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ELEVATORS AND TIRANSPORTATION

Success of Experiment îi Co..operation--Easteru Inspec.
tion Suggested

There were operating iast year 2,225 public country eleva-
tors with a capacity of 67,000,000 bushels. The iicensed east-
ern elevators that handie western grain have a total capacity
Of 23,020,go00 bushels; of these the state operates four, with a
capacity of 5,6zo,çoo busheis; raiiway companies operate four,
with capacity Of 7,400,000 bushels; private companies eperate
tweive, with capacity of ioooo,ooo busheis.

The storing of grain at interior points has given rise to
much heartburning in western Canada. To remedy the.
grievances complained of much legisiation has been enacted,
many administrative officiais appointed, ioadîng piatforms
were e-rected, and bold sciienes have been proposed and some
have been tried.

In the State of Minnesota grewers of grain built elevators
for theniselves. In the year igîî eut of a total of 1,114 local
elevators, there were 249 owned by f armers. In Canada a few
farmers' elevators have been built, but their career was a
troubled one. Within the. pas: twe years, however, the Can-
adian grain groers have taken up the matter i a very dif-
ferent way. The earlier farmers' elevators were independent
and isolated, and poor management, keen competition and in-
adequate support made. failure in mainy cases inevitable.

points to Suosos.
There are still in existence 46 farmers' elevators, each

independent of the other-but the. new factor lies outside
theni. The Saskatchewan Co-eperative Elevator Company is
now eperatîng a uine of i3g elevators in Saskatchewan, and
the Grain Growers' Grain Company is operating a line of 146
in Manitoba. Should these ce-operative companies suicceed,
and at the present moment there appears te be ne reason te
anticipate their f ailure, thse storing ef grain at initial peints
has entered upon a new aind probably final phase. The grain
cemmissioners are following with keen interest and sympathy
the progress of the greatest experlinent in ce-operation ever
attempted in Canada, andi probably in North America.

Thie foilowing is a comparative statement cf shipments
ex. elevators at Fort William and Port Arthur, September,
October and Novexnber, 1911 and t912:

1911. Wheat.
September .3,402.216
October . .13,369,059

Oats.
870, 157

1,217o730

Bariey.
107,219
249,373

Fiax.

41,302

Total.
4,379,592

14-877,464

November .16,437,502 4,014,097 676,94e 181,1'59 21,309,698

Total .. -.33,208,777 6,101,984 1,033,532 222,461 40,566.754

Shipped te Buffalaie....................... 22620,174
Shipped to Canadian ports............... ' 7,946,580

1912. Wheat. Qats. Barley. Fiax. Total.
September. 2,884,483 1,561,403 407,214 333,840 5,186,840
October . .17,959,850 t,844,819 936,127 601,702 21,342,398

Nevember .26,171,803 7,274,625 î,86e,2î8 2,368,98 37,675.644

Total ... .47,416,136 10,680,847 3,203,559 3,304,1540 64,205,082

Shipped te Buffalo ........ ............... 22,334,487
Shipped te Canadian ports................ 41,8M059S
Shipped 3 months, igîî...................... 40,566,754

ci ce 1912...................... 64,205,082

Increase for 1012..... ....................... 23,638,328
Atér Leaving Terminal Elevatoft.

In both cases the grain after kt leaves the terminal
elevator passes through

i. Lake steamers, marine legs, pipes, barges, fieating
elevators and cars.

2. Eastern elevaters, either Canadien or Arnerican, the.
majority of- which are operated ceîther by the state ner by
railway companies but by companîes or parties interesteti in
grain.

There is ne state supervision over either of these sets ef
channels through which western Canadian grain mnust pass on
its wav te Eurone. and ccxnnected with these channels are
possible causes cf dam*o«e te 'the grain.

The dust and dirt in hoids, bins and cars, loading o
ieading during rain or snow, shipping water during the
age because ef sterms or accidients-these are only a fi
the major possible causes of damage te grain in transil
of which arise claims fer short weights and for grain 1
eut ef condition. If the damaged grain is flot removed il
werk serions mischief. In the. clevators again in wIhii
grain is stored for shorter or longer periods there is at
the po'ssibility of accidentaI or intentional mxig.
elevators, Canadian and American, are net, except in~
cases, operated by either the state or by men who hai
interest i grain,.and they are in ne case supervised by
adian officials.

The. grain gees tbrengh the elevaters to the. orde
dealers. There is ne inspection and ne supervision. -
is ne machinery for safeguarding either its grade or it
dition, and it carnîes with it the original western certifj

To Sample Cargoes In the East.
It is hardiy enough te say that marine insurance prs

against storni and sea, or that the bonding privilege i
tains intact through United States channeis the grain
was inspected. or that Canadian transfer houses have n
terest in the grain. It is difflcult te see why suspicion 3]
be a' proper attitude towards terminal elevators where
are beth inspection and supervision and confidence a n
attitude towards transfer elevators aise eperated by
men, when there is neither inspection ner supervio,,
towards American elevators where there can bie neithe
spectien ner supervision by Canadian officiais.

Varions suggestions have been made on this matter.
mest important are as foliows:

i. To sample ail cargees f rom the terminal elevators
they are beiîng unloadeti at Canadian lake ports andj
when being loaded into thie Atlantic steamers a: Mo]
and St. John. Some add that samples shouid aise bie tak
ail cargoes of Canadiàn grain when they are being umlo
a: the British ports.

2. To inspect ail boats, barges and cars i hicý
grain is carried, and te insist that they shahl be clean a,
te carry grain; te supervise the. ioading and unloading
tectîng thie grain against rain and snew; to rernove
damaged grain; and ini general te guard thie grain whL
thie hands of the carriers.

3. To supervise thie binning ini ail the eastern~ tra
Rieuses by a method similar te that now in eperatien
lakte terminais.

4. To estabiish in Montreai and St. John soine W
supervising the grain as te condition only, ne: as te rra

5. To establish in Montreai an inspection of W
grain, but allowing ne change of grade except in cases q
terioration only.

6. To establish in Montreal a full inspection of w
grain, permitting cieaning, drying and impreving th
and aise change of grade according te the judgnsent
inspector, but in keeping with the grades of western~ gr

7. To take ail transfer elevators now eperated by e
interested in grain out cf their hands and te have thera
ated either ýby the raiiway companies or by the state.

In Opposition to Canada Grain Aot.
Seme of these suggestions are in direct oppositon 1

Canada Grain Act, and any one of themn wouid add a
ameunt te the annual expenditure already ten large f.
revenue. Ail cf them presuppose that se, long as the. ,certificate filIows thie grain, the state should seceha
certificate and grain are kept in cenformity.

The New York Preduce Exchange has lately madtain ruies reguiating transactions in bended wheat -for 1
delivery. This wheat is te be of the "Deminien of C.
officiai inspection as te grades." One rule is as folUows
shall be the duty of the inspecter-in-chief or his deDuti
inspect as to condition and supervise the. weight cf ail bcwheat going into store or afles: in the port cf New -
They shall inspect as te condition and Supervise th W
ef ail bended wheat delivered from shore, elevaXor a,
and furnish a certificat. as to condition cf such grainp
per ferni prescribed).

This is a new factor andi wiil be censidered by theof grain commissioners who were not prepared thetireperting to make recomimendations on the question.

KINGSTON RAD NO NEAVY FIRE LOBS

Last week, Kingston, Ont., was re Ported te av43o,ooo, lire loss in a business bio'ck. Mr. James msfire chief at Kingston, infornis The Montarv Tirstsuch Ioss occurred there, and that tfie total leos, inreceivp-d bv his deupartmnent since Tanuarv rst, rî
exceeti *2o,ooo. That is an excellent recordc.


