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MEN,, WOMEN, AND THINOS IN CENERAL.

IlHear botb sides," is sound advice, and orn this principle 1 ask atten-
tion to the recent utterances of two men who happen just now tu enjoy a
good deail of social prominence. Mr. Ross WVinans, a citizen of the United

tates, having become very wealthy, detcrmined t0 enjIoy the life of an
aristocrat in Scotland, and t0 this end lcased a large estate near Kintail.
Sheep-farming is the sMaple industry of that picturesque locality, and one of
the crofters named McRae, persistcd in pasturing his pet Iamb in Mr. Winans'
deer forcst. To this the millionaire objected, and hc took stcps to prevent
the obstinate crofter fromn cxcrcising this privilcge. The decision of thc
Court wvas against hlm, howevcr, and hc lbad sone thousands of dollars of
costs 10 pay. Here is his version of the matter to an interviewer:

«'If you will aflow nie I will statc the damnage thé pet Ianib lias donc. 1 took
Kintail with thé righit to use it cither as a dccr forcst or te kcceP alcp upon st. 1
intcndcd to ti>c it ns a deer fore3t. This i3 the i.rst case Ïhat lia> an,ýcn tîpon the
anatter, and 1 want te settle thé question and nip it iii thei bud. If 1 gct One Po
lamb, I may lia% c a Luadreid, but %%itliotit thé pet lanal. the cvttcrs would do a cer-
tain ainount of harrn. What I desire is te gct rIid af thé cottages and their inhabi.
taUtS. 1 31han't, lcave a btanc uuturned untit I gcî rid of theim."

Mr. joseph Chamberlain, a promincnt niember Of Mr. Gladstone's
Govcrnmcnt, and rcognized leadur of the advanced Liberals, iii a public
addrcss a fcw days ago, made use of tbe followixg language:

11Wlhat arc thé rights of propcrty' ? 1it a riglit of property tviici peurmitB a
foreigii speculator ta corné ta this country and lay .vaste 200 miles of tcrritory iii
Scotlantl for thé gratification of his loe of sport, eind te chase frorn thé1 lnd13 whlch
théir fathers tilicci long beforé tItis intruiler wvas eer henrd of, thé %wrcîchcd pcasants
who werc etneictcdl of thé crime of kcépimîg a pet Lunmb ivithin the sacrid prccincts of a
deer forcsî !"

A few vears-scarcely mnrr than a fcw nonths ago such language
would have startlcd the whole civilized world, and shocked the greater part
of it ; fl0w it is listcned to without excitement of any kind cvcn when the

speaker is a prominent adviser of the Qucen of England. So rapidly does
public opinion move in these latter days on social questions. Mr. Chain-
beriain, it need hardly be added, wvas very sevcre on the gaine laws, wvhich
protect the rich in amusements carried even to barbaroubexcess, and send
to jail Ilmen wlîo are made criminals by this legisiation îhoughi they have
committed no moral offence."'

Coming to this side of the Atlantic we Iind the United States Con-
gress engaged ir considering the expediency of enacting a lawv tu prevent
English lords and capitahists fromn acquiring large tracts of land as a ineans
o! investing their capital, and the feeling in favour of imipcsing a similar
restriction in Canada is rapidly growing. The policy of kcepang the land
for the tiller of the soil, and withdrawing it from the clutch o! the mere
speculator will sooner or later prevail, and the sooner the better for the
future of both Canada and the United States. Soine of Mr. Chamberlain's
remarks ini the course of the speech above quoted, may serve as a warning
on this point :

la it an e-gsential condition of private ownersbip ln land that thé ngrictiltural
laborers of this country, clone )f civili,.ed countrié,, should bo intircly divorcell front
the soit thoy tili; that, they should ho driî'cn into towns ta cunipcto wvîth Yeu for
wuik, and ta lowcr thé rate of wagea; and thiat aîko in town amui country tiio labor.
ing population should hé huddled ino cdwéllinge unfit for mani orbeast, wltere the
conditions of common decency are impossible, anid whcro thoy léad directly ta dizeasé,
intemperauce, and crimet

It is flot in England only that the laboring classes live on poor fare,
and arc badly housed. WVe have too much o! both kinds of hardship in
all our large chties in Amnerica, and the cvii is so great as 10 be wvelI wortb
the attention of Governments. If the class wbo live b>' tîteir brains form
the apex of tlic social pyraiîd, just as certainly its base is formed o! the
class who live by the swveat of their brows, and it is in the last degree un-
desirable that the latter should be left to ferment in a condition o! chiranic
and increasing discontent. That the laborer is placed un der disabilities by
a le-al and social systemn over which he bas very little cmitrol, and which he
did little or nothing to shape, is clear to cvery thoughtfül observer.
WVbether that systemn can be modiied so as to relieve hini without injuring
anyhody cIsc, is a question well wortby of consideration. WVhat lie nceds
is not protection so much as Ireedomn; and careful inqtîiry into the opera-
tion of lime honored lae7s, traditionîs, and custoins might show unexpectcd
ways ina which obstacles could be rcmioved (romn bis path, and burdens
frora his shoulders. If the Hon. Oliver Mowat wisbies to secure the good-
wvill of the working classes-and their good -vill 15 wortli somcthing to a
Governnent-he should make a move in this direction, as he did withi
beî;eficial results t0 hin, Government as wvell as 10 the cotuntry, when lie ap-
pointed the A-ricultural Commission soine years ago.

There was very littie said in the debate on the address in the Législa-
tive Asscmbly about the extension of the franchise in Ontario, and what
was said was flot aIl satisfactory. Mr. Meredith avowed his willingness t0
ascist the Government ina enlarging thé electorate, and blanied them for ixot
extcnding the franchise te) the sons of mechanics as they did to farniers'
sons a few years ago. It is difficult to sec how thé electorate can hc miade
much more compréhensive that it now is without doing away witlî property
qualification, basing the franchise on residence and registration, and givung
il 10 every maan over a certain age who is flot a lunatic, a conv*ictcd crisn-
inal, or a pa.uper irn receipt of public charity. To'this it rnast suffl (-Qmc,
and the step is now so short that it might as well hé takcen ait once as at
twicc.

Mr. Awrey, wvbo moved the address, avowed bis dislike of womnan
suffrage. It would probably bc difficuit for hlm 10 give any ozher reason
for tbis feeling than mere prejudice. So far as wonicn have been cntrustcd
wîîh the franchise in Ontario thcy have uscd il well. No barai bias been
donc by allowing tbemn to vote ait school meetings and for thie élection of
school trustées. Three years ago thcy were given the right to vote on
muinicipal money by-laws, and no haim came of it. List session they
wvere placed in possession of the municipal franchise that is, those of tbemn
who are %nidows or spinsters. In several parts of the Province they turned
out and voîed at thé late municipal elections, and there is no rcason 10

assert that they did flot cast their votcs as wisely and as disinterestedly a.


