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in which he has no experience.” We should remember, however,
that clinical and laboratory knowledge are in no way antagonistic
or mutually exelusive.

Among the other factors exercising an influence in the present
forward movement we must not overlook the importance of such
institutions as the Academy of Medicine. It provides every year
an extensive and valuable course of post-graduate instruction;
through it our younger men are given an opportunity by present-
ing results of investigations or reports of cases, to establish them-
selves in the estimation of their confreres, who will not be slow
to judge them by the quality of the work they bring forward; our
senior men, in the seats of the mighty, are enabled to demonstrate
that their places of trust and opportunity are worthily oceupied,
by presenting to the great body of practitioners composing the bulk
of our membership what is latest and best in their several depart-
ments; our colleagues in the scientific departments to bring their
investigations and discoveries before the men who can test out
their value in practice.

The library, however, is the nucleus around which centres the
life of the Academy. Ifrom the time of the Alexandrian school
to the present, no great medical centre ever developed apart from
good libraries. Osler has said, “ It is hard to speak of the value
of libraries in terms which wounld not seem exaggerated. To
study the phenomena of disease without books is to sail an un-
charted sea, while to study books without patients is not to go
to sea at all. For the teacher and worker a great library is in-
dispensable. They must know the world’s best work and know
it at once; they mint and make current coin, the ore so widely
scattered in journals, transactions and monographs.”

It should, therefore, be our steady aim to make this one of
the great medical libraries of the world, and T believe many of us
will live to see the day when this has been accomplished. Tt may
be of interest to you to know that among medical libraries we at
present rank second in Clanada, twenty-ninth on this continent and
seventysixth in the world,

To indicate the possibilities of growth, it Is encouraging to
know that when Dr. Billings took charge of the Surgeon-Greneral’s
library at Washington in 1865, it contained less than 2.000
volumes, while at present it has on file 175,507 volumes, and its
mdex catalogue has a reference to every rare case that has been
recorded since the discovery of printing A.D., 1450. Our Fel-
lows, through arrangements made in Washington and the deposit



