uqo

THE CHRISTIAN MIROR, .

CORRESPONDENCGE,

THE CONVERSION OF THE JEWS.
Lerrer XXV,

SupJECT IN PIscUssioN : The GENFRAL Score
and Beanring, on the Question, of the Epistle
to the Romans.—No. 13 :—Analysis. Chap.
xi. 25, « Until the fulness of the Gentiles be
come in.”

To THE ED1ToR oF TR CHRIsTIAN MIRROR,

Sin,— Hitherto the Church of Christhas chiefly
cansisted of those ¢ who from among the Gentiles
haveturned to God.” And though her past his-
tory presen’s some vety cheering eras of honoured
standing, yet it must be confessed she has never
yet appeared with that aspect of complete purity,
unity, universality, and commanding influence
among the nations, which might reasonably be
expected to characierize ¢ the Church of the liv-
ing God, the ﬁn'llar and ground of the truth ;*’ and
with which the language of divine prophecy has
instructed us io expect. She shall yet be adorn-
ed and beautified.

When, as a nalion, the Jews refused to make a
fair and devout experiment of ¢ the Gospel of
Christ,” it was divincly transfeved to ¢ the Gen-
tiles ;> among whom it has almost exclusively
continued ever since. And well and abunduntly
has this second “house of Obed-Edom " been
blessed mnd recompensed for cherishing ¢ the ark
of the whole earth?”? Amongthem it has been
the instramental cause of the innumerahle advan-
tages, national and individual, which distinguish
the Christian from the pagan world ; and among
them, in all ages and netions, multitudes of tri-
umphant witnesses have been raised up, in proof
that the Gospel < is the power of God unto salva-
tion, to every one that believeth.”

The multitudinous evidence thus presented,
'before the opening eyes of the world, has,in
many happy cases, and by the grace «f God, tri-
umphantly vanquished the individual unbelict of
botg Jew and Gentile. But the Jews, as a nation,
have among them an inveteracy of unbelief,
which the hitherto imperfect christianisation of
Gentile nations has been {nadequate to remedy.
The clowing descriptions of Messiah’ teign,
which their prophets have given, have not yet
been fully realized in the evangelical adminatra-
tion of Christ upon earth. ‘to them, thercfore,
the Gospel is a moral problem - which requires a
greater ¢ fulness” of solution and demonstration,
to propitiste theit intercst and to secure their ac-
ceplance. - . .

And to the Church of Christ on earth, thereis
still reserved, and is rapidly approaching, a pro-
mised era of more glorious triumph and ascend-
ancy ¢ among the Genliles,” than the world has
ever yet beheld, That age will be distinguished
by a ¢ fulness > both of Gentile salvation and
Jewish conversion. The moral miracles of that
long-desired day, will becomeé the honoured
meang of finally subjugating ¢ all Israel* to the
righteous sceplre of «Tng TrRue Messran 1”?

It is thus we understand the ahove-quoted
words of St. Paul : ¢ Blindness in part hath hap-
pened unto Iarael, UNTIL, the FULNESS of
the Gentiles BE COME IN I» o

1t has been cosidered that the period-here de-
signated, will by no means be either of audden
occurtence or of brief conticuance. Nor will its
beneficial tendencies, as it regards the conveirion
of the Jewish nation, (it is thought,) lie reserved
to the completion of that period, As soon as thut
happy era shall commence, its happy influrnce
in the promotion of the convesion of Isracl shall
alro beg.n to be apparent, and this shall be one
of « the sigm‘ o} the times.” The two events
most signally co-working together, to the acce-
leration of each other’s maturity and full com-
pletion.

This felicitous petiod, as we learn from the
holy Scriptures, will be distinguished by a four-
fold prLeniTUDE, OF ¢ fulness of the Gentiles,”” A
plenitude of divine knowledge—of accession of
converts 10 Christ—of the experience of sancli-
fying grace—and of the excercise of upiversal
kindness and good will, !

" 1. A ruLngss, in the tide of DIvINE ENOW-
Lepge which shall thea flow amang all the pagan
nations of the world. In that respect, even in
this advinced day, ¢¢darkness” indeed covere!
& the carth, and gross darkness the people.” An

¢ how shall they believe in him of thors they - have
nol heard.” ]gut in the happler day, of ‘wkich
we now speak, there will be douhtless a very ex—
tensive circulation of the Holy Scriptures, in all
lands, and a considerably encreased number of
faithlul ministers making known ¢ among the
Gentiles, the unscarchable riches of Christ.®? In
the largest sense shall then the desire of the apos-
tle be accomplished, « that the preaching might
be full;/ known, and that all the Genliles might
hear’” 2 Tim.iv. 17, The things of God will
then hecome matter of universal interest, and
examination, and understanding. Then will there
bo a full and complete development and opening
out, to the eyes of « all the world,” of the divine
characler and government, and of the gospel de-
signs of God respecting mankind. Eph. i, 1-11,
The influences of the Holy Ghost will be more
plentifully poured out an the children of men and
S vHE EARTH shall be FuLL of the knowledge o
the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.’
Isa. xi. 9. Heb. ii. 9.

2. A s rFuLNkss,” inthe accession of ¢“gon-
vERTS,” from among the Gentile nations to the
faith of Christ. 7The inspired writers of tho Old
Testament speak of the mullitude of pagan con-
verts to the truth and grace of the gospel under
the forcible and magnificent metaphor of the ten-
dency of the waters to the ocean. Isa. ii. and
Micah iv. ¢ Aud people,”” and «all nations,
shall Frow unto® the ¢ exalted’ house of our re-
deeming Loid. 1lsa.)x. 5. ¢ The anuspance
or THK sxA shall be converted unto thee; the Fonces
of rux Genvines shall come unto thee.” Mal
1V ii. « From the rising of the sun, even to the
going down of the same, my name ihall be great
among the Genliles; and, IN CYERY PLACE, {ncense
shall be offered unto my name,and a pure affering.”
It will be admitted that these words cannot be
grammatically understood, but as signifyin¥ an
extensive and prevailing turning to God, from
among the Gentiles—sucHias THE WORLD HAS
NEVER VET BRI xL.D—such as ehall be infallibly
scen, because divinelv foretold —and such as m:[v
indeed well receive the appellation of «¢ fhe fui-
ness of the Gentiles.”

8. A ¢ fulness” of sanctifying grace shall then
distinguish the Gentile church of Chritt. The
grace of God is the only efficient cause of human
salvation. [t is thereby believing penitents are
freely justified through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, By the further excercise of his
grace, ¢ the very God of peace sanctifies wholl(,
those who through grace have believed.? 1Vot only
are iheir habits reformed, but their hearts ara 1e-
newed, Notonly are they regenerated and sancti
fied in part, but also cleansed and sanctified whol-
ly,when they ¢ follow on to kknow the Lord.”® Then
even the thonghts of their hearts are cleansed by
he inspiration of his Holy Spirit, so that they
rerfectly lnve God and worthily magnify his
ioly name. .

1t is to be regretted, that some who would be
offended were their piety tobe called in question,
decry and ridicule this SANCTIFYING GRAGH.
Neverlheless, it is a blessed truth of the Word of
Gad, that «the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin.”” lndividual instances
of this’ maturer and more elevated Christian
expetience, have often been raised up in the
church ¢ ta the praise and glory of God.’—
But the period is hastening on, when this
happy and wmost desirable moral sate shall
characterize the whole ¢ church militant here
on earth.” Speaking of that era, the prophet
Isaiah says, « My people shall be ALL RIGHTEOVS. >
chap.ix. 21, '

hen shall all the followers of Christ evince
theiractual enjoyment of & entire sanctification.”
ot ¢ perfect love,” both by a child-like simplicity
of verbal profession, and by th~ undeniable de-
monstration of uneguivocal practice. For this
St. Paul prayed in behalf of the Gentile church,
in his own day : ¢« that ye, being rooted and
grounded inlove, may be able to comprehend
with all saints what is the lengih, and breadth
and depth, and height, and to know the love of
Christ which passeth knowledge, that {e might
be FiLLED with all THE ruLnEss of God'!” Eph.
iii. 17-19. o

4: A ¢ fulness of universal kindness and good
will, will also be most evidently displayed by
the converted. « Gentiles’ of that generation.

(The natural state of pagan nations is as completly
the reverse of this as can be imafined, and ever

has beén ; and the christianity of too many. even
naw, among owselves,so far as these qualities of

character are concerned, is, alas, but too much
tinctured with the selfishness and malignity of
the heathén. Bat when “the Spirit” shall be
fully ¢ poured out from -on high,” then ¢ the
wilderness shall become a fruitful field.” The
lovel{ spiril of the God-of love shall be exhihited
by all the converted Gentiles. T'hen, in the ex-
pressive metaphor-phrases of the evangelica)
prophet, ¢¢ the wolf shall dwell with the lamb—
the sucking child shall play on the hole of the
asp—and they shall not BurT nor PEsTROY in all
my holy mountain. chap. xi.

This promised state of things is yet, in the ex-
ressive language of the 25th verse, 10 come 1x,
ertainly it has NotT ¥ET “come in’’ It hay

not YET ‘fladdened any age since it was foretold
nor could it have been reasonably expected, untif
some of its more immediate harbingers had made
their appearance. There is another nnimntinﬁ
instance of gro%l;w extending beyond s« 43 [P
The national «blindness*’ of the Jews will con-
tinge, ¢ uyntiL the fulness of the Gentiles ne
coMe N .

Such & change in the moral condition of the
Gentile world, will be gradual in its sroduclion.

Yet every praceding period will find the Gen~
tile church jin the most evident, delightful, and
encreasing degrees of advance towards this
evangelical paradise, Her *¢path shall shine
more and more unto the perfect day 1

"As the hlgpy period shall come on, the Jewish
Reople will bave become more and more corrected

y the providential discipline through which God
hath appointed them to pass. They will thus, by
vgrace divioe, be the better prepared to view,

and with immense moral advantage to themselves,
the coming of this long-promised ¢ fulness of the
Gentiles.” And this cannot but prove a mighty
source of aid to the ¢ heart’? of the Jew when
turning ¢¢to the Lord, the veil shall be taken
awa‘y;.”

These two great divisions of the human family
will thus he brought to excercise over each other,
and to a degree previously unknown, a most
marvellous influenee for good. Thus will ¢ the

Deliverer turn away ungodlincss from Jacob ;”
¢ And SO all IsRABY SHALL BE 8AVED.”

As we have humbly suggested, this will,in a
great measure, be the blessed result of ¢ the ful-
ness of the Gentiies,” even when that happy era
shall dawn, and before the entire world will have
been converted ta God. In the concluding labours
of the world’s moral harvest home, the converted
Jews will render the mo-t invaluable services.
Yen, *¢ what shall the receiving of them be but
life from the dead I?

I remain, dear Sir, yours,

AN HUMDBLE BELIRVER 1IN A MILLENRIUM YET TO
BE PRODUCED RY THE GOOPEL or Cunrist.

Near Lake Champlain, July 13, 1844,

FRIENDLY HINTS.

To love God with all thy heart, and thy neigh-
hour as thyself, are Divine commande, which
Ministers and people of all creeds are bound to
obey, being the sum of the Divine law.

To ohey these commands would not interfere
with religion or politics ; it requires no sacrifice of
time or money, ani the result would be most ex-
cellent, in every family, city and nation.

Another requirement of great importance is
found in the Bible; ¢ To be temperate in all
things,”” not indulzing too freely, bat using the
blessings which God affurds without abusing them.
Lest any should think strong drink is one of God’s
blessings, and may be used s such, 1 would say
with Sir Ashley Cooper, and many others, that
Ardont Spirits are evil Spirits.”? And Paul saith
¢« {ouch not, taste not, handle not.”?

Should al] yield ohedience to the above require-
ments, wars, and ciimes, with most of the evils
and sufferings in our world would cease, millions
of lives, and many hundreds of millions of pounds
would be raved for the relief of the poor, and for
the promotion of uselul knowledge.

Those who may be disroled to meet at the
‘Bethel on Sundays at 9 o’clock, A. M., and 4
o'clock,P. M., algo on Tuesday snd Friday even-
ing, at half—past 7 o’clock, will heat more on the
ahove fubjsc's, ’ .

That many may stlend, erpecially seamen, is

the prayer of
_ T, 0SGOOD.
Moatceal, July 10, 1844,




