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iexus of association, between its parts, and generally de-
ining mnethods. The census, adds Mr. Goats, also hias
hie larger experience in, and greater facilities for the work
bf compilation ini machinery alone, it hias in the neighlx>r-
iood of $ioo,oqo, invested, and its staff is large and ýhighly
killed ini handling masses of data. It is often popularly
>erkooked that when an inquiry exce-eds a certain scope,
t calls for a new office teclinic aItogttier.

A perusal of Mr. Coats' article will demonstrate the
great improvement we are te have in regard to the collec-
tion, tabulation and publication of our national statisties.
Thcre înay bc roomn for still f urther imprevemrent but suoh
opportunities will undoubtedly be noted by Mr. C4>ats,
whose ability and enterprise as Dominion s-tatistican h~ave
beeni well proved.

MONTREAL'S GOVERNMEKT J
Those whc> have had at heart the best interests of the

ýity of Monitreai will be gratified at the deçision to place
the governument of the city with a commission. Thtis corn-
rmission will be composed of the chie! city attorney, the
-omptrolIer and auditor, the city treasurer and two other
rnemhers to be named by the lieutenant-gevernor-iti.
-ouîncil. Th~e last two will be named for four years and
the fivst threc for life unless they cease to, work for the
ýood of the cit>' o! Montreal. The city counicil of niayor
and twenty aldermen wilI be retained but with reduced
piowers. The conimissioners will isit in the cit>' council
and have votes. The reports o! the commissionecrs can b.
-ejected only on a two-thirds or three-quarters vote of the
dldermen. The board of control will b. abolished.

These are steps in the right direction. As Sir Lorner
:;ouin, premnier of Quebec, stated last week to the private
3ills committee of the provincial legislature, the cit>' oçf
%oentreal is at the commencement o! its devekopment and
wvill be one o! the greatest cities in the. world. It must
iave a business-like and honest administration. Its credit
-iust be raised te a high plane. Sir Lomer truly~ said
Ihat it is necessary for a cit>', as for an individual, te
iave not only assets and hopes, but also go-od cre<lit.
Wontrea> lias substantial assets and a great future. It

>ossses capital, but it is neces-sar>' that the city should
tcouire better credit.

The failure of the Dominion Permianent Loa
pan>' once again directs attention te, the necesý
greater supervision. The majority of debenture
and depositors have little knowledge o! their cor
investments. The balance sheet shows a solvE
satisfactory position. The. management and direc
change compliments at the. aninual meeting, whi<
tended b>' comparatively few. Even if questions a
regarding sorte point or other, a way is usuailly 1
lull the inquiring mind. Confidenice in the. ce
affairs is gained and bolstered b>' the namnes cf <
which are supposed te give the impress o! stabilil
chie! investinent of the Dominion Permanent Loz
pany is reported te, b. in a railroad between Gran
in British Coôlumbia and the town of Republic ini t
o! Washinglon, and apparent>' a "white elephant
experience e! the company i~s another reminc
enough hias net yet been done to prevent s.uch
Toe much is taken for granted in the average o:
balance sheet. Sufficient detail is net demandeÈ
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