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TRUE MODPSTY.

1h may seem a matter of trivial import to bave asked tbe question I did
c'oncerning the amount of modesty requisihe ho enable a lady to appear at
evening parties in wbat is kîiown as Ilfulli" dress, and tle reply, able
and bearîng upon one phase of it, is, I own, unanswerable. One rernark fur-
nishes me with a return of the baIl, if IlX " will condescend ho catch it. As
lie jýudges the firsh throw came from the hand of a woman, it may not be worth
wbile possibly to notice a second, but if be bas the welfare of wornankind at
heart, a thought upon the subject mnay not bo so insignificant as on the first
glance appears. His staternent, "lthe modesty of an action is not always to lie
determined by the action itself, but by the influence whicii thie action bias upon
the rninds of the actors and their associates," is well argucd by the illustra-
tions wbicli folloîv the remark. But is not perversion of the "lreal " thing
itself iikely ho accrue from following in the ivake of others ? How wvhite is the
flake of snow as it fails uîon the bare earh, but contact 'with it soon mars its
whiteness, and rnodesty inherent in ail, but more delicately s0 -ini wornen, is jush
as pure in the child, and oniy contact witli others wbose first bloomn bas iost its
exquisite freshness begins to tell upon what nature bas made so susceptible, -
and it is the ivant of thought uipon this subject that is bringing evils morally
and physically. Witb the latter 1 do not meddle; tirne will show where folly,
if flot rnodesty, begins and ends; but, morally, I amn persuaded there is much
barm being quiehiy done under the guise of customn and fashion, and if IlX "
will use bis pen ho show its evils, be will be helping in a good and nceded
cause.

Lt was not the doubt of there bcing sucli a hbing as a uiaineieoiî, the
debaters uponi it argued, but liow it appeared ho thern, caci avcrring lus view of
colour was the right one ; so rnodesty is the question we have before us, not its
different aspects, and ho argue that a wornan is rnodest only wîhcn shoulders
and bust arc covered, immodest when the reverse, is not rny nianing, but that
ho "lfeel" any sharne under different conditions of tirne and place, as ho
apparel, does seeni ho me ho have distorted ideas as ho wvbat true rnodesty
really is.

There are but two roads in life, the right one and the uvrong one; h o invent
a mniddle one, going under the naine of expediency, brings aIl the mischief
mankind suffers under, and so I ask-is it"I true " rnodesty ho fool shiare ah one
time and yet be without any ah another, rnerely because expediency, i e., fashion,
customi dernand it ? A wornan who feels shame because a male acquaint-
ance sees ber bare shoulders in the morning, feeling none in the evening, must
have undergone a process of brushing off nature's dower; for, if in St. Paul's
day, it was not seernly for a woman ho stand uip with uncovered hcad in the
churcb, it surely is not less so to stand before a crowd as wornen do in this
age. As ho the effeets of the action upon the associahes of the actons, cariI "X 1
deliberately side witb sorne of the latter in the full dress of the pcriod, wvhcn
lie stands before hhem and not hhink, if lie does not say, tlîat rnodesty, like the
National Policy, sers in danger? That an infatuation for going as far as pos-
sible ho the boundanies of indecency is not a growing evil, even associates in
the ct:shom being quihe uneasy about it, is a fact hestified ho by the popular
Princcss of Wales, who necently intimated ho some ladies attending the State
Bahl, she wished "lshoulder shraps " cither disconhinued, or that the weanens
should refrain from attending again.

The true conception of what modesty Ilreally " is, of what it consishs in,
will alone save fashion from such weli-merited rebukes. Let woman but bring
quiet thought ho the subject, seutle what rnodesty is, act uipon 1h, and I venture
to predict every one of the opposite sex, wkhose good opinion is wortki havi"lg,,
will bail witb respechfuh admiration Ilwoman clothed in ber rigbt mmnd," no
longer ho bie the sport and target for the wihticisrns of men, uipon wbose fore-
heads oughh ho be inscribed Ilaparmenhs vacant within."

MARRIAGE.

It bas been said that Ilfriendship may hurn ho love, but love ho friend.qhip
neyer," and thuis saying is pnobaby true. In fact we generally find that nearly
aIl love springs into existence from friendship in the firsh place, thene being but
few consistent examples of love ah first sight. We find, mioreover, that the
lack of love after marriage is due ho the lack'of friendship before the marital
conhract hias been too hastily consumrnated, eihher thbougb want of care or cIse
tbrougb pandering ho one's vanity. IlFriendsbip is the soil upon wbich the
plant of love grows; the silken cord that binds wben other hies are severed,"-
50 before you marry be absoluhely certain that true friendship) exishs, and wben
you are married, that your wife is your best friend. For ber you sbould hive,
and to ber you sbould look for syrnpatby, and upon ber you should pour out
ahl the wealth of your love. She is ever your best friend, and your kindest
thougbhs, cbeeriest words and besh love are bers by rigbh. In ber keeping youi
need never have the siighhest fean for the bonour of your namne or the sanchihy t
of your borne-if you have deserved it of bier. To tbe wife we would sayI
that the contract of a marniage brings obligations as well, and iii sorne cases
the husband's love is lost through the wife's ignorance of hirn; you mnust

nlot think that because you have won bim, or hie bas won you, that your grace
of pleasing is not to bc exercised any more. WVhat wvas it that attracted or
charmed your husband before Inarriagc-you know perfectly-wcil, continue to
picase bim ini the saine manner . perhaps it ivas the sparkling witcbery of your
eyes, or the gentle, kindly rippling laugh-or your good commnon-sense.
\Vhichever it wvas, continue t0 use it. If it charmed him at first, it will ever
cbarmn him-his love needs Fomcithin g to feed upon ; bie is flattered that youi
are bis, and you can easily p]oase bim if you ivill make up your mind to
understand him. Hec is just as rnutch a contradiction as you are* b las just as
rnany whirns and fancies, and needs petting just as much, though perbaps in a
iess sentimental mnanner. lie is extremely gratified at ypuir clinging depend-
ence upon birn, and the more you are dependent, the better lie likes it, though
hoe may i)retend to ho bothercd by your unccasing questions. You can even
somectimes, pcrbaps often, hiave your own way, by dcferring to bis opinions, or
sernng to yicld, wMille gently leading him. As a rule, busbands arc selfisb,
and egotistical, and you must make a man of him; this you cauî fot do by
wounding bis egotism or depriving hlm of bis owvn ivay openly. You mnust use
the sarne arts and tactios whicb wvon bim, and your control over bim ivili be
iasting. Vout make the borne, and doînestic bappiness depends as rnuch on
you as on bini; keep blin at borne by making it attractive and lovable. Dean
Swift lias said that Il the reason wvhy so few marrnages are happy is* because
ladies spend their timie in making nets, flot in making cages." Is this true, or
is it a libel ? If it be truth, it is the plain dutv of wives ho wo act and live that
no philosopher of the present time can re-assert it.

Further, do not depend aitogether uipon your beauty, your dress or exter-
nal attributes, for the continuiance of your hiusband's love --depend also lupon
the truth, worth and goodness of your mind ; ho always truc, tiever deceive and
neyer show temper; be unruffled in your disposition, if you cari, or to as groat
an extent as possible. 'Jour kindness and truth ivili wear longer and bave more
lasting influence than more beauity ; in verity, it is doubtful, extrerneiy doubt-
fuI, ivhctber truc beauty exists without a kind and good hoart-a bad beart
mars any beautiful face, either by the expression of tbe eyes, the quiver of the
lip, or the conternptuous uplifting of the eyebrows---signs ivhicb show the
ternpest within.

IlVirtue is a jewel best plain set," so do not mar its lustre by the over-
elegance of your attire. Above ah, make your busband feel that you love birn,
and teli bim so often; lie knows it, but the words are sweet to hirn, and he
neyer tires of hearing thern. And husband, "lneyer let the cherries on your
wife's lips drop ungathered. A kiss is often more to a woman than a crown,"
and its memorv sweeter than boney. dggie Fei-n.

THE EDUCATION 0F OUR DAUGHTERS.

If it ho truc that in tel lect tal pride is th c charac teris tic of this latter part
of the nineteenth cenitury, tho full outeorne of the cvii will bc tenfold
augnien Led if the desire for a mnere inteliectual eminence should be abetcd and
favoured arnong the young girls of this period. The veil that masters a man
is intensified wben it conquers a woman. The worldly dissipation, which is fast
becoming the curse of this age, will spoil a daughter, or mother, even more
than it wiil injure a son or a hiusband. Wornan's nature is finer than man's,
1h is more susceptible, and therefore more vehement ; more ardent, and there-
fore less open ho those adverse counteràctions and balancîngs which corne to
the aid of a more calculating judgment.

On the otber hiand, let me guard myseif agaist even seerning to create a
prejudice in relation to the very higbest inteliectuai Culture among young ladies.
The most educated and learned woman of this century ivas Mrs. Sornerville,
and ber Mernoirs convey the impression of a lady who came behind in no
womanly duty or farnily requirement. I lived in Florence for a time wben
Mrs. E. Barret Browning hiad lier home in that fair city. -She was everywbere
spoken of, not only as a gifted prophetess, but as a wornan of surpassing
gentleness, sympathy, considerateness for the poor and suffering, and wbo was
remarkably practical in ber methods of benevoience and in ber home-life.
These narnes are rnerely quoted as examples of thousands of women in Europe
and Arnerica, ivbo combine lîigb intellectual athainments with practical abilities
and spiritual sympathies.

WVe may go furtber. Few things were more demanded fifteen years ago
than those literary examninahions îvbich proved that ynîîng ladies were capable
of intellectualI att.iinmnents of tho, bigbest order, and that in point of solid
ecarning they were rivaliing their brothers. The institution of these exarnin-
ations formcd an epoch ini the history of Great Brihain, and bas done much to
raise wornan's strengh and influence. But danger lurks in the path of every
advance. The rebound of the bail that strikes another'carnies it further than,
vas desired. A gentleman graduate makes bis certificate or degree to bie
tributary to bis prachical success in life a lady graduate who intends to be a
ceacher is equally helped forward in the very noblest of vocations by ber
iterary honours : but wbah if bier mission in life is not that of a teacher, but of
a. daughher or wife? A degree may give ber weight, and the inte1'eýtuaI
culture whereby it xvas. reaebed rnay bave strengthened and enniched beir
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