Holiness on the head, house of God built. t

days, unknown to the primitive Christians till after the | schism, yet it has some tendency that way, it being a |

He taught and institated; and regard for relig.iou,
means a readiness to forsake every worldly object, |

gards parochial music, it does not come from the peo-
ple; it isnot in any sense congregational ; st is some=

'oro!
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r 100 ety . . ‘ i i lar dispute bet isti if all Christi t of | FIDELITY TO THE CHURCH. ledness of parochial music; a pilgrimage through par=
N e principle that every parish should provide a | as would satisfy us in the case of any secular disputé Dbetween Christians, as if a ristians were not of | B e : P
o o eSS w " ctFE = L :3:1& ;‘)vherep every inhabiy;azt of it may join in her | with regard to ancient usage?  On the contrary, 18 the same body, nor fit for personal communion : and | ( From * The Old Paths,” by the Rev. J. B. Pratt, M.A.) i ish Ch“"fﬂ}ee would ge a lpﬂgrmmge indeed to acute
. ,;ﬁr ;_ it e | worship. If the‘parish church be too small, that I not the evidence clear to a moral demonstration, that ' though forsaking our parish-churches for other | i i — R and sensitive ears Iam soust: e
y g PREES T principle requires it to be enlarged, or an additional | the offering of such addresses is an innovation of later ~ churches in the same communion, be not so formal a | Faith in Christ includes respect for every thing thut |  Aund, what is the worst feature of the ease, as ve*
Gob

But is mere accommodation all that we are to heed? |
our church, in one of her homilies, speaks far other- |
wise. “If a man's private house, wherein he dwell- |
| eth, be decayed, he will never cease till it be restored |
up again; nay, if his barn or his stable be out of re- |
pair, he will expend money to repair it again. God |
was sorely displeased with his people, because they |
builded and decked their own houses,

“ight and perfections on the breast,
8rmonious bells below, raising the dead,
'To lead them unto life and rest :

Thus are true Aarons drest.

Profaneness in my head :
Defects and darkness in my breast;
A noise of passions ringing me, for dead
Uuto a place where is no rest;
Poor Priest! thus am I drest.

Ouly another head
I have; another heart and breast ;
Another music making ’live not dead;
Without whom I could have no rest ;
In him I am well drest.
8o, holy in my head;
Perfeet_ and light in my dear breast;
My doctrine tun'd by Christ, who is not dead,
But lives in me, while I do rest,
« Come people; Aaron’s drest.

the Lord, Is it time for you to dwellin your ceiled
houses, and the Lord’s house not regarded ? ye have
sown much, and gathered in but little ;"' thus con-
necting calamities and trials in respect of Providence
with the dishonour paid to God's house. ~Surely it
becomes us to be as careful in adorning God’s house,
and making it respectable in the sight of all men, as
we are in doing the like to our own dwellings.

— orile Hiusbers | But from w%om should come the meauns of repair-
.ing and restoring, of enlarging and adorning God’s

| house ?  Whence came the means at first? Look at
i the thousatds, the millions of money which must have
Isi 2 | been expended in building the parish churches of
mﬂt!;‘:et; 'E;“S:t ‘:': 5}]3::1&'1;1\71 §uch aplace? God_!i England, to say nothing of the cathedrals ? - Whence
SINg people Isracl gidf:m; 5 ) ;:.mt h:: grofes- | came those vast sums .of. money, but from the free lib-
whic they ga hek "he]“ 8';’9 un“t“e 'oﬂg‘ur erality l-)f private (,-hnsuans? And why should we
the  bling fg ok e ANy EOIERR. Tl S aE fall behind our benighted forefathers?  Because su-
or sacrifice, is it not evil ? and if ye offer | perstition of old led men to expend their money in

THE PARISH CHURCH. ¢
(Lrom a Sermon by the Rev, A, W, Brown, A.B.)

and suffered |
God's house to lie in ruin and uncomely : thus saith i

 forsaking the communion of our neighbour Christians |
f and parochial guide. There is no other rule that I |
 know of for personal communion, but cohabitation, or |
| dwelling together in the same neighbourhood; for
| then we communicate with the catholic Church, when

we communicate with that part of it wherein we live: |

bat when, without just cause, we ordinarily forsake |
| and the testimony of the earliest Church, and to dwell ‘L the communion of parochial assemblies, we dis_tuxb the |
upon the possibility, the reasonableness of the doc- | most convenient order _of Church communion,
trines of the Church of Rome in this respect, their | make a rent and schism in the Church, as total separa-
accordance with our natural feelings, and their chari- ) tion makes a schism from the Church. Neighbour
tableness. But in points of such vast moment, in | Chri'stians have the most frequent occasions of con-
! things concerning the soul's salvation, we can depend | versing with each other, and therefore many great ends
with satisfaction and without misgiving, only on the l of' Christian communion are best attained among them.
sure word of promise; nothing short of God's own | They may “exhort and reprove one another, provoking
pledge of his own eternal truth can assure us, that all | unto love and good works,” and they may * watch over
is safe. Such substitution of what may appear to us | 0n¢ another's souls.”  We sec indeed very little of
reasonable, and agreeable to our natural sentiments, s this now ; and the reason of it is very plain, because
and desirable if true, in place of the assurances of | fe.W men consider what are the duties of their commu-
God’s revealed Will, may correspond with the argu- & nion, but are too much unconcerned with what becomes
ments of a heathen philosopher unacquainted with the | of their brother's soul; they think every man must
truth as it is in Jesus, but cannot satisfy disciples of | look to himself, but do not feel that sympathy, com-
Him who brought life and immortality to light by his : passion and care, which one member has for another;
Gospel.  Such questions as these, Is there any | that “vbether one member suffer, all the members suf-
thing unreasonable in this? Would nct this be a fer with it, or one member be honcured, all the mem-
welcome tenet, if true ?” well became the lips of So- | bers rejoice with it: but were men sensible of the
| crates in his defence before his judges, but are in the | necessity of this mutual care of each other’s souls, it

middle of the fourth century, and never pronounced
to be an article of faith, until the Council of Trent,
more than a thousand years after its first appearance
in Christendom, so decreed it.

The tendency, indeed, of some TRoman Catholic
writings, especially of late years, is to draw off our
minds on these points from the written word of God,

and | what is very strange,
| so, maintain that they were as

rather than deny the truth, or depart a single step from !
the narrow path which Christ pointed out. But for t
worldly objects, and from carnal motives, such as con- |
venience, or interest, or prejudice, or father, or mother, |
or husband, or wife, or child, or houses, or Jands; how 1
many aie there, who would never scruple to take liber- |
ties with their religious principles and duties; and, |
who would, when they have done |
ardently attached to |
Christ, and had as strong faith in His merits, as before! |
Such may have been received into the Church in Bap- l
tism: they may have solemnly before God, and pub- |
licly in the congregation, contirmed their Baptismal
covenant : they may have appeared regularly, within
the courts of God’s house, and devoutly approached |
His holy altar; and there renewed their vows, and re-

 ceived the mystical pledges of Christ's redeeming love:
| and they may thus in the most solemn manner, and on
| the most important occasions have professed their re-
| gard for Christ's sacred Ordinances, and their attach-
ment to His holy Church: and yet, on a slight change
of worldly circumstances, they will break their cove-
pant, renounce their profession, and forsake their
Chureh; and still they will believe, that their faith in
Christ, and their respect for His Ordinances, and their
love for His Church, are neither shaken nor diminished.

thing exclusively appropriated to a few, peculiar to
the gallery; and when we speak of desiring cougrega-
tional singing, or lament the want of it, we do not un-
derstand the well-meant, but excruciating and incon-
siderate efforts of those to whom God has denied the
gift of ear or voice or both; as it is, however, the
congregation, does but listen and look on; and thus
there is a notion of exhibition or display in the whcle
concern, as though the two parties the congregation,
and the choir, occupied the relative position of *“au-
dience”’ and *performers.”  Though we desire to re-
tain “choirs,” that is, a body of well-trained persons
duly qualified to lead, not to represent or supersede,
the musical part of the congregation, yet as long as
they are separated in position from the main body of
the congregation, and raised like ball-room musicians
into an orchestra by themselves,so long shall we have
to complain of the utterly uncongregational character
of our parochial music; and the more it loses its con=
gregational character, the more it becomes a merely
professional affair, the less will it partake of that style
which is suited to parochial service. T
And yet, while so seldom satisfied, so ofter wearied
or distressed, we are ever expecting great things from
the powers of music; we all turn fo it in the hope
that it will give warmth, life, vatiety, spirit to our sei=
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lame anq sick, is it not evil?  Offer it now unto | building religious houses and doing other actions, for | strict sense of the word preposterous in a Christian. | could never be better dicharged than among neigh-

What to say of such conduet, I know not. It certainly | vice, and help to bring back our wandering thoughts,

128 :'8:, or even much longer, and far before the period | ‘}:0 0“;‘;" g‘e‘ us lift up our hearts to God Almighty | 80d by the intercession of departed mortals, is no | it is a pure intention, which has no aims but what are
* Dnenl the awful gloom of popish error and the load of nmm ’ a(;x ﬂmake} our requests known to Him in the | Where in the covenant. Moreover, when God invites | e"";:"’ed o appr}:).ved of by the gospel, that alone can
2t me iati , 4 : i m
. - :’: (;iranny had overspread the land. Throughout wZ;“ f’ 12? ‘lzlouhg 1 vthe medl.aflon of Christ, and He | Me and commands me to approach Him myself, in the | C;:rizg;he b.e::l;sll;iscewt i&;n ;i:, (t;:’dbecog‘xsr Pro'pt::.rly
F 3 k\tb;k-and dreary ages of ignorance and supersti- di g me 'leres d.nd Petitions uA SN NNN «-paieat his Son, and trusting to his merits, it is not k is ind ﬂ:; w;" ior: but s?vha t ‘:ieslro 8 vi d o dmg
: Tiect visible body of the church still continued to | Ee lelntd or us; .He will grant to us, in this world, 5 | Christian humility, rather it savours of presumption, . . t:e 'e'fg i i i “'.yf l'l:e’t m:l :‘er; a3
"8 do ?gether for worship in the same places: crudhied nowle _ge of his truth, and in the world to come life | 20 iBtruding into those things which we have not seen, | nper of mind and cour e of lifeli eto that o our
! W iy ool everlasting ! Y . . . | blessed Redeemer, in imitation of his admirable ex-
" v every . egard of its vital truths, bereft of almost | ¥ aanogs (Coloss. ii, 18), to seek to prevail with Him by plead- | ainple, W0 56 d" fu R d
. . . . { . 3 ) . H . .. . B . o ¢ g !
p 'ivey 8ign of epiritual life, save when some convul- | Vatching ‘the .tlde of evidence through its whole | '8 other merits, and petitioning creatures, however }‘Lthat s; i mo _L Ile'[";?(" q n dndb 1htfous llcolm“lmn iy
L ; rsecOVement among the members, stigmatized and II)]l‘Ogress, we hnd.lt to flow all in this one direction.— | 8lorious, to interest themselves with Him in our be- | we cathere 2}5 E” Y '”‘ l, anf od 30 ? £ )cdlo.nou; |
d stil] t“led as heresy, gave sign that the Lord was | cre and there indeed attempts have been made to half, angels and saints, of whose power even to hear |-y 0 eterual enj ?capa);g, v hat o9 o
o rst l.Ere. In these parish churches dawned the i:’lus'“ ?ome mOUﬂdS.ﬂnd barriers of human structure, | Y8 W€ have no evidence. When Jesus himself, who | joyment of him in heaven.
b tion _8;'}':m9ﬁngs of returning light at the reforma- str:ir(}:tr % ‘f"ehl:' 1ts progress, and turn it from its knows l‘?th the deep counsels of the Eternal Spirit, : A:ldt‘theref?re, whoever wants sincerity in r?)igion,
y the .lw 3 .the Spirit of the Lord came mightily on | ende%uv G, 11ut in vain; unchecked by any such and man's wants and weaknesses and unworthiness, | wants t “:' _Whlch, next to th.e blood of !ns 'Sakur, is
86 O with thakemng church of England, and it burst, as 01 ours, it rolls on m.one full, steady, strong, and and' who loveth his own to the end, pledges his never- | the only l:“"g that can do him any service in order to
y ‘ ang e touch of fire, the deadly bonds of POPETY ; rl\?fn.st ess. current. Until we ha\:e long passed the | failing word, that whatsoever we ask the Father in his | bis ?al"““"": All is hypoerisy without it, a mere
2 . ‘ whi Casting agide the abominations and corruptions icene Council, we find no one writer of the Christian | Pam€ He will give it us, can it be less than an un- | outside, Nothing byt a company of empty pretences
o gl i L HE had so long oppressed and defiled it, arose as a pllurch, wl.xose remains tell us, that he either himself warthy distrust of his trath and faithfuluess to ask the = and deceitful shows and formalities, without any good
e ™ tin the strength of the Lord—the primitive and invoked saints and angels, and the Virgin Mary, or Fitber for the merits and by the intercession of | principle from whence they proceed, or any influence
% e:lﬁ?d church of England, which had been planted VLV‘:]‘]S, at all aware of any such practice prevailing in another ? and as though in fear lest God should fail ' at all upon the heart and life ; whereby God is really
i do;' 10 the apostles’ times, and upon the apostles’ ld ristendom.  Suppose, for ove moment, that our of his promise, or be unmindful of us himself, to invoke | mocked and abused to his very face, by the man’s
a Tine, ’ ‘ ?Ct;lne is right ; z:ud El‘xen we find the whole tenor | @ngels and the good departed to make our wants known | preteudlng to lay a whale burnt oﬂ'ering upon his
< Our B s 1ot e sk Dimdil Hokatialio  of the (.)ldl and New Testaments, and the ancient | URI° Hiy, and to prevail with Hin to relieve us ? ' altar, Wh;“ indeed he brings little or nothing but the
writers, in thei i i : . 2 Joe s o :
: h‘f“r communion and unity in the whole body of | pretati:m Of!(:l}i‘ep:]?;:tmlemnn%, agreeably to the inter- Surely it were wiser and safer to acdhere religiously l skml O:etoft;ac"‘ﬁte- For God requires and expects
o v‘un“' Our Lord our Head, hath a house in every | gy inciding i st ant‘l unblaas‘ed critics, | to that one way which canoot fail, than to adopt for | the lo d i “'l_‘(’le heart, t.he obedience of the whole
st .l 3ge. In twelye thousand churches at once, the |} 4 Col:nu ing in every respect with our view of God ourselves methods and systems, for the success of | man, an¢ an entire conformity to that most excellent
ooN- W-same prayers are publicly offered up; the self- | si‘:: gl: 3 ofl‘) J((}}‘f of invocation, and of the exclu- | which We have no guarantee; which may be unaccept- ] re.llglo;: which his divine Son has taught us; and this
: 2 » © Portions of scripture are publicly read; and s L aractesr o rist's intercession, mediation, and | able in his sight; and the tendency of which may be | with the greatest reason, because, by creation and re-
|:eq‘:::;:¢ Orship is conducted at the same hours by ministers | vocacy.  Suppose, for another moment, the Roman | to bring down a curse and not a blessing. demption both, we are entirely his. And moreover
vy "AWing their foss - i PNECINES Catholic theory to be correct, then the whole general 2 we have, by our own act and deed, often renewed and
r & Co. ere is but on:u; gnty fromht 2 Sal}?ie serq "7 | tenor and drift of Scripture must be evaded; the s confirmed, in the most solemn manner, made over our
__; fan. . ‘ ody among the worsE Pl; d ot ciearest statements and announcements must be ex- PAROCHIAL COMMUNION. whole selves to him, to be disposed of and ruled by
e ar brethren of the church of England—is it | plained away by subtle distincti atui : im at his pl
Neegf, : y by subtle distinctions, gratuitous defini- (By Dean Sherlock. him at bis pleasure,
0, wbatu}ffor Wi da phiadk with, gom. a0 he behalf P— | tions, and casuistical refinements, altogether foreign i How provoking th t it needs be to violate all
YRONTOr .' be - (:n alld:he parish churches of England were{tt; ' from the broad and simple truths of Revelation; then, This is the truest emblem of catholic unity, when | these obligationqg ttomul::?ml (,;e:;;, a fe‘:v‘t)}:)e:t:ical
ce X ; { - . . : s;
sters. 'f,ﬁ'{ con“quence:::,n;{;‘]iq’ :vho c?utld :a]cull.al::ttilﬁ: ::Vu: ‘, tg(:r)]’el:;!:la::i]rmnmgd?he sen_tm-\elnts of fl(;) author, not his | we hold personal communion with those Ch;-istiana nothings, instead’of trl:xe devotion and hearty substan-
least, h s, to society to ou / 24 pervading principles, evidenced through- | who are our neighb L e ; : :
? The evil ’ . s e | bi ). g neighbours, and so in the nearest disposi- | tial duty and obedience in every thing, to the best of
fllings and h evil of one church being destroyed is the | out his writings, must be appealed to; but casual and | ti for it : Sl e , )
| 1 e 4 ; o ; ; 5 ual and | tion forit: for our obligation to Christian comt r power!
ments Wi Pri n kind, though not in degree. ~Surely it is the | insulated expressions must be contracted or expanded | extends itself 1 ‘hg' ki ommunion | our P 5 And .that must needs-be a very strange
ed to Ociple : : P! to all Christian societies, which live in | sort of religion, which has every thing in it that may
o ¥ of a national church, of our church, to pro- | as may best seem to counteract the im i de | the com i : . A4 :
1o upless B Wi tiare eviry ol i) e i 155 the. tastite it KB p'ressxon made | t‘e munion of the Church; and to pick up a|incense the divine object of it against us, and harden
. "‘"‘ship 3 if he will t) .lahl_tantl? ; eh ‘o cic Task Tk kit O"Yh" t‘(;ose principles.  We may safely | Church for constant and ordinary communion, here | ourselves in wickedness, and very much increase our
. 3 v S - v SRS S Al 4 . . . .
bj will not avail bimself of the opp ’ such evidence, that the primitive Church | and there from straggling members, who live in remote | future misery; but nothing that will gain his favour
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:l}:y 8°Vemor;. will he be pleased with thee, or accept
y pt.erson, saith the Lord of hosts.”” (Mal. i. 8.)—
OW In every town or village there is some emblem of

our loyalty, or some symbol of our earthly sovereign :

;ome court-bm.xse or place of justice, some official to-
en of authority and majesty; some magistrate or

ofﬁcer, or person who acts in the name of the sover-

:1gn.G Why sh'ould there be less open recognition of
:ne—o-da?recz‘;,:{z @gmuld uot our God also have a

! ed servant—in every place? The

}I:i:i::ech?“‘:h or hosxse of God, and the authorized
7 inl' o (,hr}st, his ambassador and servant, are to-

- hea‘eve]ry v.lllage that we take the Lord Jesus for

People,vteng king; that we profess, as a nation and a

And willo orm part of hu' kingdom upon earth.—

aCkHOWledI;::nz}:: {‘}:)::i jgrachlously accept the hun'lb]e

P law:f tduslmake of his sovereign=-

Mg e . ead aloud there ?

declared and made kn:)

week, or oftener ?
The houses of
also as public ack

' Are not
his goodness, his will, pablicly
wa there on his own day every

come. IOI thele we go continual y ear of that
g uall to h

house of God iy il i:;)iwl;)e the true and eternal
home. "' And i thos,e : we hope to find our
thered the deag bl ouses of God, also are ga-
Vil tcats ley of those whom we have com-
- %rave with an open public avowal on our
direh g ‘e bo not exp?c‘t or wish to continue on
& o .‘S,b ut are awaiting the time when we and
thee: sl(; g odies we have for the present placed

ingd’(,m_n e called to meet the Lord in his future
& They sta-nd also as tokens that we habitually look

t the fulfilment of his promise, and habitually de-
Pend upon his assurance that he is with us alway,

€ven unto th i
S e end of the world : 1mnasmuc S W ay:
rovide in e ch as we have

ot thiee 1 & y village a separate house where two
s ;1 It be no more, may be gathered together
ame: thus avowing our expectation that he

Wi“ me . &
Xviii. 2;?)“’9‘“, and be in the midst of them. (Matt.

Will he not own our endeay
sanctify those houses which we
:,);‘e:na?sehlslheart may be there perpetually?  Yea
- Y who fear the Lord speak often one to au-,

ier, the Lord hearkens and hears it, and ab
remembrance is written before him £, . them th:to}f('cgf

the Lord, and that think upon his na(r:e (Mal. iii, 16
And need we awaken in our minds the h 11. '.)
personal associations which entwine th iz

0:1' veneral.)le p.arish churches? There were we grafl
e h:;yeb:}::ls?\ into Christ's mystical body tl;ne chgl:l‘a('lt'\-
s d(; n?;r:ie(.:d;i:ud ’lll‘lsﬁr.:'eare seated, the centres
Y sleeps the dust of all

those frj
fire; ‘:;'11&:. honoured and dear, who have gone be-
natious iy gat;:: alone in this world.

aces; but the

ours, and choose and
have builded, that his

emselves around

" ontleg i comhl:tory of each of the families of which
churches, humbll’ sed, is gathered around its parish
ot i e vila € though they often be. No other
tions il ge.calt have such and so many associa-
Clustering are :"h it as the parish church: and this
b g und God's house for ages and ages of all
e ety nhgs of our fallen nature, as well as of all
e t ?ughts fhat are from above, is a power-
it ent in God's hands for good to individual
0 soclety, and to nations at large.

theA't:sl:o!: our parish churches identified also with
h ory of the Christian church
ning? 1In tho :

rofessi .
the members of Christ’s vi:;b(;ee;solsg SORXED. of God,
lost in antiquity, unites us in :
: ; communi i

early believers, and with apostolic lime:,n ‘:)l:»:le:l?e
the very spots, sometimes even in parts of the ve:‘;
;VI“! of the present churches, the Christians of a vil-
age assembled a thousand or twelve hundred years

The history of
red around castles and cities, and pa- |

Their history, |

| the sake of purchasing heaven by good deeds, as a i
| matter of bargain and sale, are we to refrain from pro- |
| moting God'’s cause now or helping forward his church? ‘
| The evil of our ancestors was not in building God’s i
 house, but in building it from a vain and sinful motive. |
| Let us do it from a right motive, and we shall escape |
their sin, and be promoting the glory of God and the |
welfare of souls. Shall we, who have more light than |
they, be less willing to give unto God P—less willing i
to build his house? The law, indeed, provides oue |
valuable source from which essential repairs in our |
parish churches must come.  But Christian and |
neighbourly feeling would be ever ready to aid in so |
good a cause; and that aid is most needful. We are |
all ready to wish well to the great work; to wish that '
places were provided for every one to worship in God's |
house. There is a readiness to will. St. Paul ex-
horts you ¢ that, as there is a readiness to will, so

there may be a performance also, out of that whieh ye

have; for if there be first a willing mind, it is accep-

ted according to that a man hath, and not according

to that he hath not. For 1 mean ot that other men

be eased and ye burdened; but by an equality, that

now at this time your abundance may be a supply for

their want ; that there may be equality : as it is writ-

ten, He that hath gathered much had nothing over,

and he that bad gathered little had no lack.” (2 Cor.

viii. 11, 15.)

A patient continuance in well-doing is our constant
duty. The work of carrying out the principles of our
church, and of providing church-room and means of
grace every where within our sphere, is great; but we
owe it to God, to the Christian church, to society, and
to our country. Do not reason and scripture point
out how fearfully the present confusions and disorders
—political, moral, and religious—with which our

bours, who live under each other’s eye. 1 add further,
truth? What isrevealed? What has God promised? \ that in parochial communion every particular Christian
What has He taught man to hope for? What has He ' in a pation may be provided for, which cannot ordi-
commanded man to do? By his own words, by the | narily be done in gathered Churches; for every par-
words and by the example of his inspired messengers, ticular man belongs to one parish or another, and is,
by the doctrine and practice of his Church, the witness | by law, bound to commuuicate init; andif he do not,
and interpreter of the truth, how has He directed us | may be discovered and corrected, either by private
to sue for his mercy and all its blessings?  On what

| admonitions or public censures; but when men forsake
foundation, sure and certain, can we build our hopes, | their parochial communion, it is impossible to give any
that “ He will favourably with mercy hear our prayers.” | account of them: they may be of this Church, or of
For in this matter, a matter of spiritual life and death,

| that, or of none at all. It is impossible for the gov-
we can anchor our hope on no other rock than his sure | emors of the Church, who are to take care of every
word of promise.

With the Christian the first question is, What is the |

| particular wandering sheep, to give such an account
| of their charge in any other Church-state as in paro-

liever, 1 have; but it is exclusive of any invocation by | chial communions; and that is a sufficient argument
me of saint, or angel, or virgin. The pledge of heaven | to prove that it is a very useful and necsesary con-
is most solemnly and repeatedly given; God, who can- | Rl

not lie, has, in language so plain, that he may run who |
readeth it, assured me that if 1 come to Himserr by | youallege,
n1s Sox, my prayer shall not be cast out, my suit shal
not be denied, I shall not be sernt empty away. In
every variety of form which language can assumne,

assurance is ratified and confirmed.  Ilis own revealed structions I
will directs me to pray for my fellow-creatures, and to less in their preparations. s
expect a beneficial effect from the prayers of the faith- | to human infirmities; aod in .all cages, b, 15 .apt . to
ful upon earth in my behalf.  T'o pray for them, there- | dispizit men, to see all ‘h"’."‘ i and labou}- despised
fore, and to seek their prayers, and to wait patiently | and slighted, especially in this case: which' makes
for an answer to both are acts of faith and of duty.— ng that service to the souls of

That sure word of promise, if I am a faithful be-

Now, supposing your parochial ministers to be, as

ons may not make them more slight and care-

| them incapable of doi v
And were it also appointed by God’s will to be an act { men which their office requires, and which they S
of faith and duty in a Christian to seek the prayers,  passionately desire. Men who are above the vanity
and aid, and assistance, of saints and angels by sup- ©f & great auditory, are yet desirous to preach to those
plicatingly invoking them, surely the same word of whom they are concerned to instruct, and are gne.ved
truth would have revealed that also. Whereas the to see them turn their backs'upon them. You mlg.ht
reverse shows itself under every diversified state of have many times better sermons, did you not flls'
things, from the opening of the sacred book to its very | courage your preachers by such reglects. Consider
last page. The subtle distinction of religious worship

country is distracted, may be traced as fruits to the
| neglect of this duty by our fathers for the last century

doubled or trebled, and the provision for teaching that
| population the will of God, and enabling them to

worship him, has stood still. = How much of the evil,
the infidelity, the wickedness we now see around,
might have been prevented, had houses of God in
each successive age been built, been enlarged, been
{ multiplied, been honoured as they should have been.
The duty which belonged to the last generation rests
upon us, as well as our own; we are called to wake
up what they neglected to do for their day, and to do
a]sc_) that work which devolves on us for our own gene-
ration.

INVOCATION OF SAINTS.
(From “ Primitive Christian Worship,” by the Rev.
J. E. Tyler.)

From first to last, the voice of God himself, and the
voices of the inspired messengers of heaven, whether
under the patriarchal, the Mosaic, or the Christian
dispensations, the voices too of those maintainers of
our common faith in Christ, who prayed, and taught,
in the Church, before the corruptions of a degenerate
world had mingled themselves with the purity of
Christian worship, combine all, in publishing, through-
out the earth, one and the self-same principle, “Pray
only to God; draw nigh to Him alone; invoke no
E other; seek no other in the world of spirits, neither
| angel, nor beatified saint; seek Him, and He will fa-
vourably, with mercy, hear your prayers.”” To this
one principle, when the Gospel announced the whole
counsel of God in the salvation of man, our Lord him-
| self, his Apostles, and his Church, unite in adding
| another principle of eternal obligation,—There is one
| Mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus: whatsoever the faithful shall ask the Father in
the name of that Mediator, he will grant it to them:

E?‘m ever living to make intercession for those who
elieve in Him: Invoke we no o

| we neither to saint nor an

ther intercessor, apply
gel, plead we the merits of

or half century ? 'The population of the country has | lute, final, sovereign, on the one hand, and of oblique,

| farther, that you are particularly accountable for the
into latria, dulia, and hyperdulia, the refined classifi- | improvement of those means of grace (and of nove
cation of prayer under the two heads of direct, abso- | others, that we can see), which the providence of God
ihns brought within your reach; and that you may
subaltern, on the other, swell indeed | More reasonably expect the divine blessing when you
 conscientiously submit to and diligently attend that
| ministry which a God of order has set over you.—
Moreovur, the constant attendance on a meaner mi-
nistry is much more for our edification than an occa-
sional hearing much better sermons. It is too much
the humour of many men, who forsake their own
Church, to be constant to none; and by this means
they hear a great many excellent sermons, and yet not
| be thoroughly instructed in all parts of their duty:
whereas every minister who makes conscience of in-
structing his people committed to him, will take care
at one time or other, to teach them all the great arti-
cles of faith and rules of life; which, though it may
not be go taking and popular, is yet more useful than
some general discources and pressing vehement ex-
gate by any other way than the way which He has | hortations, without a particular explication of their
made for me; which He has himself plainly prescribed | duty.  Which shows the advantage of attending a
to me; in which He has promised that his word shall | constant ministry, especially if men would acquaint
be a lantern unto my feet; and along which those | themselyves with their minister, whereby he might bet-
saints and servants of his, who received the truth from | ter understand how to apply himself to their particu-
bis own lips, and sealed it by theit blood, have gone la.r cases, to fit his instructions to their capacities, and
before? his counsels, exhortations, and reproofs, to their spiri-

Whenever a maintainer of the doctrine and practice tual wants.
of invoking the Saints asks me, as we have lately been
asked in these words, * May I not reasonably hope
that their prayers will be more efficacious than my own
and those of my friends? And, under this persuasion,
I sy to them, as I just now said to you, holy Mary,

) . What is there i
holy Peter, holy -Paul, pray .for me. Wh ot 7 n A man may speak and do many excellent things,
reason or revelation to forbid me to do so! o this | - q & Christi &
| o I 2 and appear to be a very good Christian, when in the
and similar questions and suggestions, I answer at | 4p0 g ; o
2 Faby gt B i Bamshtithe Dot | public view: that is, he may act his part to the life,
nce, Go olemnly covenan g ' and yet, when the play is done, and the spectators

i who as is mercy, in the name | e . ;
tions of those who ask Hix for b Yy | gone, and he is retired behind the scenes, and has laid

| aside his disguise; be as vicious and vile as ever.

relative, transitory,
many elaborate works of casuistry, but are not dis-
coverable in the remains of primitive Christians, por
in the writings of God’s word have they any place.—
I cannot find in the inspired Apostles any reference to
the necessity, the duty, the lawfuluess, the expediency
of our seeking by prayer the good offices of the holy
dead, or of the angels of light. To their successors
the carliest inspired teachers and pastors of Christ's
fold, T seck in vain for any precept, or example, or
suggestion, or incidental allusion looking that way.—
Why then should a Christian wish to add to that which
God has been pleased to appoint and to reveal? Why
should I attempt to cuter heaven through any other
gate than that gate which the Lord of heaven has
opened for me ? or why should I seek to reach that

e e e s

HYPOCRISY.
( By the Rev. Francis Bragge, B.D.)

and for the sake of his Son; aud in his holy word has,

both b ecept and le, taught us in this life t &
A 4 z °|  There js a vast difference between the bare per-

pray for each other, and to ask each other’s prayers, |

(James v. 16, 1 Tim. ii. 1); but that He will favour- ;formance of §uch and such actions, how materially
ably answer the prayers which we supplicate angels to good and praiseworthy soever they may be, and the

offer, or which we offer to Himself through the werits doing them jasincerity, in order to a right. end: and

{
B

Yy sti : ; U e ; A 0
» 8till she has delivered herself, It is but the | offered invocations to saints and angels, and the Virgin, | and distant places, is to make a schismatical difference | in the least, or do us any manner of good

not the best preachers, nor the profoundest |
1 | divines, nor the most moving orators: consider whether |
| this may not in great measure be owing to yourselves; |
this | whether your withdrawing yourselves from their in- |

Preachers are men subject |

betrays a disposition to lay the foundation of religious
principle on what is seen, rather than on what ought
| to be believed. They who are guided by such a prin-
ciple, look only at immediate consequences; and as
they see no evil resulting from indifference about
Evangelical truths and ordinances, they conclude that |
| there is no danger. They seem to forget, that God

must be equally great, equally glorious, whether we

serve Him or not; that He does not demand our obe- |
| dience on His own account, bat on ours; and that our "
| being permitted and instructed to serve Him, is & pri- |
vilege, not a task.
conclude that God will be satisfied with any kind of
service, that they may find it most convenient or agree-
able to offer Him; and that they will obtain the graces
of the Holy Spirit, through any means which they may
think proper to adopt: whereas, they ought to re-
member, that in the religious, as well as in the natural
! economy, there is doubtless so close and mysterious &

\

|

| counection between the appointed means and the pro-
posed end, that the latter will never be properly at-
tained, where the former are carelessly or habitually
neglected.  But because this can be perceived only
by the eye of faith, those who are indifferent in regard
| to religious obligations, and divinely-appointed insti-
tutions, may suppose their respect for Christ and His
Gospel to be great, but they are certainly deficient in
true faith. They walk by sight, and reduce the

Forgetting these things, they | gregational feeling,

and lessen our weariress or our coldness in the acts of
prayer and praise.

We must, however, confess, that whatever are our
theories, or dreams, or hopes, we are at present, and
have Been for many generations, leaving a great “help
for devotion’’ unused; or so abusing it, that it were
as well not used at all. How different the conduct
of the Romish church abroad, and the dissenters at
home, both more wisely alive to the efficacy of this
mystery! The dissenter uses it for its binding, unit-
ing qualities, as a help to the preservation of the con-
by bringing a large body of the
people into active and sensible co-operation.  Though
it is used coarsely, because of the coarseness of the
hand that touches it, it does its work in this respect 3
it biuds, it cements; the congregational hymns create
congregational sympathy; singing together tightens
the cord of fellowship, and helps greatly to associate’
souls.

ence.

WORKING OF THE VETO SYSTEM.
In the Pavish of Muckairn I wassurprised to obserye am
excellent church aud manse, in a most deplorable disor-
der, the shutters all closed, the garden a picture of deso-

efficacy of the Divine Ordinances to the standard of
} worldly experience.  Their faith is not the faith of
| Abraham, who at the command of God went forth,
i k.no.wing whither he went, (Heb. xi. 8), but fully be-
I lieving that what God had promised, Ile was able also
| to perform, (Rom. iv. 21). Thus, indifference is cer-
‘ tainly nearly allied to infidelity, and lukewarmness is
| hateful to God, (Rev. iii. 16). ~ And although many
may flatter themselves, that they have faith in Christ,
and respect for His Ordinances; yet if they trust not
in His promises, nor have recourse to the means of
grace which He has appointed, nor abide in His mys-
tical body, the Church, nor keep their vows, nor pre-
fer His service above every worldly consideration; they
are certainly deceiving themselves, and trifling in a
case where seriousness alone is becoming. And yet
this thoughtlessness, or folly, or whatever may be its
name, has its origin, perhaps, in some motive which
they would be ashamed to avow to the world, and
almost glad to conceal from themselves. I candidly
confess, that I have a much higher respect for the man
who is serious in his religious creed, even although
that creed be erroneous, than I have for him who is
indifferent, whether he be right or wrong. The one
errs through ignorance, the other through carelessness.
The former, if better informed, would immediately
yield to conviction: the latter would, in defiance of
every argament, remain in his opinions, and go on in
his course.  The sincere Episcopalian, by his examiple,
endeavours to recommend the truth to all men; and
for this reason, he will never shew the least disrespect
for any of the marks of the true Church, lest any
should be misled by his example, and allured into
danger tbrough his fault. He is well aware of the
fact, that there are thousands who pay little regard to
the marks by which the true Church is distinguished,
but the circumstance has little weight in his estima-
tion. Its weight is more than counterbalanced by
another fact, viz., that popular approbation has never
been a sure criterion of the truth. The Author of
our holy religion, did not enjoy the countenance of the
great majority of the Jews. They derided His doc-
trines, they slew Himself; and perhaps in no age has
the Church of God been supported by the majority of
mankind.  Hence, in cases where the will of God is
explicit, the Episcopalian pays no regard to public
opinion. He sincerely regrets the stiffueckednessand
folly of such as prefer their own fancies to the wisdom
of God, and he would greatly rejoice were they to lay
aside such folly ; but while they do not, he cannot be
guided by their example. It is to God, not to men,
that he looks for the reward of his labours; and there-
fore his great rule of duty is to serve God, and honour
His institutions, independent of the opinions or the
practices of the world.

CHURCH MUSIC.
(From the English Review.)

No one, we conceive is satisfied with the state of
Church music. Viewed in a mere artistical light, it
is commonly either bad in itself; or, if not abstractedly
bad, inappropriate; or, if euitable in style, badly per-
formed. Viewed in a higher light, as something offered
to God, as the supposed dedication of certain powers,
as the devotional and solemn use of a great gift, we
are apt to be pained by want of a devotional aud holy
tone cither in the music itself, or in the singers. In
short, whether viewed artistically or religiously, the
state of our Church music provokes our grief or our
censure, being either debased in style, theatrical, and
undevotional, or drawled over, or hurried over, or sung
mechanically, or bombastically by a self-complacent
“choir.”  That which is capable in the highest degree
of quickening, sustaining, deepening, or elevating
religious feeling, which, by its most penetrating influ-
ences can either rouse the soul, or soothe or welt it,
is most times a disappointment or an annoyance. We
either wince, or are weary; we are cither indifferent,
or distressed. It is the exception to be satisfied, to
feel that music has done its work as a consecrated
instrument, that it has been duly used asa help to
godliness, that its utmost powers have been piously
developed, that our natural notions of its impressive-
ness have been fulfilled, that our sober dreams of its
capacities as a spiritual agency have been realized.
We are bold enough to say, that in the majority of
| cathedrals, where of course we look for the nearest
approach to perfection on this matter, the music is
positively bad; that is, the whole service is bad ; there
is either bad music, or unskilful singing, or visible
sloveliness, marked and open irreverence in *hose that
take part in the service. And if cathedrals are in
| such a state, we can hardly be surprised at the wretch-

fation, and every thing apparently testitying that some
great calamity had occurred to cause there being thus for-
saken, therefore we applied to the innkecper, and after-

not | wards to the parish schoolmaster, w Lom we found dig-

ging in his own garden, to eulighten us, as to what bad
{ caused this melancholy aspect of affairs. 1t turns out to
| have been all occasioned by a veto of perplexity, which
| has kept this parish unoccupied during two years. The
church of Mueckairn is in the gift of Goverument, and a
‘ vacancy having occurred in August, 1837, four clergy-
i men named by the state arrived to exhibit their powers
in the pulpit, for the purpose of pleasing their auditors,
and gaining their election to the vacant charge. Not one
of these candidates, however, gave, or could by possibili-
ty have given the smallest satisfaction, because the con-
gregation had previously determined to favour a farmer’s
son in their own neighbourhood, avd thus it has happen-
ed, as in old times, when a partial veto law was once al-
lowed to exist, that parish remained vacant sometimes for
scveral years. Meantime, one of the four Government
nominees at Muckairn has collected, after great canvass-
ing among the numerous persons entitled to vote, eight
signatures, which are intended to pass fora *harmonious
call,” in consequence of which our informants seem to
think this active candidate will be precipitated into the
pulpit of Muckairn. At present that parish has fallen
into a state of temporary heathenism, having only been
favoured with miscellaneous preaching one Sunday in
three weeks from the Argyleshire Presbytery, so that
the poor ignorant Highlanders may be apt to say like the
American peasants, ** We are not Christians, Uecause we
have no opportunity.”

As no clergyman’s principles and abilities, even in res-
pect to preaching, can be duly weighed at a popular elec-
tionsor rejection, to be decided by a single sermon, pri-
vate visitation of the sick and dying, which is far more
laborious, and equally Unportant, may probably fall into
great disuse, and meantime the poor people of Muckairn
are in many instances now sinking into the grave without
benefit of clergy. There surely must be something amiss
in any law which produces so lamentable a result, and
therefore even if it be the law of the land, there scem#no
advantage in reviving it.

In the supplementary chapel of A— , & case some-
what similar to that of Muckairn lately occurred. Three
candidates were named to compete before the people, two
of whom gained over large bodies of keen partisuns, but
the third had only one advocate, An eager contest arose,
much angry feeling ensued, each party threatened to be-
come dissenters, and at last the solitary supporter of the
unpopular candidate, by hinting to each party how very
probably the opposite faction might succeed, induced a
majority to adopt the neutral plan of fixing on the indi~
vidual who had been at first so unanimously rejected.
Thus the single-handed partisan worked on the evil pas-
sions of others, to bring in one, who took comfortable
possession of the vacant chapel, and has done the parish
duties there ever since.

We have already passed a parish which had become
vacant during the late Duke of Argyle's life, who receiv-
ed the recommendation of a suitable successor, from a
pious and esteemed landed proprietor in the neighbour-
hood, to whom his Grace returned an answer, that being
pledged to support the vetv law, he had determined
whichever candidate sent him a requisition, signed by the
largest majority of voters, should receive the presenta-
tion. One of the clergy went off, on hearing this, to the
“shinty” ground, where the parishioners were assembled
in great nuwbers at play, and gave a glass of whiskey to
each of those who would sign a petition in his own favour,
by which means he gained the election. I know of one
vote in a vacant parish having been gained over from the
opposite side for a pound of tea, and if a hundred votes
could be secured at the same price, supposing the tea cost
eight shillings a pound, it would require bu little arith-
metic to calculate how very cheaply a living in Seatland
might soon be purchased by bribery.—Miss Sinclair.

ENGLAND.

TO JOHN BULL.

Sir,—*“The Church,” is “the pillar and ground of
truth.” Falsehood and forgery are, severally opposite
manifestations to truth; and whatsoever is founded on
them, or professed to be founded on them, cannot be *‘ the
Church.” Bearing these things in mind, we request the
reader’s attention to the following statement of things
done in the Church in days gone by. The facts are well
known. The extract I take from Craig, Vol. 11, Tract
1, p. 12—14:—

“In Africa, Apiarius, a presbyter of Sicca, being con-
vieted of many crimes, was excommunicated by his own
Bishop, Urbanus. Pope Zosimus, not being satisfied with
justifying the appeal of Apiarius, without ever hearing
what was, or could be alleged against him, thought pro-
per, not only to restore Apiarius to the communion of the
Church, but also to his former rank; and to support these
measures, sent a solemn embassy into Africa, consisting
of Faustinus, Bishop of Potentia, in Picenum, with Phil-
lepus and Asselus, Presbyters of Rowme.

These legates were furnished with an official letter of
instructions from the Pope, which letter contained two
decrees, alleged to be decrees of the council of Nice; ac-
cording to which decrees or canons, the Africans were
bound to admit appeals to the Bishop of Rome. On the
reading of this letter, in the council assembled A. . 419,
consisting of two hundred and seventeen members, the
effect was electrical ; the African Bishops were astounded
at hearing two deerces vead, neither of which had ever
been heard of in their Church before, having never made
their appearance in their own catalogue of the canons of
Nice, which had been brought to them by (Cwecilianas)
who officiated in that council on the part of the African
Church.

However, the general council, composed of two hun-
dred and seventeen African Bishops, from the varions
| provinees, in which Aurelius, Bishop of Carthage, presi=




