P~ope, with sortie bi
portraits aiîd other illustrations, by Austin l)obson ; 8Sainîon o g ie o
ltc leestigoachp, by anl anionymous contributor, and Gentleinen, by It. Il.
Stevenîson. Mr. Sý-tevenson neyer fails to write picturesquely ; ani( il big
essay on iet/eneu hie introduces many historical and Ctrer incidents by
way of illustration. Il Scott," l(e says, Il ordon, Wellington in bis cold way,
Grant in bis plain way, Shelley for aIl lis follies, were clearly gentlemien;
Napelcen, Byron, Lockhart, these were as surely cads, and the tWO Ür54t
catis of al rare water."

LITE'RARY iOSSIP.

RFv. l)D io. E. ELLIS, President of the Massachusetts if[istorical

8ociety, wiil scoon piîblis tlîrough lloughton, Mifflin, ani Comnpany~ r
octavo ent.itl4td T/he /Priïan ilge antd Rule in t/te Colony o/

IMSR.K EGAN PAUL, TREiNCII, AND CO-MPANY are about to publiqha
volumîme l'y T. TJ. Aubertin, called A iîg/t wit/t Distances, being ainCad,
of *]ofriieys tlîrough the UJnited States, the llatwaiiian Islands,Cada
CulÀi, and lie Balmainas.

Theb 1Laws of Etchrme is4thie title of a new treatise on this favourite Auleni
can gaîtie at cards, inii Vlîi the autiioritative rules are set fortb siimpY, o
eisely, aid plaimîly. lwo well-kiiowniii iùb',rs of tUe Soiinerset Club,Mn
ierbert C. L*eus anit Dr. Jamnes Dwight, bave prepared this little volun'

aîid added to it a valuable series of geiteral. reînaîks as te Il tbe play."

'l'io of tut' tenl volumes of the Librar/I of Aînerican Literaturc, irolli

l'/ie Earliest Settleamtt to t/te Present Tiae, Cotnpiled anti edîted by E diiîd

Clarence Studmitanl aîîd Etlen Macukay Himtchinsori, aîîd publisficd ,)y81b

scriptioii by Charles L. Webster and C'ompany, are now ready, and the
rest are expected te follow iinonthly. The work is illustrated Witli steel
eîigravmngs antI wood-ctmts.

TrjE forthcoming Itivo-side edition of tbe 1poetical works of Mr. Wli
tier wvill l)e issued iii style uniforîn withi the IliversideLofelW
Whittier lias carefuilly revised tice text, aid lias added nores col, rîîiog
tbe circumstamiees in which înany of the popims were written. Portraits
wilI Uc giveîî, showing the poet at dîlîcrenit periods of b is career. Ira the
last volume will Uc printed an index and a table of first unes. The 0dt
will comprise four volumes..bos

TiIREE new partniers have just bcen admitted te the pub]isbliilg oSe
of 1lougliton, Mifflin, and Company. They are Tburlow XVeed Bane
James Murray Kay and FI. O. Hioughton, Jr. Mr. Barnes is a grand 0~
of TIhurlow Weed. Mr. Kay is a native of Glasgow, anti bas bied "
extens8iveý business experimee. Mr. Ileu ,bton bas been connectcd big
the business of the bouse iii its mantufacturing departments S.0c
graduation at Hiarvartd eleven years ago. bole

AN Emîglisli editienl of the tales of Don Juan Manuel, wbo crime
kiiowni as the Il Spaniisît B-occaccio," lias.just appeared in Londoni. Co""'e
Luane,', or t/he Fi/ty 1leasant 8Stories of Petronius, was writtell i h
Fourteentli Ceiîtury, or before the invention of printing, and fil-st gale
lighit of type iii 1575. The present Enigliali version, the translatiofO
Jamîes York, is apparently a reprint cf that cf 1860. Tire tales reseeîî
those cf Boccaccio iii their simplicity and directness, but the SPartiard is

mobre reserved iii bis mîaniner than tUe great Italiai. ti
liiie London Free Press says: IIMr. Goldwin Smritb's pleasigoid

butions te the columuns cf isr WEEKl, eîîtitled A Tnpil t. Eng îand, blv
been mucli relishied Uy iîany readers as they have beg-n passing ri

TIrE publication in TriE WEEK of tbe interesting series of oaes0 aa 
te England, by Professer Goldwin Smitb, lias been the suUject of illcbafor
appreving comment. The articles, as our readers will have disceveredI
tbemselves, arc in the Proessor's bappiest vein, aîîd are marked neot 0iiiY
by lis ripe scholarship and the wealtlî cf bistorical information 'îIi"Cbe
lias lit ready commnand, but by that loving interest in the Mether LaPd
wbich distinguishes him. Our readers will ne doubt b.- glad te jearn, that,

in respense to many mîlquiries, their auther bas assented to h elb*a
tien cf the series in pamphilet forai, and that the work will Uci5e
imrnediately. eterpb~
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