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infmitely more powerful and manageable. Nor was it until a still

iater period that man asserted his supremacy over that most de-

lightful and congenial of ail the elements-the atnmosphere-which

,ow beurs our burdens aud our bodies, from chine to cline, wiit

sncb perfect safety, and with ail the speed whici our treniendous

mnoviug powers can bestow.

Erpias. To ny mind, the tracing of thtese changes, and the

revoltitions consequent upon then, are the most interesting parts
ovf huanti history. What vas't changes, moral, political, and so-d

vial, have, ivithin the last two hnîdred years, metamuorphosed the

'whole aspect of the world and its inhabitauts !-and how contraet-

ed voudti be the policy that woulflimit our acquaintance witi thei

eleients o so iiglity a revolution ! Iow auspicious for the bu-

man race was the circumstance that from Britain-the land of li-
bortv-emanated those inventions which, had they been disclosed 1

in someof the many despotic states which then existed, especially

in such a diabolically rapacious state as Russia, nigit have crush-

ed a subjugated world, and banished-liberty for' ages. E vein as it

vas, you may reiember the struggles, vain and weai, of despo-

tisin aided by hireling ingenuity, against the might of science, li-

lert, and humanity.
Myrto. It is.indèed a spirit-stirring tale how', by the spread of

the electrie -telegrapli, and of railroads and steani-navigation, and
mhe consequently increased communication of ideas, the despots ofi
the earth began to be troubled and dismayed, and to double the
chains of tiheir thraldom. Otier inventions followed. The navi-
gation o the balloon was accomplished, and the crisis w'as precipi-
tated. Then came tat ever-menmorable time, whecli, incone night,
by a single fiight offree mir-bal]oons, the power of the Autocrat
Of RussiaYas paralyzed over, all his vast donains-his Siberian
.captives freed--Poland, Circassia, and Persia, delivered froni his
.galling chain-and the boon, thon scarcaly desired or understood
by the degraded people, of personal and political liberty, confer-
redi on the thralls and serfs of his realm-and all without the shed-
ding iof blood. It vas speedily seen that all personal thraldom,
and al those commercial restrictions, necessary under a different

«Order of things, munst ba abaidoned. - The world speedily resolved
.itself into a vast conmunity-the laws of justice and huilmanity

vere everyvhere enforced-anid thus lias commencei the systen
which lias ripened into our present state, so mnuch transcending

,he golden age fablei by the poets of ancient times.
Erpias.-low it charns me to heur you speak with such en-

iliusiasi ! It has sometinies struck tme that our present times are

rather too unexciting-that there is too little left oiftht noVelty

and adventure wlicli gave interest to the olden time. We have
now no fond lovers or aflectionate relations in ignorancsa of the

fate of some long absent object f their attachment-the telegraph

Lias destroyed alil that source of interest since our antipodes cau
.niow communicate vith us mith the rapidity of speech. AIl the
wonderful talas of miiscreants fleeing fromi justice are now matters

of more history, since the arm iof justice encompasses.the globe.
Myrfa. The interest of ail these things lies ilu heir hisiory.

They are most picturesque wihîen vieved from a distance ; but,
iould the story of our age have been told to our predecessors,
what a mîarvel-what a miracle would it have appneared to ihem!

The vorld all united in one comunniy ; harmony universally
prevalent ; and disputes decided not by the blind and rutless ar-
biter War, but by a visa and just Council, whose autiority extends
over thei hole woild ; the riglits of aIl ien respected ; every

humnan life valued and cared for ;the glories and comiforts of the
earti, in ail its regions, thrown open, as free as the Jlit ,and air,

to all the race of Adam ; a universal language knoawniî anti used
hy all, not in virtue of any despotic decree, 'but fronti a universal
driesire for it, produ cedi byI te most powdrful ofi otives-nmi versail
convenîience ; .and direcied towards its end by the eatst ivisdom
:md talent ; th mieans of health and longevity uniderstoo and pro-

ided for ail men ; and human happiness incalculably iincreased.
Erpias. Yes, these, althougi faniliar to us, are indeed are won-

iers, compared to ivlich those of the ancients, such as the voyage
of Jason in quest of the golden flecce, or of Columbus in search of
viat was called the New World, sink iito child's play. lHad such
thirngs been predictei to that conceited gencration, the men of the
ninceenth century, ther would have treatei the prophet as a silly
dreamer. They, indeed, were so much occupied vitli the pur-
snits of noney-nmakiig, or of personal enjoymaent, that they would
on iio account, engage ii any scheme, however excellent, unless,

as the phrase was, it would pay. That age sawu a large portion
if the population of Engiland degraded into tlie slaves ofi mainufac-
turing capitalists, under a system infiiitelv more debasing than the
avowed slavery of iudalism, or of Rnssian barbarism. In those

days, man> ai the nobles af the earth expendedi vast sumns la thie
"ourse ai a year, an abjects ai niera persunal enjoyment or

spiendour, whben une tithme davaotd ta the developemnent ai science,
would liave vastly acceleratedi the approach ai such hîappy days as
those we now' possess, anti been ta themnselves a source ai intense

rratîiiation.
.iiyrto. 1Had the gentleman ai England dlevotedi ta saientific ln-

Ventiaon ana hundreth part oftthe nmoney aniuat>- expendedi on fie

sinîgle ai article fax-hmunting, it would have tld on th1e destinies ai

hmumnanity-. Yet mme knaw thuera mmere sanie splendid exceptions, aI-

ihough too faew for an>- general affect. Another cause ai the tardiness
.f irmprovemnent, was'îhe timorousnîess of scientlica men. VThey- fear-

ed to peril their teputation by joining in or encouraging any great1

schetme. And here let me niake an haonurable exception of a che-i

mical professer of Edinburgh, Dr. Hope, a ian of high reputation,1

who, at a dinner given in lis honour by the most eminent citizens

of Edinburgh, publicly avowed his beliefithat, in the course o'i

time, thec lectrical telegraph would be established and adoptëd.i

[ believe il ivas fro ithis species of cowardice that the absurd ideai

of the impossibility of inavigating the balloon through the atnos-j

phere was so long allowed ta prevail, and inventive igliuity di-

verted fron the attempt. But I fear it is time to tura, as Paulina

and her friend will.be expecting nie soou-and you will accompa-

niy mlle.
.Erpias. With infinite pleasure ; yet, as wa return, I trust

you will continue the interesting conversation in which ve have

beei engaged.
fyrto. Willingly. i mnay mention that the subject of the

arrangements of the Ulliversal Concil itself vill become matter

of discussion at its next meeting. Last year-it toiok place in the
great plain at Texas, and was attendeil by four hundred millions

o persons ;,but, abhough the arnugements were such as coin-

pletely to prevent ail confusion, it was found diflicult for a single

speaker, even with al Our inventions for increasing mthe volume of

sound, to malke himself ieard by so great a number. A proposal

isto be submitted for remedying this.evii.

.Erpias. Laok, my. friend, is not-thlt Paulina whom I sec in

the air, about twenty or thirty 11iles lff
Mifyrlo. L d meia yurglss. is so she is giving Our

little boy a practical lesson in the geography ofJapan, by way of

recreation ; for at present he has the holidays. Poor litle feliow !

he takes to his studies with right good %vill. He and his sister,
accompanied by their tutor, have ailready been four tines over

the globe, while engaged in successive courses of mlodern history,

thiieni ta cultivate a fighting spirit, or ta attend the appointed met-

igsfor what are called trainings or reviews-tihat is, meetings for

teaching îmen Iow- ta kill one aniother. No w observe the incon-

sistency.-In several ofthe states, the lawm's expose these peaceable.

mae to fines or imprisomnents for omitting te attend these train-

ings or reviews ; or in other words, they are fined for being of so

peaceable a clharacter that they canniot leari to imbrue tliir iands

in human blood ! Thuns, while this people allow frce liberty of
conscience in regard to the vorship of God, they deny this liberty
in respect to obeying their Maker's conmmnit-" uThot sialt do
luo nmurder"-at least, il imust learni lu kill, 'or a fined for their
neglect. Thus they mîako it a grenter offence to negloct learning ta
fighrt, than totally ta neglect ail appearance of worshipping tiheir
Maker ; and while the people are allowed the riglhts of eonscience
in ahnost every other respect, they arc exposed ta penalties for
conscientiously refusing to cultivate the spirit ofwar and violence !

A law hvlich exposes ment t penalties for being o peaceable
opinions and dispositions iust be both inhmunan and impolitic .If

ail man mwere of such opinions and. dispositions, war could never
occur, and all the pretexts ofnecessary preparationl 'or it wouild be

entirely removed. Insurrections, civil wars, and wars between
difcrent states, mwouldc b alike impossible. If .then peace bu the
object whic ruilers desire, they should do all they can by precept
and example, ta cultivate and render popular, peaceable principles

and dispositions. This course mwould'tend to their own security,

nd to ie happiness of their subjects. But as if war were the

chief end of nan, tlhe:e is no other thing for whib Christia na-

tions lave been ut so muait expense, or ta which im-ey have made

such enormoaus sacriaices. A hundiredth part o this expense, if

,wisely applied, mould loumg ag have renderei war the abhorrence
of Christendon, if not of the whole wmorld. L. C.

gceology, botany, and geograplihy. Ho dielightful it is that in- LETTER. VI.

strclltion is now combined withi exercise, fresh air, anid hnppiness ! Mount Dliscovery, 12th niithl, 1825.
-how muchi manly energy was:foramerly lost by the exclusively I have hiad opportunmity to read in this country viat w uaspu
bookish system of education ! lished ii England by Cajt. Itill ud Dr. M'Leod, of flic Britist

Erpias. I shall be truly happy to mcet wit iyi excellelit ship s of war, relating to aur Island, and the character of ils inhabi-
friend Paulina. Where are yon living at present tants. The following extracts will show ithat our people imade a

.Ayrio. In the alciel Ciy of Queatay. You may 1%enow se favorable impression on the minds of the British varriors.
its towers and domes gilded by the setting sun. I-Iow' different " Mua> ai these Islanders displayed a spirit ai intelligence ani

(excuse ie for so ofiten reverting to these historical discussioins) enius-they ail seemed to - be gifted muith a sort of politeers,
frôm the same city, indeed froi ail cities, three hundred years which lad the fairest claim to b termed natural, for there ivas

ago, wlen every house poured into the pollted atmnosphere its nothing consntrained, nothing sti' or studied in it.'

complement of sioke, destroying its heaulhfulness and deiling its " It-was.iteresting to observe, indeed, lhow earIythe geit
arcIitecture-vlhen lth, fetid odours, nar:ov ystreets, anti a lov anid eîmgng'in'anners ofal classes elire, von~upontieillY
antd vicious classof population, 'ishonoured and det gradead every no less tihant te oficers.- The natives froi hithe first were treated

cicy, drivimlangiany refined nminfds into constant residence in the with entire confidence ; no vatch uas aver kept over thein, nor

country ! These evils our ancestors considered inseparable fromi mere hiey excluded from any part of the ships ; and not only ias

large cities. The physical anas,;however, have, been remedied b'y nothing stolen, but hen any thing was lost, nobody even suspect-

sCience ; and it has naw been foud, that, if vice and discord ed for ani instant iat il liad bean taken by them."

have a tendencyr to concentrate lu ciies, so alsa 'have their anta- " These islanders are represented as beinîg remariable for their

onluist forces, misdom and virtue ; that the Inter influences, if lonesty ani adherence to truth, and to this character they apear

fiirly and vigorously brought into the field, are ever an overmatonch to be justly entitled. That proud and hauglity feeling of national

for the former ; and thiit, bty the adoption of sound principles superioity,'so strongly existinng amongI the comhmaon cas faBritishi
and systemns, tiiejust and virtuous regulation of a city is rendered seania, hvlic linduces them to hold ail foreigners cheap, and to

casier than that o a rural district. The social appetency of human t treat theim with contempt, often calling them outlandislh lubbers

nature is god, and tends ta god ; tiegligence and iganitflce in tleir own couintry, was at this Isiaid, coumpletely subdued nid
alone bave led to its producing evil. But I sce Paulina as re- tamed by te gente manns and kind bavior aute most pacifie

cognisei you, and is lhastening towards us. I shallleave you with peaple [n the world."

her for a ofn minutes, -until I iave a short telegraplie coimnni- ' Althouigh completély intermiixed, and often worhing togalier

cation witlha mercantile friend at Cape Horn, regarding sonie coin- both on shore and on board, not a single quarrel or epmplaint took

mlodities whichli he is desirous of purchasing.-Au revoir.- an either side, d tring i iedole of our stay. On the coit-

trary, each succeeding day added to friendship and cordiality."

"The admin'istration o ie governument seeins to partaie of ite
C U S T 0 M S 0F T Il E U N I T E D S T A T E S . general midness of tie people ; and yet'it appears higihly efficient

LETTERS OF LILIAN CHING, TO MIs DETHREN iN TE from the very: great order wlich is alvays uiaiutained, and iit
ISLAND OF Loo-CIoo ; WRITTEN DURINGtJ mIs REsI- jgeaildiffusion ailiappiuîess."

DEriCE IN THE UNITED sTATEs."Crimes are s'aito be ver>-unurequentanagtiern, and tîte>

LETTER1r ' seoîîu ta go panfecd>- uttarnieti ; for iwe ubserxeti nivanlika instrii-
L ETTER V. ilcaîs ai an>- description I Not aven a ban' aorcrulmrromu n'as ta 1wo-

Mount Discovery, thih month, 1825.

While writing ail'the inconsistencies of Christiaus, I know not

where to end. But as in the preceding letter I memionei more uighît fot kihi te birds, mubichd' era alivays glat ta sea about

than one inconsistency, I vill now stateanother, whiclh lias occurredtain hanses. An ancen mas imneuuatiaissmed ta desist immun

to imyi nind. Religious liberty is a privilege which the people oithisf soaponti

this 'country profess ta regard as a nutural and inalienable riglît ; I We neyer snw any punisiimuets infliet LoCioo ; ap
and they have so formed tlheir constitutions as tol allow every manl ai a fan, or anau'gry lokxmas tha suvaîest chastiscînent evera-
to worship God in that marnner wlich is tust agrecealle to his own satal la, as fan as iva cauxu discaven. la giviulgeors, the ulîiE4

fmind. No man i exposed by -heir laws to any penalty for not at-

tending meetings for religious worship. A hamw wiîhich woule ex-%ciemdnass."

pose aniy man to pay a fine of twio or thîree dollars every tin ma he '[iera is not an att ese excellent ntiiterating people,
neglects the stated meetings for the worship of God, would be re-

garded by tlis people as unjust, tyrannical, and cruel. In like 'liheai ana af the sfîips mrtaapoctical '<Faremuell an

manmner, they would regard a law which shiould expose the people 1eavini aur Islandmhi n'as publishetilaDr. M'Leod's accot
of any seat to penalties for not conforming to a religious ceremony ai.car peaple, This ntsc is muehin aur favaur. Oueoailteso
wvhich they believe to ba offensive to God. This you will say is stauzas 1 will uraîscribc
riglht, and as it siould be, and be ready ta ask, where or whîat ais "Farewell, dean isie!an yaurnay lrenth

the inconsistency ? 0f civil discard nover blav
To make you understand tbis, I iust observe, that in each ofier frn your shanes bc plague and desth,

the states, there are a few people who dissent from the najority inAnd! an-oh far-Ume hostile toc.'

respect to war, and the propriety of learning the art ma- t'as grtifyimîg ta ina-nti J presume lt wil ho.Sa ta vomi, Iu

slannhterThein consciences faililiain ta-figb", andl also fai l know tlua oterelyams gave s favorable an remnt ofaur cantry

metbfayds'pio o vnabwora ro a ob

seen! Ad wen hey obervd th efct f or fwlig pece


