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THE NORMAL LIGHT.

PRACTICAL REFORMS.

A practical parent objects to the
silliness of our nursery rhylms, for the
reason that the doggerel is rendered !
pernicious by the absence of a practical ;
moral purpose, and is inrroducing 1
infants to the realities of life through '
an utterly erroncous medium.  ‘They
are taught to believe in a world peopled
by Little Bo Peeps and Goosey, Goosey
Gander, instead of in a world of New

—— e

‘\nd the 1mport'm<:(, of securing a f
good parli, of rejecting ineligible can-
didates, and of wodifying flirtations {
by a strict regard to the future, might |
be lmprt.ssul upon the female mind at |
an early age in the following moral : [
Little Miss Muffit
Sat at a buffet, i

[iating a boubon sucre ; |
A younger son spied her
And cdged up beside her, f

But she properly frowned hity away. !
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ferred, ete. It is proposed, therefore,
1o accommodate the teaching of the
nursery to the reqairements of the age,
ta invest children’s rhymes with a
moral purpose,  Instead, for example,
of the blind wonderment as to the
nature of astronomical bodies incul-
cated m thot feeble poem commencing,
““Pwinkie, twinkle, little star,” let the
child be indoctrinated into the recent
investigations of science. Thus:

Wrinkles, wrinkles, solar star,

I ohtain of what you are,

\When unto the noonday sky
1 the spectroscope apply ; ]
|

For the spectrum renders clear
Gaps within your photusphere,
Also sodium in the bar

Which your rays yield, solar star.

Then, again, there is the gastro-
nowic career of Little Jack Horner,
which inculcates gluttony. It is prac-
ticable that this fictitious hero should
familiarize the child with the principles i
of the Delectus :

Studious John Horner,
Of Latin no scorner,

In the second declension did spy
How nouns there are some
Which, ending in wm,

Do nof make therr plural in 4

The episude of Jack and Jill is
valueless as an educational medium.
But 1t might be made to illustrate the
arguments of a certain school of poli-
tical economists :

Jack and Jill
Have studied Milj,
And all that sage has taught too.
Now both promote
Iill's claim to vote,

As every good girl ought to.

Even the pleasures of life have thei
dutics, and the child needs to be 1n-
structed in the polite rclaxation of
society, The unmeaning jingle of
“ Hey diddle diddle,” might be in-
vested with some utility of a social kind:
I did an idyl on Joachin’s fiddle,

At a classical soiree of June,

While jolly dogs laughed at themes -
from Spohr, ‘

And longed for a popular tune.
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sorry to record the first break |
in our ranks this term by the death of |
one of our number. ‘The following |
resolutions will be self-explanatory : |
{Vhereas, ‘The students of the Pro- |
vincial Normal school have heard with |
deep regret of the death of our beloved )
fellow-student, Maude V. McLean,
therefore
Resolved, ‘That we extend our sincere
and heart-felt sympathy to her bereaved !
parents and fricnds; and |
<wrther Resolved, ‘That copies of
this resolution be forwarded to her
parents, and to the press for publica-
tion.
(Signed on behalf of the school). |
HarMia WiLLis,
Mary 1. TrENHOLM,
EmMa J. Dunphy,
Orissa E. CoLg,
Epna M. Grecory,
F'ton, May 8, 1891.
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The pedestrian excursions, with the
science instructor, on some of . hese
fine spring mornings, form a pleasing
feawre of the natural science lessons,
One class goes at a time; and plant
life, bird life, the rocks, and the soil
are carefully noticed These outings
are profitable both intellectually and
physically. We are sure the students
untte with us in thanking Mr. Brittain
for his efforts to make the walks instruc-
tive,
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DIRECTLY OPP. NORMAL SCROOL.
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?‘Z‘“@ESIRE to teach the
|
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| Studenis that their Store
and Warehouses are full
"of o Magnificent S’rocli of
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tand the other F’ixings o

iSupply any of their order
going into Matrimony.
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F RED. B. EDGECOMBE
Eadb-trh -t

D o - Wil gve o eack
Nornial  School Student  a prdn'
little
Worx Box, .
orn a Hawokerchier,
or Cottar Box

O their Pruschasing Goods $
- fo tke Amonntof o 4.00

This will be an easy thing to do, as
our stock of
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STAPLE AND FANCY
DRY GOODS
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Linported this Season it simply inimense,
embracing crerything that the most
Jastidions taste could desire.

FrReo. B. EDGECOMBE.
C. P. R, TioueT AT,




