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NEWS OF THE WEEKK.

The situativn in Europe has undergone no wn-
portant change since our last, Polond 15 not
subdued, and no postuve or reliable pews as to
the ultimate intentions of the Gxeat.'l’qxvurs'bave
as yet been made public. In Tialy the govern-
ment of Victor Emmanuel is surrounded with
difficulties,  its finances are in a state of bank-
ruplcy, and the suppression of the insurrection
the Kingdom of Naples is au event apparently
as remote as ever, Our readers will be gld to
tearn that the health of the Sovereigu Pontifl is
excellent, in spite of all that the Laberal press
has said to the contrary.

There have been great events on the Rappa-
bannock sioce our last, We left General Lee
engaged with the iuvading army near Chancel-
lorsville on Monday, 4th inst.  Oun Tuesday Giea.
Hooker finding bimself defeated on all points de-
termmed upon a retreat, and fell back across the
Rappahannock, thus bringing the campaign 1o a
speedy and inglorious terminalion. The losses
on both sides must bave been great, butas ye!
we have no anthentic information on these points ;
only we learn with deep regret that the gallant
Confederate Gen. Jackson was severly wounded,
and las had to submit lo the amputation cf bis
left arm. We trust however that be may ere
long be again n the saddle, leading on his brave
“troops 1o victory. It is umpossible for any man
not to admire the skill of the Coufederate lead-
ers, and the pluck of their little band of soldiers.
Outnumbered, oppressed by fearful odds, yet are
they always victorious on the field of battle, and
the heroisin of the Southerners in defence of
their hberties has not been exceeded by that of

_any community mentioned in bistory.

On Saturday a report was circulated by the
Yapkee telegrams to the eflect that General
Keyes bad advanced upon Richmond from York
Town and had captured the Confederate capital.
This was however contradicted on Monday ; but
upou the morning of the same day General
Hooker sgain crossed the Rappahannock with
lus entire force, and proceeded in search of the
Coniederates under General Lee. The con-
scription is weare also told to be put in force im-
mediately, aud the first essay 15 to be i the State
of New York. Whether the people will submit
to it we cannot yet say ; but we have beard ru-
mors of an intention to resist the draft, and it is
bard to believe that the people will much longer
tolerate the vile milary despotism which Abe
Lincoln and the Abolitionists have set up.

S

Provincian Parpiadext.—The debate on
Mr. J. C. Macdonald’s motion of want of confi-
dence was hrovght o a close on Thbursday night,
by a diviswa which resuited i a majority n
favor of the inorton, and against the Ministry of
fire——the numbers bewmg G4 to 539. lmmediately
after the result of the division was declared, it
was moved by Mr. S. McDonald, and secouded
by Mr. J. A, NeDonald that the House be ad-
journed uatit Monday. The motion was cacried
unammously, and the [ouse adjourned.

On Monday evening, Mr. J. 8. Macconald
offered the Mimsterial explanations. It was
their intention, he said, 1o proceed with the wore
rressing business of the connlry as quickly as
possible, and having ob'ainad tie necessary sup-
phes, to adjourn with a view 10 zu immediate
dissolution. ‘These explapations did not satisfy
the Opposition ; and Mr. Cartier, noticing the
absence of the Liower Canadian Mimsters from
their places, put the question to the head of the
government—-whether it was Ins intention to go
before the country with his jivesent colleagues,
or resort to a change of personnel wn the Mims-
try? Mr. J. S. Macdonald refusing any fur-
ther esplanations on the subject, B. Cartier
maved that the House do adjourn. This led to

& warm debate 3 and on a division the Mimstry
were asgam defeated by a majonty of eleven—
the numbers being, for Mr. Cartier’s motton 55,
agamst it 44, The House then again adjourned
-till Tuesday. - :

On Tuesday the Houses having assembled the
Speaker and members of the Legislative Assem-
bly were summoned fo attend the Governor
Genpera) in the Chamber of the Legislative

- Council, when after several Bills had been as-
sented to by his Excellency, Parliament was pro-

i il‘fagll«l_?d :‘,wit'.h"é

‘nade the [llowing speech upon the occaston :—
H.n. Gentlemen of the Legisletive Council : . '

- .Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly : ‘
The course of events bas shown. that it is not pos-
‘aible to conduct. in a satisfactory manoer. the public
business of the Province under the existing condi-
tions of -the Legisiative body.. Within the last year
two suceessive administrations have failed to secure
the confidence of the Legislative Assembly.

I shall therefore endeavor to prorogue this Parlia-
ment with & view to its immediste dissolution in or-
der that I may ascertain in the most constitutional
ranonor the sense of tbe people upou the present
state of public affairs. .

The pressing importance of various guestions con-,
nected with the tiade and industry of the Province
and with its internal improvement and defense de-
mapds that no time ghall be last in convening & new
Parliament. ¢, .

In bidding jou tarewell, I desire to express my
earpest prayer that the caastituencies of this Pro-
~ince sy be puided by nn All-Wise Providence in
the selection of represevtatives, whose judgment,
forbearance rnd patriotism may enable them to co-

-l operate with me in my efforts to maintain the honor

of our Sovereign, and to promote thie happiness of

 the people of Canada. . .

In the mean time a 7eplatrage of the Minstry
is going on. | "The Lower Capuda section bave
all resigned, and Messrs, Dorion, Holton, Letel-
fier, and Huot are spoken of as their successors.
Mr. Druminond it is also sawd will come in as
Atiorney General.  Some changes wn the- Upper
Canadian section of the Ministry are also hinted
at. Mr. Toley 15,50 it is rumoured, ta go out,
aund Messrs Mowatt and Wallbridge are lo come

mn

CoymparaTivE MonraniTy, — This 15 the
heading ot an article copred by the IMontreal Wit-
ness of the Gtk inst., from an Baghsh journal, the
Morning Advertiser ; m which the wriler at-
tempts 10 establish, from official statistics, the
fact that Protestant communities are more
moral than Catholic, and that consequently Pro-
testantism must be from God, and Catholicity
from the other party.

To this mode of argument no Catholic can
possibly ebject. There 1s,.and can be, no more
infallible proof of the origin of any religious sys-
tew, than that derived from the morality of the
people subject tot.  The argument per se is
unanswerable ; and if we demur to the conclusions
of our Protestant contemporaries, it is solely be-
cause we contest the accuracy of Lheir stalistics.

The statistics cited by the Morning Adver-
tiser from the eighth Report of the Registrar-
Geuneral of Scotland, are, in so far as the moral-
ity of that land of psalm-singng and Puritanical
Sabbatarianism is concerned, perfectly conclu-
sire. They show that illegitimacy 1s on the in-
crease in lbat Bible-favored land, and that for
the year 1862 it bas advanced from oue in
eleven, to one in every ten of the present popu-
lation. ' ,

But even this gives but a very imperfect ilea
of the amount of impurity, and of the extent to
which the illicit commerce of the sexes prevails
in all parts of Scotland, and not in the large
cities merely,  T'he peculiarities of the Scotch
marriage laws greatly tend to keep down the re-
ported number of illegitimate births ; while the
practice of child-murder, which may be almost
reckoned as one of the Protestant fine arts, still
further teads to conceal the hideous and con-
stantly increasing immorality of the most Pro-
testant country in Europe. Stll with all these
drawbacks, the actually reported illegitimate
bicths for 1862 were as uearly as possible 10
per cent of the whole—or 10,231 out of
107,138 ; a state of things for which the Morn-
ing Advertiser prelends to find an explanation,
if not an excuse, ¥in the large proportion of
young men who leave Scotland to seek their
fortunes at or about tie usual e for marriage,”
and the “ excessive use of ardent spirits.”’—
Dhysiologists might be inchned to call in ques-
tion the soundness of our contemporary’s deduc-
tions 3 but the moralist will find no difficulty in
adwitting that a community excessively addicted
to the vice of drunkenness, must also be pre-
eminent for its disregard of the laws of chastity
as well as of those of temperance, Indeed,ic
the same issue of the Monireal TWatness as that
from which we have already quoted, we find the
following mportant adimissions respecting the
constant connection of one form of vice with
another t—

% YWherever drinking abounds, the Sabbath is
desecrated.”— Wilness, 6th iost.

And again 1—

“«When the Sabbath was peglected, all other
Commandments, and indeed religion itself was ne-
glected . —1b. :

So that, as by the admission of the Morning

Advertiser, the apologist for the nnpurity of
Scotland, the % use of ardent spints” 1n that
country * is excessive : and sice according (o
the Watness, * where drinking abounds the
Sabbath is desecrated ;” and ¢ where the Sab-
bath was neglected, ali other Commandinents,
and indeed religion itself was neglected”—
it follows as a logical consequence from these
premises, that in Scotland, all the Command-
ments and religion itself are neglected. Q.IE.D.

Tn support of this conclusion, we may be per-
mitted to cite bere the language of Protestant
witnesses as to the fact of the general irreligious-
ness.of Scotland, and the contempt of God’s law
which characterises its intensely DProtestant po-

4 “yiew 10°an_immédiate dissolution; -

and . general election:- :The:-Governor. General . 0s 19!
every man, woman - and  child in the-kingdom ;
"{and from’ the Trade and Navigation Returns_for

pulation. : :
According to the Duke of Argyle, the annual |

’

consumplion’®
gallons, .more than. ihrée gallons for .

iniljons of

1862, quoted by usin our ‘last, it appears:that
not less than 4,400,271 gallons of “home “made
ardent spirils; were in that year consumed ‘“as

 beverdge.” The excessive use of ardent spinits’
in Scotland which the Morning Advertiser de-

plores, is therefore established beyond the possi-
bility of eawil. - Of the general immorality and
irrehgiousness of the Protestants of Scotland we’
find 1he 'fci!}O\v_ix-ug admissions in the Scotch Pro-
testant press. Thus, some-years ago the Edin-
buigh Advertiser told-us that'* those masses of

'ignorance, - vice, socialism, -and 1ofidelity wineh

swarm in all our large towns——who 'vitiate all
that is virtuous in-lheir .vicinily. and person, and:
threaten the welfare, the very existence of so-
ciely—are ou Llie rise wnong us, is indisputable.
They are in fact a feature ot the age”  The
{ollowing are some fuyther extracts. from the
same Scoteh paper i—

«Dr. Buchapan of the Free. Church bas revealed
not merely the existénge (that every one saw for
himselfy but the appnlling magnitude of the evil in
our western meltropolis. . . Upwards of 250,000
buman bejogs in one city with no possible means of
entering & church. In a parish of 12,000 people not
700 copies of the Bible—ot the Bible which may be
bought for sixpence! Yetin the same parish—nay
in a single digirict of this same parish—there are a

huodyred and ffteen low drinking-bouses, and three
and thirty brothels.” — Edinburgh Advertiser.

Lord Aberdeen, an unexsceptionable Protest-
ant wilness, bear testunony to the same effect.
In a public discourse delivered sowe years ago
in Aberdeen, he stated that it appeared from
statistics that in Scotiand for the last twenty
years :— .

“The incresse of crime has been six or seven
times in an incrensed ratio to that of the popula-
tion-"

That ;—

“ It has been assumed that more than 500,000 of

the population of this <ountry are living without
God in the worlg.” .

Aud, finally, that when all deductions, all al-
lowances were made for possible errors in statis-
tics, and official documents, the result,

# T,eaves such a state of intemperance ns I believe,
was never witnessed in any civilised country in the
world.”

These facts, we say, all asserted upon Protest-
ant testimony, {uily bear out the thesis of the
Montreal Witness as to the necessary counec-
tion betwixt excessive drinking and contempt for
all religion, and all the Commmandments of God
without exception. Again, if further evidence
be veeded, we will quote the words of. Black-
wood on the same subject :— )

« If there be apy truth in evidence —any reality in
the appalling accounts which reach us from the
bearts of the towns, there exists an amount of crime
misery, drunkenness, and profligacy, which is un-
known even Rmong savages and heathen nations.”’—
Blackwood Magazine, Sept. 1851,

And to conclude, for we would not wear out
the patience of our readess, we may again be
permitted to cite the evidence of the Protestant
Actuary of the Standard and Colonial Lnfe As-
surance Company, Mr. Thomson—who in a
pamphlet which he published a short time ago,
and whichin April of last year received the for-
mal approbation of the Royal Society of Edin-
burgh— deposed as follows :— :

«1n more than one county in Scotland, out of
every seveu persons you meet, one iz prabably illegi-
timate.”

« Female chastity is scarcely known, and certainly
not appreciated.”

By way of evading the force of these facts,
the Mormng Advertiser undertakes to show
that, bad as Scotland is in respect to morals,
Catholic countries are worse ; and llis he does, |
rot of course, by citing the official returns of |
illegitumacy 1 Catholic Ireland—but by appeal-
ing to the asserted immorality of certam large
cities on the Continent, such as Paris, Brussels,
Munich and Vieuna. The Protestant apologist
must be conscious of a bad cause, or he would
not have resource to such 2 flimsy, to such a pai-
pable fraud as this.  Admitting for the sake of
argument, that Ins staustics of illegitimacy w 1he
above named four great Cities are correct—
though like a true Protestant he carefully ab-
stams from citing his authority for them—what
fotllows therefrom ? why this. That Scotland
as a whole, is not so wmmoral, not quite so bad,
as are certamn large cities on the Continent 5 but
it would not follow that Ius statistics afforded
any lest lor determining the comparative oral-
ity of Scotland and Belgium, or that of Seotland
and Bavaria, The logie of our Protestant con- |
temporariesis as that of ene who should ascer-
tain the existing proportion betwixt the number
of licensed taverns, and of the population m
Montreal, and thence conclude that the same
ratio betwixt taverns and population obtained |
throughout the Province. Were a writer upon '
Canada Lo tall into such an error, inadvertently,
we should laugh at Inm as a fool ; were hic to
avail himse!f of it as an argument to establish the
drinking habits of the Liower Canadians, we should
write hun down 2 krave.

But why do not our Protestant contemporaries
if they seek only after the truth, compare Pro-
testant Scotland with Catholic Treland 2 This
would be a fair comparison, but it would not suit
the purpose ; for unfortunately for their theories
Catholic Ireland 15, and by the testimony of
Protestant writers, as gloriously distinguished for

f “drdent: spirits alone’ was seven™

1s notorious: lor ‘its drunkenness and iinpurity. It
sve ‘would Feally ascertam the 'moral ‘effects of
Popery, of the Cunfessional and of the Sacra- -
ient of Penance, justice demands that we should
study the conduct of those who mos't-gen'erally‘
and coostantly avail - themselves of -that Sacra--
ment, and who maost faithtully adheére to the pre-
cepts of Popery, If, after tius study, 1t should
appear that the. masses of Brussels, of Pris, of
Mumich, and of Vienna, that the denizens of the
brothels, and the frequeuters of the places ot de-
bauch of those large cities, were far more strict
and devout practical Catholies. than are the
chaste Irish—fur mare vegular in their attend-
ance at the Confessional, and more frequeat in-

their reception of the Sucraments than are the

latter—then indeed a strong, & very strong case
against Popery and the Confessional would bave
been made out. But should it upon examination
appear that awongst professing Catholics, the

practice the most closely approxunated to Pro-
testants — who, like Protestants, never submitied
to the discipline of the Church, like Protestants
never fasted, and like Protestants never knelt
down before a priest 10 confess their sins—then
wndeed the argument in favor of Popery, and of
the beneficial moral effects of the Confessional
would be complete.. We should then be able
to retort upon the Witness and others of tha
stamp, in the following terms: ¢ True—there is
fearful rmmorality in  Paris, ia
Munich and in Vienna ; but this is so, not be-
cause the masses of the populations of those
cities are rigid Catholies, but because they are
practically Protestants—because without having
given themselves the trouble of waking with
their lips a formal Protest against the Church,
they content thewmselves with setting ail ber pre-
cepts at defiance, and keep aloof from the Con-
fessional and the Sacraments.”” A bad Cutholic is
in fact indistinguishable from a zood Protestant ;
and so completely 1s this the case that, if Pro-
testants ieet a stranger in hotel or steamboat
who eats meat on Dridays, who teils obscene
stories about priests and nuns, who swears,
driks and makes a beast of himsell generally,
who laughs at the rites and ceremonies of the
Church, and whe rails agamst the practice of
confession—Lhey all at once and without further
question put him down as oue of themselves—as
a genuine staunch Protestant, and perhaps an
Orangeman.

But why agam, we ask, should Protestants in
England look for the moral effects of Popery to
the large cities of Continental Europe, the cor-
ropt masses of whose populations have thirown
off their ailegiance to the Church; when Ireland
whose people. are still strictly Catholic, and
whose statistics are made up by a Protestant
Government, lies at their very door? Why
again do Protestants in Canada not form their
conclusions as to the comparalive moral eflects
of Catholicity and Protestantism from the cn-
minal statistics of the Province, and the moral
aspects of Lower and Upper Canada respective-
ly? Here are some figures which cannot be too
often placed before the public, because they de-
clare 1 clearest language what are the moral
effects of Popery, and what those of Protest-
aatism i—

CONVICTS IN THE PHROVINCIAL PENITENTIARY.

Brussels, in

From Upper Canade (Protestant).... 342
From Lower Canada (Catholie)........ 222
764

Apd f we enguire as to the religion of these
764 convicts, we find that 464 are Protestants,
and 296 Catholics.

These figures shot that, social, political,
and material conditions being nearly the same in
the twa sections of the Province, the criminality
of the DProtestant section is far more than two to
one of that of the other or Catholic section.—
These lacts are we contend conclustve.

It 15 indeed almost superfluous to argue the
question as to the moral eflects of the Conles-
sional with Protestants ; for they, even when re-
viling it, do not believe in the truth of ther
own denunciations. They know by experience
that the criminal classes amongst Catholies are
recruled not by the [requenters of the Confes.
sional, but by those who never approach it ; and
when in the Imperial Parlmmentitis proposed
to appoint salaried Catholic chaplains to the
Jarls and Penitentiaries for the moral
tion of the Catholic inmates of those institrtions,
pot even 1 Whalley or a Newdegate dure oppose
the wmotion upon the grounds that the mnistra-
lions ot the Romish priest hase a deleterious
moral inlluence, as they would do f they really
believed thal coufession, and the reception of the

reforina-

i Sacraments tended to harden the beart, and to

confirm the sinner jn his evil ways. If, as the
Protestant journal cited by the Montreal Wat-
ness pretends, ¢ confession and  absolution can
remove both modesty and remorse,” how is ot
that amongst Catholie women the frequenters of
ihe Confessional are not the most immodest, and
the most hardened in guilt? and that those who
keep away from it entirely are not the most
chaste, and the most jrreproachable in their
hives?—How is it, short, that the harlots and
street walkers, who never, from the first of Jan.
to the 31st ot December, approach the confes-

the purity of her women, as Prolestant Scotland.

sional, are not the purest and the most modest of

‘their séx ? 'l’héfchnrges of our, enem

wost immoral were invariably those who in thew
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o eavy longer
coupled with an earnest desire 1y’
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lay,down that cr;.;slun_g _b_u‘x’-d_eu at the {got of the
Cross, can aloue induce either man or Woman to
submit 1o a practice so repugnant to mere human
,|jq[ilre,. and- sor revolting  to human pride, as is
confession.  Wthout remorse there could g
there would be no counfession ; and o is sjp ’

P o ! - : !
oot confession of sin that is destructive of
desty.

Hestructive ; for reinarse, keen ‘rem
the feeling. that sin is a burden ‘too h
to be borne,

and
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Serious RESuLTs oF AN “OreN Bipgg.”
—-TOne of the most ordinary convequences of
I?uble reading amongst Protestants is an obfugea.
tion, or darltcer_ning of the mteHigence, e
gﬂ'ect is muc‘h the same as that of an orver-dose
of‘:opium, or of any other-powerful narceotic ; 4
be symptoms of the disease are iu many |‘Q5i;ec[s
idf.mic:'\l w;th‘ those of the later stages of inelri.
ation, or stupelaction caused by the inordipate
use-of tobacco. L'he victim of one and the ofer
ol too inuch opium antd of too much Bible, may’
be easly recognised by bis wandering eye, jiys
inpohere_nt babbling, and the general prosteanen
ol his intellectual faculties.

We regrer extremely that the editor of 1l
Lcho, a very low Anglican journal of (s iy,
has been ‘“took very bad” in this way, e
poor mau bas, it seems, of late heeu endeavary
ta interpret the obscure prophecies relating 1o li::
second advent of Christ; and, as migl;t have:
been anticipated, the effects have been very seri-
ous indeed. Ide has read and studied I‘u'm,-e“'
mio a state ol coma, or rather of exireme per-
plexity amd bewilderment, from whieh it wil 1gke
some time, much care, and good treatuen, fo,
him to recover,  We should, in his case, recon.
mend a course of Punch, to be lollowed by 1he
admivistratron of some of Dickens’ nove'ls', o1
other works of light and improving literature.—
The patient’s Bible, in the mean time, ought to
be strictly closed 5 and his atlendants should be
most carefut to prevent him from troubling s
“man of sin.” Spirntual bhorrors—a disease
akiu to delirtum tremens—might be the conse-
quence of neglecting our salutary adinonitions,

The case of the editor of the Eclho, as de-
seribed by himself in s issue of the 16 wlt,,
should be a warning to all young people, and 1o
all old women of both sexes, not to attempt the
interpretation of the Apocalyptic Viston of St.
Joha, and to leave the second advent of Christ
in the hands of God. See what a prtiabie mee-
tal state our poor evangelical contemporary bas
got hunself into by not attending to this sensi-
ble advice. He says, speaking of the lact result
of his researches and study of his *open bible,”
that, « after reading many books, and not having
time or power to eater further info the question
for ourselves, we, with many others, hecome [irst
bewidered, and then indifferent.”

T'his bewilderment, followed by wdifference, is
a very common, anc quite natural consequence of
excess in Bible reading ; and others, as well as
the poor young wman of the Echs, are suffering
from the eflects of rashly attempling to interpret
the mystery of the Woman, and to make out the
nuinber of the Beast. Not to speak of Tribu-
laticn Cumming, and other well knowa followers
in his footsteps, we see the announcement of a
new work, by a Rev. Mr, Baxter of the Epssco-

that Louwis Napoleon is the * personal Anti-
Christ,” that he 1s just going to make a seven
yeary’ covenant with the Jews, and to commence
the final period of 3} years of great tribulation,
or Napoleonic persecution. Al these things the
writer proves by ten good reasons suflicient {0
convince the most sceptieal.  If this be the pro-
duct of biblical studies and of an % open bible,”
Papists bave abundant reasons for being thankful
that therr studies of the written word are pur-
sued under a sale guidance ; and that their Dible
is illuminated by the tight of the Cuthiolic Church,
the sole guardian and interpreter of Holy Writ.

[t is not often that Protestants go down upon
their knees and take to confessing their sius ; bu!
when they do anything in that hine of busiess,

they find it far more convenient to coufess other
people’s sins, than their rwn. So Mr. Jones buing
Look pious, can moralis.: most beautifully over, and
mest pathetically bewail, the folly and extra-
vagance of his next dnor :iuighbor Mr. Walker;
and in return Br. Walker will groan in spirit 45
he gives God thanks tlat he is not as other nien
are,'and not a deed something or other serews
like tiat skinflint Jones. It isa very pleasant
pastime that of confessing other people’s sms
With a goodly show of godliness you can indulge
in a large amount of malevolence, and give vent
to your spite against your more prosperous and
well-to-do neighbors.  It.is far more convenient
than is the Romish practice of confession, where
every man confesses his own sws only, and
bothers not himself with recounting the misdeeds
and short-comings of others. The Romsh prac-
tice requires as an essential preliminary, a pent-
tent spirit, and.a long and rigid self-scrutiny, oF
examination of conscience ; the Protestant mode
of confession exacts only from those who adopt

it, a censorious and somewhat malignant spirits

head about the * number of the beast® or tle -

pal Church—seherein it 15 satisfactorily proved




