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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23,

ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.
DECEMBER-—1864.

Friday, 23—Fasr. Of the Feria.

Satarday, 24—FasT. Cbristmas Eve.

Sunday, 25— CHRISTMAS,

Monday, 26—St. Stephen, Protomartyr.

Taesday, 27 —8t. John. Bv. Ap.

‘Wednesdsy, 28—Holy Innocents.

Tharsday, 29—~St. Thomas of Qauterbury, B. M.

The # Forty Hours” Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament will commence as follows :—
Friday, 23— Convent of Ste. Theress,
Sunday, 25— Infant Jesus of Pointe aux Trembles,
Tuesday, 27—8%. Melanie,
Thursday, 29—58t. Constant.

NEWS OF THE WEEK

Our latest Europeah dates are per Hibernian
from Liverpool, 1st instant. The Contipental
pews is quite unimportant, and we can find little
of interest in the British items transmitted by
telegraph. It seems that Lord Russell has re-
plied to the Confederate Government, aad that
with his usual felicity be has replied in such a
style as to give equal offence both to North-
erners and to Soatherers,  Strict and impar-
tial neutrality which he proposes as the policy of
Her Majesty’s Government, would be all very
well were it not that it has constantly been vio-
Jated in behalf of the North. True; we have
nothing to do with the causes which led to the
war betwixt the States of New York, DMassa-
chussetts, Vermont and others, with the States
of Virgima, Georgra, and the Carolnas ; but un-
fortunately we have since the commencement of
the war favored the former at the expence of

this as “x'palger"fo_rf éongratulatibn,' “'We eannot
approve of such acts as those of which the raiders

"| stood accused; and though we doubt if ther

acts were criminal acts, in.the sense of the Ash-
‘burton Treaty, and whether they did not rather
constitute mulitary and 'political, than civi
offences—we cannot look upon the perpetrators
as heroes worthy of 1he sympathy of gentlemen.
We admire, we reverence 'General Lee .asa
patriot apd a soldier pare and brave as Wash-
gton ; but we bave no great admiration for
Lieut. Young, or lus band of filibusters,

The Federals are of course much excited, but
they aggravate the matte- by assuming that the
raiders stated from Canada on their predatory
expedition. Of this no shadow of proof has yet
been adduced ; and, on the com ary, It seems
that the whole affair had been” got up, planned,
and carried into execution on the other side of
the frontier, Ip their exciltement however our
neighbors are not particular as to facts; and
assuming, we say, that hostile expeditions are
being prepared on Canadian soil, General Dix
has issued orders for the invasion of Canada—
orders however which the greater good semse
and moderation of the Washiogton Government
have considerably modified.  Our; authorities
will, it 15 expected take precautions to prevent
any violence on the frontier ; and as the Legsla-
ture will meet in a few weeks, we trust that
measures will soon be passed for giving full effect
to the Ashburton Treaty, and for arming our
Government with ample powers to prevent any
infraction of our neutrality laws by aliens, whe-
ther from the South or from the North, . It
would be easier for us so to legislate were it not
that even as we write, a railing expedition
against the Confederates bas left the shores of
England, with thelfull knowledge, and connivance
of the Imperial Governmeunt. Our peutrality is
allfon one side.

In the meantime it appears that the Con-
federates under General Hood bave met with
serious reverses, aand that General Sherman has
almost made himsel{ master of Savannab. The
cause of the Confederates has not looked so bad
since the commencement of the war, as it does
at the present moment.

‘We hasten to set the mind of our contempo-
rary the Xingston TWhig at rest, with respect to
a matter about which he gives lumself a deal of
unnecessary trouble. 'We mean the ceremonies
employed by the Catholic Church 1n the conse-
cration or benediction of beils for the use ot her
sacred buildings. The distracted mental cond:

the latter. OfF tlis we find a signal nstance in
the case of the Great Western. Tins ship bas
been allowed to sail from Liverpool with a large
body of Raiers raised n England by Federal
agents with a view to making war upon the
South—as the Law Officers of the Crown were
unable to see sufficient grounds for legal proceed-
ings ; had the Raiders of the Great Western,
howerver, been destined for the service of the Con-
federate States, the Law Officers of the Crown

tion of our conlemporary may be inferred from

the following :—
1t No churchman could possibly object to the con-

secration of the bells of a church, any more than to
the comsecration of the charch.
'ment of godfathers and mothers, and the going
through the ceremony of baptism thas sticks iz the
crop of the Ecko. Perhaps the True Wilness will
be for once ingenuous and explain the purport of this
ceremony.”

It is the appoiat-

‘With much pleasure, good]master Whig, Nei-

ther * the ceremony of baptism,” nor anything

would no doubt have seen as in the case of the | bearing the most remote analogy thereunto, 1s
steam rams, abundaace of grounds for takieg legal | gone through with i the case ot bells; and the

action in the premises.  Strict and impartial
peutrality” as interpreted by Lord Russell sim-
ply means full permission to the Northerners to
obtamn ail mumtions of war, and absolute prohi-
bition to the Southeruers, Ry this inconsist-
ency, by this abject servility, the British Gov-
ernment has not witigated one wlt the feelings4
of intense hatred always entertained towards itby
the Northerners; whilst 1t has deservedly earned
the contempt of the Southerners for its bypo-
crisy, and ther batred because of the assistance
which 1t has given to their enemies.
The discharge of the St. Alban Raiders has
_been the general topic of conversation during
the past week. The decision of Judge Coursol
bas been severely criticised, and we are given to
vnderstand that 1t bas been condemned by our
Canadian Mipistry. It puts us, we must admit
it,in a painful and somewbat humilisting con-
dition. Tf the law be as M. Coursol says it i,
then have we failed to carry out the provisions
of the Ashburton Treaty, for the surrender of
criminals, and have given the Northern States a
legitimate cause of complaint against us for
negligence or disregard of Treaty obligations.—

term itself ¢ baptism,” as applied to the conse-
cration or benediction of the latter; is utterly un-
known to the Roman Catholic Church, in her
liturgy, though asa form or vuigar figure of
speech in certain locahties, it is frequently used
by the people,

In the Pontificale Romanum
however, which is the sole authority in the mat-
ter, and which contains the office, the ceremony
is simply spoken of as the « Benediction of
Bells;” and the ¢ purport of the ceremony » is
this: that all things animate or inanimale, em-
ployed in the service of God, from the coroer
stone, to the bells in the turrets of the church,
should be solemnly consecrated and set apart to
His service by a special benediction,

Qur contemporary may be surprised at the
lax use of the term * daptism ;™ but he should
remember how much more loosely the same term
is employed amongst Protestants, whom bowever
we acquit of all intentional irreverence towards
a Sacrament which many of them still retain 1n
spite of their separation from the Cathollc Church,
The words to ¢ baptise ™ to ¢ christen ™ have to
a great extent lost their strict sense in the Pro-
testant vocabulary, and are vulgarly employed as

If on the other hand not the law itself, but the
interpretation of that law by M. Coursol be de-
fective, our peighbors are not without grounds
for complaming that the law has been strained
Not that we would in-
sinuate anytiing against M. Coursol ; his nter-
pretation of the law may for all that has yet
been shown to the contrary, be the correct in-
terpretation ; the counsel for the St. Alban’s
Bank insisted upon an immediate decision upon
the points of law presented to bim ; and if that
~ decision be as some pretend, erroneous, it was at

to their disadvantage.

synonyms of the verb *lo nams” Thus we
read 1n the papers of a newly launched ship hav-
mg been o baptised;” and a friend will tell us
with the utmost gravity how he proposes to
% christen ¥ that pew pomter pup of his, Ponto.
Now assuredly because we read or hear such
things, we are not so unjust as to suspect Pro-
testants of going through the ceremony of “ap-
tism” with ships, or of administeriog a sacrament
to dogs. We recopuise simply a usus Joquend:,
a laxity of speech which need not necessarily de-
uote a contempt for religon, or the sacrilegious

~ worst an error of judgment, The giving -up of
the money i possession of the raiders, said to|
Tave. been ‘stolen, without authority from the
Court, was however an act which we think can-
_mot be defended; and the Chief of Police by
-whom the money Was so given up, has texdered.
" bis resmgnation.’ icooe Lo L
“What bas becothe 'of *the raiders meanwhile,
nobody knows, but it seems that they have made

|'sénse all washing “may be termed * baptism

treatment of holy things.

Precisely so is 1t with the term ¢ baptism” as
loosely applied in some parts of the world to the
ceremony which the Church herself styles simply
“ The Benediction of Belis.”” And for this
lanity of speech this may be urged; that 1 one
» ¥
and that tae Church to sigaily, that ajl things ems,
ployed in the service of Her Divine Spouse

their escape. We do not, we say, look upon all

should be pure, holy and of sweet savor, wash-

‘es, or’sprinkles with -holy water, sonts with oil
and incenses, all material thiags by ber employed'
 ber. sacred. offices, ‘This- she does when she
lays the corner stope-of a church, when she con-’
secrates that church® and its_ several altars, and
again ‘when she Dblesses the bells which from its
turrets are" destined to summon her children to
the solemn rites of rehgion. ' '

As to the origin of the eustom of naming what
in French are called (parrains and marraines, to
the bells about to be blessed, we confess ourselves
profoundly 1gnorant. It is purely a local custom,
and one of which no- trace cagn’be found in the
only authority upon-the matter, to wit, the Pon-
tificale Romanum, which alone prescribes what
forms or ceremonies are to be made use of in all
the offices of the Church. Itisa custom,in
short, for which the Church 1s no more responsi-
ble than she 1s for the presence of Volunteer Corps
in uniform, or the Firemen, at her religious cere-
montes. As however the particular custom com-
plained of by the Whig is not provifled for by
the standards of the Roman Catholic Church, it
is one which bas no religious significance or value
whatsoever. Perbaps it may bave originated 1n
this manner: that it is customary when a bell 1s
blessed or consecrated to assiga to 1t a name in
honor of some Saint; as 1s also done 1n the case
of altars, and of the material bwiding of the
Chureh itself, which is very commonly named
after some particular saint, as for instance St.
George, or St. Andrew, or St. Patrick, or of
some other saiat in whose bonor the church 13
named ; and so, to the persons or persons who
gave the bell, and to whom as donors was granted
the right of determining by what pame it should
be stpled, it became the custom in vulgar par-
lance to give the name parrrains or marraines
from a fancied analogy betwixt tbeir position
with regard to the bell, and that of Sponsors at
a Baptism with regard to the child. "We do not
defend this lax use of language, or vulgar error,
because it has nothmg to do with the doctrme or
disciphae of the Church,

We trust that' this explanation will set the
mind of the Wheg at rest: and that hencefor-
ward he will believe that tbe Church does not
desecrate her own sacraments by admubistering
them either to brutes or to jnamimate objects.
Into this strange zrror the Whag could not have
fallen were it oot that be knows not wheremn the
« ceremony of baptism™ as he styles it, essen-
tially consists, and what is the doctrine of the
Catholic Church as to the object and sole legi-
timate use of baptism as a sucrament. A slight
prehmiary study of the Catechism would in a
moment have solved all s scruples, and have
spared us the trouble of writing, and our readers
of wading, though these long explanations. In
excuse for our prolixity we can only plead tins :
that even a Whig can ask in a misute,;questions
to which 1t may take us an hour to give a full
answer,

‘We have before us the Anaual Reports, as
published in the DMontreal Witness, of the
Grande Ligne,and of the French Canadian
Missionary Societies. The objects of both are
the same, that is to say they both seek to per-
suade the poorer and mere ignorant classes of
French Canadians to renounce the Catholic
Faith; but whether they bave as yet agreed
amongst themselves as to what is to be substitut-
ed in lieu thereof, we caanot pretend to say.—
‘We shall content ourselves for the present by
laying before our readers what have been the
results, according to their own showing, of the
labors of these two Soeieties during the year
now drawing to a close.

We think that we may safely assume that,
upon all occasions when they present themselves
before the public with fresh demands for “ more
cash,” and to render an accout of their steward-
ship, the speakers, and office-bearers of the
several proselytising societies ¥ put,” as the say-
ing is, * the best leg foremost ;” 1n other words
they give the most glowing account of their suc-
cesses, omit or smooth over as much as possible
their failures, and suppress nothing that 15 cal-
culated to promote thankfulness for the past, ar
to encourage lively hopes for the future. If this
be the case, the several proselytising societies
have indeed but little to boast of, and the Ca-
tholic Church bas nothing to dread for her
children from their efforts. Let us see first,
what at the Aunual Soiree of the ¢ Ladies
Grande Ligne Mission Association,” the speakers
had to say tor themselves, what sigus they ad-
duced of the presence of the Lord with them
and of His blessing on thewr labors. "We copy
from the Montreal Witness of the 23rd Nov.,
and if we omit any 1tem which our contemporary
deems of importance, we will; upoa his pointing
out to us our error, hasten to rectify 1t

The Report for :the year-was read by the
Secretary a Rev. M. Lafleur. It contents are
summed up by the Watness, and the subjomned is
the result:— e

# It—the Report—presented both cause of enconr-
agement and incentive 1o increased efforts, not only
in the way of pecupiary aid, bat io the matte:. of the
entrance of new laborers into the mission field which
‘had. now- beer. caltivated during & quarter of a

entuty by thiy;association.! o~ fKilngss, 23rd Nov-
ember, 1864. - T

Coudescending to particulars as to the res

‘turns of that cultivation, the WWgtness informs us
that:— ‘ PR
% Thirty members had during the
added to the Mission churches by
faith.” - ’ T R

This is the sum total,” During the course of
the year, Thirty Catholics have been induced to
renounce the faith! :

The Report was of course the substantial dish,
the piece de resistance of the evenng ; and from
its flimsy, unsubstantial.cbaracter we may judge
of what flummery the side-dishes, or entremets,
that is to say the speéches, were composed.

The first in order of these vapid plats.was
served up by a Rev. M. Normandean, a Grande
Ligne Missionary and a merry ‘man withal ; for
these evangelical assemblages have their light,
jocular, oz comic speakers, to sy the funny
things and make the young lddies giggle, just as
they must have their heavy solemn orators, por-
tentous in mien, and unctuous of speech, who
take the more serious parts, and who much per-
spirmg, with much rolling of eyes, and with
many fervent appeals to heaven, make the more
elderly females of either sex, groan over those
poor Popish souls for whom they estertain a ten-
der compassion—oh, so tender. Butto return
to our Rev. Mr. Normandeau who does the low
comedy business of the evening., He, we are
told by the Witness:i—

1t After some plessant observations remarked upon
the vicissitndes which the mission had undergoue,
in the death of some of its former promoters or ite
desertion by otbers ; but though they bad loat some
friends Montreal had always stood by them.”

He also iaformed his enraptured audience,

1st ¢ That an interesting work was going oo at
Quebec 3’

Though,—

i it might not be visible to every oys/

This is somewhat in the style of those pre-
cious bumbugs the Davenport Brothers ; they
too do theit best to persuade ther audience,
that an interesting work 13 going on in the boxes
wherein they are tied up, though, it may not be
visible to every eye seemng that they take the
precaution to put out the gas. Like the Daven-
port Brothers, our funny friend the Rev. Mr.
Normandeau, draws largely upon the faith, or
shall we say credulity of hearers. Nor is this
great but wvisible work going oo at Quebec the
only thing for which to sing an *Oh be joyful”
~for: : :

“many of tbe people showed pgreai esgerness 10
hear the Scriptures read.

So that on the whole,—

“ though the miasionaries had many reasons to be
humble— (very many no doubt)—yet they had none
really to discourage them.'

And as an instance of this he observed that,—

« He had recently visited Eli to be presect at the
organisation of & church of 30 members, seven of
whom bad been baptized on profession of their faith
the previous day.

‘We are oot told whether these seven were in
whole, or in part, persons who bad previously
renounced the Catholie faith ; or if so, what was
the faith which they did not possess as Catholics,
hut upon profession of which they were admitted
to baptism m that church of which our funny
friend M. Normandean is a chief pastor.

He was succeeded by the Rev. Dr. Wilkes,
who made the following striking and original re-

marks :—

1st © That they were now sowing.’
and ‘* That the sowing part of the process was

done with weeping.”
3rd ¥ That they that sowed in tears should reap in

ay.” ‘
J :Upon the whole he guessed that though the
Mission was * no great shakes” as yet, it was
going to do great thiogs in a generation or
two, and that  all would eventually be for the
glory ot God.”’

Thean 2 collection was taker up; then the
saints victualled and liguored promiscuously, or
as the VWilness expresses it, ¢ refreshmeat was
partaken of 7 for particulars as to eating and
drinking see Report ot Brick Lane Branch of
Grand Junction Ebenezer Temperance Associa-
tion.

Having filled themselves with good things,
and being refreshed, Mr. Jokn Dougall stood up,
and modestly—as becometh a well informed and
ghly educated man—expressed bis astonishment
at the intelligence of the converts of the Grande
Ligne Mission, at which be was the more aston-
ished © as he bad been so much accustomed to
the ignorance ou divine things by the French
Capadans.” A Rev. Mr. Alexander advocated
the work of the mission on political grounds, and
in view of Confederation, as the apostate Catho-
lic will always be a traitor to his nationality,—
Mr. D. P. James expressed a  belief that God
would yet do great things;” Mr. J. Milne told
s friends not to be - discouraged; a Rev.
Mr. Riedeau related * some of his experi-
ences;” and the Rev. M. Lafleur drewa touch-
ing picture of the wpecuniosity of the Society—
of the * crushing feeling sometimes experienced
by the missionary” - when begging {rom house to
house ; and 1 a vein of * mngled humor and
eloquence” be took—Lord knows why—a bope-
ful view of the position. Then alter a few more
words from the Rev. Mr. “Bonary a little
psalmody, and the. usual shawling and buttoning

piét: year been
profession of

up, -mingled with exclamaticns of “Oh my!

what 2 gracieus évghi‘ng;!} . Ain’t, he. a sweet
man 7' &ec. &e., the meeting sejarateds yixa’ w0

* The Report of the French Canadian Mission-

’

-

ary Society-is” more ‘meagre. than _that.of the-
‘Grand Ligne Mission, but. 10 revenge it abounds: -

more in .-the backmed-conventionalities of the

meeting bouse. * The: Society has distributed at

ymmense amount of books, whick no. doubt may
have done good to the - paper ‘makers, printers,
book-binders, aad to others of the trade, bit..
which it does not appear has had any palpable
effects on . the -reciprents. Twelve Colporteurs
and Catechists have been employed in the work -
and these have * pounded the Word,” besides
conversing with families and groupes of people as.
opportunities presented themselves. A church
has been built at Montreal, and at tbree other
stations there are commodious places of worskip.
Over 100 pupils * of whom half were Romamsts”
have been received into the Society’s Schools
at Pointe aux Trembles, and * were hopefully
indoctrinated with evangehcal truth;” and the
Report reckons that since its establishment in.
1846, some 1,500 pupils or about 83 per annum,
of whom most bave renouaced Catholicity have
passed through the School. The harvest bas
pot quite commenced izdeed, but,
w{he fielde are white already to the harvest.)
This novel announcement is followed by the
financial part of the Report. I'rom thisit ap-
pears that the Society is some $7,000 in debt,
and that the sources of 1ts income are drying up,
owing to the war, and other causes which it
would be tedious to narrate at lemgth, The
Report thus cencludes :—

“ An important orisig is taking place in the history
of this Lower Province. The surest means to secure
its prosperity, and the harmonious working of its
political institutions, is is to give the Gospel to our
French Csnadian tellow subjects. This inestimable
boon, while rescuing them from the spirituai tyranay
snd sonl-destroying errors of Romanjsm, will cement
them with ourselves in the common faith as it isin
Jesus, and harmonize those discordant elements of
religion and race, which will otherwise render real
union impossible, whatever constitutional changes
may be introduced.’

That certamn political advantages to the
Anglo-Saxen population might accrue from tke
destruction of Popery and French Canadian na-
tionality we will for the sake of argument admit ;
but we will take the hberty of asking of 1he
Witness one question, to which however we do |
not expect that be or any of his brethren wilj !
return a straight forward answer, It is this:

You talk of the '¢soul-destroying errors of
Romanism.” Do you then really believe that
every man who lives and dies, firmly believing
all that the Roman Catholic Church believes
and teaches, and who to the utmost of his abiity,
and with a humble rehiance on divine aid, faith-
fully obeys all her precepts, is damned ? that his
sou} is destroyed? If you believe this, be so
good as to tell us what it is i his faith or prac-
tice that inevitably damns him; if you do not
helieve it, do you not thick, good Mr. Protestant
Missionary to the Romanists who may be saved !
by a faith‘ul adherence to their own religion, that |
you are yourself a bit of a bumbug? We pause i
for a reply.

Tre PoiNt oF Law.— The grounds upon
which Judge Coursol ordered the liberation of
the St. Albans Raiders were these, ihat he had
no legal jurisdiction in the preinises ; the warrant
for the arrest of the accused not having oeen
sigoed by the proper authorities, according to the
terms of the Imperial Act for giving effect to the
provisions of the Ashburton Treaty—which Act
the Judge decided was virtually ia force m Ca-
nada.

The said Impenal Act may be superseded by
a Colonial Act for the same purpose, on certain
conditions—to wit.  That ‘the Colomal Act
provide the machinery requisite for giving effect
to the Ashburton Treaty; that it receive tie M
Royal Assent ; and {hat an * Order in Couneil” e
suspending the provisions of the Imperial Act be
published.

The Act 12th Vict. fulfilled all (hese condi-
tions : and so leng as it remamed in force—but
no longer—the provisions of the Imperal Act
were suspended, by virtue of a special * Order
in Council.”? X

The Act 24(h Vict. repealed the Act 12th b
Vict., but contained also provisions for carrying
out the intentions of the Ashburton Treaty. This
Act received the assent of the Governor April
61, but did not recerve the Royal Assent until the
11th October of the same year. No ¢ Order m
Council” was published, howerer, again suspend-
ing the provisions of the Imperial Act;which bad |
agam revived, or come into force,mn virtue of the
repea! of the 12th Vict. by the .24th Vict. In
default of this publication of the * Order in [&:°
Counctl” suspendiag in so far as Canada 13 con
cerned the provisiops of the Imperial Act
Judge Coursol decided that the first named Ac
was still in force, and that consequently the jv-§
risdiction 1ntended to be conferred upon him by}
the 24¢h Vict. was inchoate.

We do not presume to criticise the legal§
merits of the Judge’s decision,as we are ol
lawyers ; but’ we have no ‘hesnatlon‘ 1 saymg [
that the boorable antecedents of the learned
gentleman are a sufficient refutation of the vl
insinuations which a section of the Yankee presé
on both'side of the Lines, have seen fit-to throd
‘oiit_against him. . He 'may bave: efred  in‘julg
Yment; but:his integity:is:beyandthe:reach .ot M

shafts of bis assailants,




