142

N

 CANADIAN TLLUSTRATED NEWS.

X

plexity on the young man’s brow. At first he
had seemed inclined to laugh the whole matter
aside, but the gentle reasoning of - this small
person had & ghastly aspeet of seriousness about
it.

* Then his notion of my secking out the man
Smethurst and giving him 3 thmshing ; yon
weuld justify tbat, too 1" he eried. )

**No, not quite,”” she answered, with a bit.of
a smile. ** That is'a little absurd, I 'admit—it is
merely an ebullition of anger. He won’t think
any more of that'in a day or two, I am certain.
But the other—the other, | fear, is a fixed
idea.”

i.~\t this point we heard some oue calling out.
side: '

*Miss Mary; I have been searching for ve
everywhere ; are ye coming for a walk down to
the share 1"

Then a voice, apparently overhead at an open
window~-

“ All right, sir ; I will be downin a moment.”

Auvother second or two, and we hear some one
singing on the stair, with & fine air of bravado—

A strong sou-wester's bluwiog, Billy ; can't you hesr it
TOAT pow ¢

—the gay voice passes through the hall—
Lord bhelp ‘em, how I pitiea all ua—
—then the last phrase is heard outside—
—~folks on ghore now-——

Queen Titania darts to the open window of
the dining-room.

* Mary ! Mary !’ she calls. ¢ Come here.”

The next instant a pretty enough pieture is
framed by the lower half of the window, which
is open. The backgrouud is a blaze of scarlet
and vellow and green—-a mixture of sunlight
and red poppies and nasturtinms and glancing
fuchsia leaves. . Then this slight figure that has
np?eared is dark in shadow ; but there is a soft
retlizcted light from the front of the house, and
that just shows you the smile on Mary Avon's
face and the friendliness of her dark soft eyes.

*Oh, how do you do ¥’ she says, reaching in
her hand and shaking hands with him. There
iz not any timidity in her manner. No one has
twen whispering to her of the dark plots sur-
rounding her.

Nor was Mr. 3mith much embarrassed,
theugh he did pot show himself as grateful as a

young man might have done for so frank and
friendly a welcome.

1 scarcels thought yon wounld have remem-
bered me,” said he, modestly. But at this
moment Denny-mains interfered, and took the
veoung lady by the arm, and dragged her away.
‘We heard their retreating footsteps on the gravel
walk,

** 80 you remember her ¥’ says our hostess, to
break the awkward silence. :

““Oh, yes, well enough,” said he: and then
he goes on io say, stammeringly—** Of course, 1
—have nothing to say against her——"

*If you have,” it is here interposed, as a
wholesome warning, *‘you had better not men-
tion it here. Ten thousand hornets' nests would
be a fool compared to this house if you said any-
thing in it against Mary Avon.”

“ On the contrary,”” savs he, **1 suppose she
is a very nice girl indeed—very—1 suppose
there's no doubt of it. And if she has been
robbed like that, I am very sorry for her ; and 1
don’t wonder my uncle shounld be interested in
her, and concerned about her, and—and all

that's quite right. But it is too bad~—that one
should be expected to—to ask her to be one's
wife, and a sort of penalty hanging over your
head, too. Why, itis enough to set anybody
against the whole thing; I thought everybody
knew that you can’t get people to marry if you
drive them to it—except in France, 1 suppose,
where the whole business is arranged for you by
your relatives. This isn’t France; and 1 am
quite sure Miss Avon would consider herself
very unfairly treated if she thought she was
being made part and parcel of any such arrange-
ment. As for me—well, 1 am very grateful to
my uncle for his loog kindness to me; he has
been kindness itself to me ; and it is quite true,
as he £ays, that he has asked for nothing in re-
turn. ‘Well, what he asks now is just a trifle too
much. I won't sell myself for any property.
If he is really serious—if it is to be a compulsory
marriage like that—Denny-mains ¢an go, |
shall be able to earn my own living somehow."

There was a chord struck in this brief, hesi-
tating, bat emg)hatic speech that went straight
to bis torturers herrt,” A look of liking and
approval sprang to her eyes.. She would no
longer worry him. :

**Don’t you think,"” said she, gently, ‘¢ that
you are taking the matter too seriously 1- Your
uncle docs not wish to force you intoa marriage
against. your will; he knows nothing about
Adelphi melodramas.” “What he asks s simple

" and natural enough. He is, as you see, very
fond of Mary Avon ; he would like to see her

_well provided for ; he would like-to see you
settled and established ‘at Denny-mains. . But
he does not ask theimpossible. - If she does not
agree, neither he nor'you can helr it. = Don’t
you think it would be a very simple matter for
you to remain with us for a time, pay her some
ordiuary friendly attention, and then show your
uncle that-the arrangement he would like does
‘1ot recommend itselFto either you or her? - He
asks no more -than that ;. it is not much of a
sacrifice.” S

" 'There was no stammering about this lady’s
exposition of the case. Her head is not very
Lig, but.its perceptive powers are remarkable, -

,ﬁ‘hen the young man’s face brightened eon-
‘giderably. - . o
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* Well," said he, ** that would be more sen-
sible, surely. {f you take away the threat, and
the compulsion, and all that, there can be no
harm in my being vivil to a girl, especially
when she is, I am sure, just the sort of girl nne
ought to be civil to.- I 'am sure she has plenty
of commen sense——" ’ R

It is here suggested once more that, in this
house, negative praise of Mary Avon is likely
to awake slumbering lions.

“Oh, 1 have no doubt,” says he, readily,
* that she is a very nice girl, indeed.- One would
not have to pretend to be civil to some creature
stuffed with affectation, or a ghoul. I don’t
object to that at all. If my uncle thinks that
enough, very well, And1am quite sure that
a girl you think so much of would have more
self-respect than to expect anybody to go and
make Jove to her in the country bumpkin
style.”

Artful again ; but it was a bad shot. There
was just a little asperity in Madame's wanner
when she said—

1 beg you not to forget that Mary does not
wish to be made love to by anybody. She is
quite content as she is. Perhaps she has quite
other views, which you wonld not regret, 1 am
sure. But don't imagine that she is looking
for a.husbund ; or that a husband is necessary
for her ; or that she won't find friends to look
after her. It is your interests we are con-
sidering, not hers.”

Was the snubbing suficient ?

“Oh, of course, of course,” said he, quite
humbly. *‘ But, then, you know, 1 was only
thinking that—that—if I am togo in and make
believe abwout being civil to your young lady
friend, in order to please my uncle, too much
should not be expected. It isn't a very nice
thing—at least, for you it may be very nice—to
look on at a comedy—-"

‘“ And is it go very hard to becivil to a girl ¥
says his monitress, sharply.  “‘Mary will not
surprise you with the shock of her gratitude.
She might have been married ere now if she had
chosen.”

““ She—isn't quite a school girl, you kuoow,”
he says, timidly.

‘1 was not aware that men preferred to marry
school-girls,” says the other, with a gathering
muajesty of demeanour.

Here a humble witness of this interview has
once more to interpose to save this daring young
men from a thunderbolt.  Will he not under-
stand that the remotest and most roundabout
retlection on Mary Avon is in this house the un-
pardonable sin ?

“Well,” said he, fravkly, “it is exceedingly
kind of you to sh.ow me how I am to get out of
this troublesoine affair; and 1 am afraid I must
lzave it to you to convinee my uncle that 1 have
done suflicient. And it is very kind of you to
ask me to go yachting with you; I hope | shall
not be in the way., And-—and—there is ne
reason at all why Miss Avon and | should not
become. very good friends—in fact, 1 hope we
shall become such good friends that my uncle
will see we could not be anything else.””

Could anything be fairer than this! His sub-
mission quite conquered his hostess.  She suid
she would show him some of Mary Aven's
sketches in oil, and led bim away for that pur-
pose. 'His wurm admiration confirmed her gond
opinien of him; henceforth he had nothing to
fesr.

At dinner that evening he was at first a little
shy ; perhaps he had a suspicior that there were
present one or two spectators of a certain comedy
which he had to play all by himself.  Buat, in-
deed, our eyes am& ears were not for him alone,
Miss Avon was delighting the Laird with stories
of the suggestions she had got about her pictures
from the people who had seen them—even from
the people who had bought them—in Loudon.

‘“And you &now,” said she, quite frankly,
 Lmust study popular taste as much as | fairly
can now, for I have tolive by it.  If people wiil
have sea-pieces spoiled by having figures put in,
{ must pat infigures. By aond by 1 may be in
a position to do my own work in my own way.”

The Laird glanced at his nephew ; was it not
for him to emancipate this great and original
artist from the fear of critics, and dealers, and
purchasers ? There was no response.

‘1 mean to be in  London scon myself,” the
Laird said, abruptly ; ““ ye must tell me where
I can see some of your pictures,"

** Oh, no,” she said langhing, ‘1 shall not
victimize ‘my friends.. | mean to prey on-the
public—if possible. Tt is Mr. White, in King
street, St. James's, however, who has taken
most of my pictures hitherto; and: so if you
know of anvbody who would. like to acquire
immortal works for'a few guineas apicce, that'is
the address.” g :

’

the western skios, a cool wind coming ap from
the sea—he said casually to his uncle—

s Well, sir, whatever trouble that young lady
may have goue . through has uot crushed her
spirits yet,  She is as merry as a lark.”

«“She -has more than cheerfuluess—ghe has
courage,” said the Laird, altmost severaly. ¢ Obh,
ay ; plenty of courage. And 1 have na doubt
she could fight the world for hemsell just as well
a¢ any man -1 know. . But 1 mean to makeit my
business that she shall ‘not have to fight the
world for herself-——=not so long as there is a stick
standing on Denny-mains ¢

{ To be continued, )

HUMOROUS.

Max alone can whistle.  Thank goodness.

Tnr druggist who advertised **Eau de Cologue
water” prided himself on his French.

“TARE care,’’ says au exchange., Well, take
it in smalidoses, if yon must.

Tur penalty of success is to be bored by the
attentions of people wha nsed to snnl you.

Tur Rome Sentincl says that an . alligator
langhs when it hears that baauty {s only skin desp.

Tiw old masters abroad must be kept very
buay supplying shoddy Americans with palotings.

Tug rolling stone gathers no mass, Lut it
gathers the fellow that rides a bieyale every tna,

OxE thousand American ministers are in
Europe getting ready (o open their sermons by temark-
ing, " When 1 was in—."

A seasipE residence " s the latest phrase
invented to describe n two-roomed hut within sight of
the ccean.

Tur moeon, like same men, is the brightest
when itis fail ) but, like them again, it svor beging 1o
lose ita lastre,

Prorgreton : ** If you boys don’t clear out
Ul enll tha! offeer and bave you takea o Bay:
* That's where you'u be taken tu @ that policoman’s my
dad, heis”

Raxsas school-teacher : ** Where Jdoes our
graio go o 17 c ot the hopper.”  * What hopper t’
' Grasshopper ! triumphoutly shouted a acholar,

Tue bell-boys of a hotel are all nawmed
" Froot.”  The clerks verer eall them by any other
antne. They are called Front because when sent out it
is sever knowu whea they will be back.

Soye one who isengaged npon s new ** Elegy
in & Churchyard " sete out with the statemeut that a
tombatone with astngle cucumber vagraved upon it is
oftenthnes more expenaive than one carved iwith ten
thoosand lines of obituary postry.

At a New Fagland Summer resort : “Waiter,”
callel a guest, ip imperious tone, ' The gentieman will
be here in 8 moment,” replied the head mao, who wore
aye-glasses and had the air of a prafessar.

~AN old Scotchman attributes the disappearance
of ghoste from the Scottish moors 1o the enstom 0! tea.
drieking at socinl meetings. [t requires Seateh whisky
on thetop of old ale 10 enusble A man 16 see & ghont really
worth talking atont.

WaaT a pity that a big heart is so often vom.
pelled 10 keep company with & small jacome ! Rather,
what a pity that & big incume le' a0 often compelind to
ke2ep towpany with a small heart.

*Ir you are a guiet, honest citizen, how did
these sketeton Xays and brass kauckies happen o be in
your eoat pockats I'' ¢ Ireckon. judge, me and the
policenan must have changed cuats i the scufe. We
were very much excited.”

Manx Twary, spenking of a new mosquite
nettiug, writes: ' The day is coming when we sial)
#it unnder aur sets is choreh and shumber peacefully,
while the disrowmfited dins club together and take it cut
of the minister’

Wiiv is it that whisky straight will make a
man walk crovked 1 Why i it? Why. it fa bacause you
drink it. - Did you pever think of that ' You ieave the
whisky in the jug aod It will nat make you walk crouked

TuE last piece of mstic luziness encountered
by tutwml-wwo correspocdents is that of the man who.
being asked what ailedd his eye. noswered ™ Nothin'; 1
shat it ez I can ses well #uongb with oue.  Sometimew
I shut ooe, sotnetimes other,””

Joxgs loves to croon over his army exploits,
The otber evening he was telling to the boys B © mos.
ing accident,” of which, us usanal, he wias the central
figure. Hehad got as far san " ’The oight wae piichy
dark, and evergthiog was still us death | we were gottiog
uearer to the rebel picket post; wers just rendy to make
A ruah on o them, when somebody's rifle went off | that
told the tale’"~=when he was unteelingly interrupted by
Smith, who supposed ** of courae it must bave heen a re.
peatiog rifle that canld tell a tale.”

OUR CHESS COLUMN.

Solutions to Problems sent in by Correspondents
will be duly acknowledgrd. i :

' TO CORRESPONDENTS.

J. W. 8., Moptreal.—FPapers teceivad. Thanke.
H |, Otawa.«=Letter received. Thanke,

“1 am going to London myself soon,"’ said
he, with a serious air, as if he had suddenly de.
termined on buying the National Gallery.

Then Howard Simith, perceiving that no one
was watching him, or expecting impossibilities
of ‘him, became quite cheerful and talkative;
and told some excellent stories of his experiences
at various shooting quarters the previous winter.
Light-hearted, goor?dxatured, airly humorons,
he talked very well indeed, 'We gathered that
during the last months of the year the shooting
of pheasants occupied 2 good deal more of his
time and attention than the study of law.  And
how could one wonder that so pleasant-mannered
a young man was a welcome guest at those
various country-houses in the south ! S
- But it ap{mnred'thnt, despite all this careless
talk, he had been keeping an’eye on Mary. Avon
during dinner.. Walking down . to the yacht,
afterwards —the blood-res_ ‘

E.D.W., Sherbrooke, I".Q.~Solntion received of Pro.
blem No. 268.. Correct, ' '

E. 11.; Montreal.~Correct solutivn recelved of I'roblem
for Young Players, No. 287, ‘

‘The Brunawick (hews Congreas terminated on the
25th of July lnst. - la the taurney, 1. Paulnen took the
firat prize,” Riemdun the aecond. prire, and there worn
turea ties for the third and fourth prizes between
Minekwitz, Schwarz and Wammers,

Mr, Bird, who futended to play in the T'ourmey, was
excluded owing, it i stated, to f.u baing tnte.. Thers
was ulso, some mistnke in conneation  with n telegram
which hie sent to the committes. e protesta, bowever,
againet the decision which preventad bim from taking
partin the anutest, : -

Mr. Blackburoe and  Mr. Mason decided not to

enter
thelr uameas s conteatunts, .

Mr. Shaw, the Cooduotor of the Jute Daomninlon Chess
Correapondence Tourney, has had the sathafncting of
learning from. sovarnl sourcss that he was very success.
fil in his enterprise, owing in 8 groat moasare to bin
care and sttention 1o his selfl-imponed Iabours, His most

-not"quite gone from

sanguine #xpectations,” however, would natl have led

S

tm to imagine that vne ol Lls own games v the Tour.
niy would ba made the sublect o! A ohess jroem jo which
his akill as a pinyer, and his ability as a Chosas Tourney
Conduotor wonld be recited {n strains  smbodying »
taree nmonnt of approbution and praise.

Mr. Murphy of Quebeg, in recounting in. verss tha
moves of his gawe with dMr. Shaw has ’nccessfully
effected s very ditioult work, aa the dry and usyielding
precidon of chass bosrd mpumuvrés wllows little ar
nothing for the play of the imngination, und thersfire wo
henetily cougratalate hita oo the way in which ke hxs
acenmplished his abour of love. :

Altogether tho performance ir very oraditable ts him
and noother avitence of the interest whick cliess in jro.
duelng iv Caonda.

The second Peoblem 'Tourney of the Huddersiicid
College Magazine is finished, and Mr. J, "H. Finlinen,
Huddersfield, hua obtaioed the - first prize for the best
wef. ‘Phe prize for best two moves bas been nwunied o
Mr. I Q. Nix, Tennessee, Mr. Finlinson takes the prive
for beat four moves, and the prize for the nomt beautita!
problem of the Tourney Is woa by M. Emile Pradiguat
Lusignao. :

The Clirge Primer, lately published fu London, iFug i
by Mr. W. Caok, the author of the Synopsis uf Chess
Openings, scema trom all accounts to bo well wanhy of
recomnmendation to beginners, It is said to contate much
that is importunt for tbe learner to know of geoergl
prinsiples, and of the apeninge. i

Itappenrs to be jast the work which is wanted iy
many who have applied to as fur the orme of a gowd and
chenp elmmentary chess book. The price is unly one
shilling sterling.

PROBLEM No, 241,
By W. H, Butler, of Brighton.
BLACK,

n
|

WHITE.

White to piay and mate in two moves.

GAME 4211.

Played in the Winshalen Tuouraey betwenn Myecars
Bind and Sehallopp,
(Irregular Opexning.)

White.~{Mr. Rird.} Black. —(Mr. Schntiop.

1.PwwK B3 . Pte KD

DL EKItoKB3 2 Ktwn KB
L Pw K3 A BeKve

4. P Q Kt 2 4. Cantlos

Ao BtoQ K2 5 Pin QK3
6. PaQ Ry G Bta QK2
7. BwQ3 TORtw Qo
B Castlen #PWQa
Kt QR YooKt QR s
0. Bta K @ 10, B K &

Pi0Q.i
2QwQ2

1L Ro K Kt3
12, PloQ n4

13 htio K | 4 12, Kt QU

14, Ki takes B R OP takes R
. PoeQB3 MKt QB
16 Kito QU g 16 RitnQ R4
17 RwQH3 17, PuQt

17 PwQ K14 QB taken 1P
W QB tukea P e Kttt Q K2

W, Kite Q 4
Rt QRY
L PwQ Ky S

AL Ko QB ey
2. Pre it
9L Bl kel

2% QtaQ wy L Bra Q114

2 K Rag o4 B otakes Kt

S50 B takes B ¢ h Kt

25 Bt K Kt4 Vo Qrta K R’

7. P to K Kt 9. QK RE

W PwKRY M, Kt ta K B
25, I taken Kt 0. Kt P otakes P
3. Pla R Kt ¢ 3 Q takes 1T P ock)
J. RwKRE It Q takes K Kt 1
2 Qo Koy PR BY

3L HRtoK R4 A R pd

3. K takes Q 34, RiakesQ

A5, takes Kt P (o) A5 K tken R

ML Rwakes B 3R o K R 2 ek

And after many moves Biack won the game hy means
Qf hsis extra pavwn,

NOTES.

Capt. Mackenzin points out in the New. York [fleral?
of 10th August, from whinh we take the eare of thix
game, that Mr, Bled played Q to K B 2 instead of K v K
H 4 on bis thirty-third maove. 1ln wust have won witl
comparative ense, for Biack cannot eseaje the fatal ot -
sequences of Whita's subsequent move~R to K Kt sl

HOLUTIONS,
Solution of P'roblem No, 2R,
White, Binck.
1. Qo RE 1. Ktte Q&

2 Rtakes K2 P

2, Any move
3. Matea aoeordingly.

Solution of Proliem for Young Players No 257
WilTe. BLACK.
1, Rtto K7 . 1.Q ta K ag (best)
2 Ntaken R P (oh) 2, K takes 1

3 R0 K Wagieh) 9 Q corvers feh)
4R takes Q@ snnte )

“PROBLEM FOR YOUNG PLAYERS, No. 5%,

White, Hinck.
KntKQ KatQi
RatKe R at Q #q
BatQne Pawns nt K 4,
Kt atQ B¢ KBI QR2,

Pawnsat K R4,
KRBJ KKt
QB3I and Q Kt 3

and Q B

- White 1o piay and male in tsvo moves,




