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The State of Towa las just fallen into
Iy 1a granting the full nght of suf-
frage t> women, A 1l to that cfivct has
just passd and will svon becowo law. In
Masichusetts, un the other hand, o Bill
beforo the State Lugnslature granting
muutetpal suffrage to womeny was defeat-
cd one day last week.,  Women are moro
seateo in the West than in the Last, and,
judging by the status of the sutfraye ques-
tion, they are more appreciated.

Tho clectric light is being introduced
in churches.  In Mentroal threoof the
Preshyterian churcheshavenow tho neces-
sary apparatug, and others will probably
goon follow suit.  Several  Canadian
steamers will ulso be lighted in tho same
way roon. The railway cars ought to
havo their turn next.  As it is, vur cars
aro «ll badly lighted, and the principal
exeuso s that coal oil 1s such & danger-
ous explosive, it must bo sparingly uged.
Let us have some liberal things in thoe way
of clectrie light, and nigl. passengers
will e a gool deal more content than
they now wre.

The probabilities aro that the Grand
Trank will get through its Bill at Ottawa
which it climsis necessary in order to
raise the necissary funds to build the
double track from this city to Montreal.
A good many business men who have no
very kindly focling, gencrally, towards
the Grand Trunk, do net care to sce any
oppositivn toa Bill for its ben-fit as lovg
as the sccond track is likely to como out
of it. Itis a'rolicf to know that no do-
mand for a Governmoatloan is to be mado
asa condition of its speedy completion.
Tho busiucss interests of the country
have suffered greatly for years for want
of the doublo trach and cven tho passen-
yor trafli ~has been seriously Incommoded.
) bung as tho rvad had a practical mon
opoly of all the railway traflic botween
cur two great commercial centres, nothing
was dope  Now, however, things aro
different. Tho opening of tho now road
Detween this and Ottawa in a fow weeks
will give a second route to Montreal ard
the Grand Trunk cannot thereforo afford
to iznore the public demand any longer.
The doubloe track has been so many times
promiscd that few will now really oxpect
it unti! the work is well undor way. The
chances aro that a good deal of work will
bo done this year. It will bo cheerful
news both to the laboring classes and the
commercial mon.

Another of the dynamito scares at Ot-
tawa has just been expleded.  Last year
there was a scaro, and apecial detectives
werd sent down from Toronte to assist the
local autheritics in ferreting out tho caso.
The ramour was that Feniaus wero plot-
ting agaiast the life or liberty of Lord
Ly, avd that shots had been fired at
pelice in the vicinity of tho Governor-
General's residence.  On enquiry it turn-
clout that some huntershad been sucot-
ing muskmts along the river bank near
the grounds, and all tho rest of tho cx-
citeinent was built up on that slender
foumdation. A fow days ago thero were
wild rumours of a dynamito plot io blow
up tho Parliament buildings, or some-
thing about 23 wicked and desperato os
that, and it was assorted that tho apeaker

of tho Tlouso and his  family left their
quarters, in the building, soas to ho out
of danger's way., Extia guards wero xe
portedto have been put on in order to
avert any such calamity. It is now stated
that sumo snesk thioves wero eusposted
of having dishonest intontions in regard
to the caps and canes of tho membors in
the corridors, and some detectives woro
on tho watch for them. If *‘scares can
bo got up so casily as all this, thereis no
wondor that sensational mongers—mon
who turn many a ponny out of tho busi-
negs--do not fail to keep the rmmours in
freo circulation. Tho wonderis if many
of tho other dynamite plotsiwo read about
havo no greater foundation in fact. Pos-
sibly tho “enterprise” and the imagina-
tion of the nowspaper roporters have a
good doal to do with theso silly attompts
at exciting nows. Hereafter, Otlawa
nows of that kind had better bo taken
with a grain of salt.

The respective party leaders and their
organs are now using all their energies
and ingenuity in connection with the
*‘Conspiracy casc.” Tho Grits aro ovi-
dently making all tl s political capital pos-
siblo ous of the business, and little wonder,
for had tho conspiracy succecded tho Grit
party would have becn driven at once
from place aud power in Ontario. Tho
leading Torics, on the other hand, are
doing their best to show that the basest
and meanest of all men in this baso trans-
action are tho mon who got the present
victims in tho trap. The Mail actually
go:s so far as to try and convince tho
public that they aro tho only blamoworthy
men in the wholo business. Trurn has
been looking protty carcfully through tho
olitorial columnsg of the great organ and
it cannot discovor any blame imputed to
any one olso. The Tclegram very niscly
romarks: ‘‘It duea not scem to truuble
cither party very much what amount of
disgrace is brought upon the country by
this cross firing and mud throwing.  No
such blow has boen struck at the public
lifo of our country sinco the days of the
Pacific Scandal. Tho truth isthat party
politics have fallen to a very low
ebb, both in provincial affairs and in Do-
minion. What between tho govornments
bribing constituencies, candidates bribing
clectors, aiid clectors bribing ropresenta-
tives, thoro is not much inducemont for
clean handed peoplo to adopk politics as a
pursuit.”

The Qrange Incorporation Bill is dead
again. Tho majorily against the Bill at
Ottawa on tho second reading was a very
dcecisive one—so much 8o as to dispel any
hopo thoro may have boen of abtaining any
such measure from tho present Parlia.
ment. The Reformers of Ontario and tho
Roman Catholics of Quebee, and tho few
from tho other provinees were united in
vaoting against tho Bill. Tho Orangemen
need not have expeeted muchelse.  Thoy
cannot expect much, if any, support from
tho men they never, or “hardly over,”
support themselves.  Tho Orango associa-
tion is now well understoed to have n
political and religlous charactor. Politi-
eally, in Ontario, at least, tho influenco of
tho Organization, as 3 whole, is in opposi-
tion to tho Reform patty, and they are

repoid by opposition. Religlously the
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Oraugemen aro opposed to tho Roman
Cathelics, and they got back oppositien
from that quarter. *“Voto for vote” is
tho provailing mutte in political life, aud
tho Orangemon arv 1 o position to sco
how this works as fow others aro. Iow-
over, these Incorporation Bill dofeats are
not a death blow to tho Ordor any way,
It has lived and thrived many years in
© .ada without any apecial Act of its own,
and it can, no doubt, survive a good many
similar defeats.  Somo of tho memboers
may wisely comsider tho whele situation,
however, and just how the present state
of things lag been brought about.

Ontario atill appears to bo considered
vory favorably by cmigrants.  Accordiug
to tho Provincial returns, just published,
thero were between four and five thous-
and moro cmigrants sottled in this 1’ro-
vinco last year than durving tho year pro-
vious. Tho exact number reported by the
various local immigration agencies last
year was 27,119, and besides this 13,378
more men reported by the customs au-
thorities, swelling the total numbor up to
forty thousand. It is not at all probable
that all of these continued Lo remain in
Ontario, but the uctual increago to our
population from that sourso was consider-
able. In regard to the nationality of the
new comers 11,954 wero English, §,993
Irish, and enly 2,658 were Scotchy while
the Germans counted at 1,384,  Itis ovi-
dent that Canada is nué getting anything
like its shave of Germans ; they appear to
flow towards tho Westcrn States. Either
Scotland is sending out but few emigrants
or the most of them aro'not wiso in ovor-
looking the adGvantages of Ontario. The
Scotch immigrants of other days are now
ameng thomostsuccessfuland contented of
our populativn. One greatreasun why the
Scouteli are nut coning so freely asformer
1y undoubtedly isthat theratoof wages for
agnicultural laboress is abuut as goud in
Scotland as hore, and the available unes
aro largely of that class.

Tho Freo Trade party are beginning
to make their induenco strongly felt in
the United States, but whether they will
yet succced or not, is very problematical.
Tho Demoerats arc supposed to bo freo
traders, though many ¢’ its leading
spirits take pains to dony their adho-
sion, and the success of that party would
bring about many.nweeping changes in
the present tariff system. Tho Demo-
crat parly is now strong, and it need not
oxcito much surprise if it carries the
Presidential election this year.  Itis woll
known that tho clection of Mr. Carlisle
ag Speakor of the Houso of Representa-
tives at Washiugton this year was a de-
foat for tho Protection party. That gen-
tioman is a shrewd and ablo politican,
howover, and in view of the many trado
interests at stako in connection with tho
protectivo tariff, hio deoms it best te
“ynake haste slawly” in the difection
of freo trade. IHo attended the annual
dinner of tho New York Freo Trade
Club a fow days, and in his spcoch ho
spoko strongly of the advantages of the
ultimate remeval from trade of all ro-
strictions. He remarked, howover, quito
significantly, that ** it might not bo wiso
to chango suddenly from a bad policy to o
good cha,”  Hinargument s that import.

ant trade interests have grown up under
the present protective aystem and it would
be disustrous to semo of thom at least, to
chauge suldonly, 1lle would thereforo
go for ¢ reformation, not rovolution.”
OFf courzo this was a carefully considered
utteranco in view of tho pending clec-
tiong, and it may mean very much or very
Jittlo.

A reciprocity treaty is Leing now com-
pleted between tho United States and
Mexico, which it is supposed will be of
advantago to both countrics. It inclades
a Jargo number of manufactured artictes
ug woll as tho national preducts of the
soil. In viow of tho willingness to go in-
to such a treaty as that, the New York
Heradld again urzges a Canadian recipro
city treaty. On all hands it appears
freely admitted that somo such treaty
would oo very desirable, but just how
far it should go, is tho great difliculty.
Yory fow are agreed, as things now
stand, to go in for unlimiled freo trdo
between tho two countries,  That woeuld
seem almost impossible unless duties wero
thrown off on imports from England, tov,
and indeed from all countrics. Reeipro-
city in regard to agricultural products
only would meet with general approval
here, but might not meet thoe views of our
neoighbors as well. It now looks a3 though
coal, salt, and lumber Will soon be placed
on the free list, and that will be much to
our advantage.

It may soon come that people who have
special regard for their health and the
purity of the foud thoy cat will have to
leave the Jargo cities and go to the coun-
try. Adulterations in food are becoming
so general, and men aro becoming o ox-
pert at the business, that no one kuows
what ho 18 consuming unleas 1t happeus to
havo been produced before Ins own cyes.
A Commtteo of the New York Stato
Senate have been makwg somo  pretly
extensive cnquuries 10 regard to food
adulterationg, and the facts brought to
light will tend to seriously disturb the
peaco of mind—or peaco of stomach—of
many people.  Bogus butter, in the form
of butterine, or olosmargarine, 13 beiug so
skillfully made, that cven experts are
puzzled.  Some of it appears to have
beon manufactured from ranad grease,
at ond time offensivo to tho smell, but
Dr. Love, a skilled chemust, testified
that it was possible to so deodorizo such
material and so manipulato it, that he
could not swear to the ditferenco between
it and honest butter. Cheese is also bring
manufactured, it seems, almost entirely
of lard, and the articlo is none of the bes
at that, Evidence was given that somo of
tho Jard was prepared for ¢ cheeso ™ pur-
poscs av such a low heat as not to destrey
any unhealthy germs or other substances
it might at the time contain.

Tho nowest and worst revelation, how-
over, is in regard to beof. It appearsthat
much of tho good healthy beef fur-
warded from Chicago was temporarily
preserved, not by honest salt, but by tho
rubbing on of como y.xeparcd chemicals not
at all wholesomo in themzelves, and these
aro said to be vory injurieus to the health.
What uncomfortablo rovelations aro to
como next ¥ Xt wonid bo better for tho

penss of mind of & good many if such come
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