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THE LATE REY. AROHIBALD
BENDERSON, M.A.
BY REV, D, PATERSON, ¥.A

At 3t. Aundrews’, noar tho hank of tho
Otlawa, on the 19th of January last, a long
oaroer oame f0 an end. On ihat day the
subjeot of this noticodied, having been con.
fexaporary for a short time with Frederick
the Great and Samuel Johaston,and old
enongh, at tho time of the French rovoln.
tion, to feel the vibrations of that polilieal
earthquake, as they thrilled through
Earope. The intimate sssociabe of omi-
nent moen in his youth, he was destined
soon to pass ont of the view of the Qhurch
in his native land, to live for two gensra-
tionsin obsourity, aud toiave his repuiation
blossomingont when he approached the age
of ninety years, not simply as the oldest
Presbyterian minister, with one notablo ex-
ception,® in the world, but as posgessed of &
vigour and livelineca of mind, uncommon
even in young men, and extentive attain.
ments still growing. Your readers wily
nslurally expect to see some ascount of
him in your oolumns; and in the hope of
intexeating them, especislly such as form.
erly belonged to the xame branoch of the
Oliurch as the deceased, we will pet down
a few particulars conoerning him.

Our departed father was horn at Donne,
near Stitling, Scotland, on the 27th Sept.,
1788, of vespetiable parenis, who were
members of the Asscoiate or Burgher con-
grogation of Bridge of Teith, then under
the pastoral care of ihe Rev. Wmn. Fletoher,
He was prepared for college by attendance
at the Grammar School of Stirling, of which
Dr. David Dolg was the rector, and imbib.
od, from that cminent philologist, a taste
for scholastic studies whioh never left him
{o his dying day. At the age of sizteen he
ontered the University of St. Andrews, and
gained by publie oompetition, one of the
numerous bursaries whioh rendered that
University a paradise for impeennious
students. There he had the good foriune
to listen $o the prelestions of another en-
thusiaetio scholar, Dr. John Hunter, whose
oditions of Virgil and Horace, and Rud.
diman’s ¢ Rudiments,” used to be so well
koown in the Socottish grammar schools.
The young student was a favourite with
Dr. Hunter, ss also with the Greek pro.
femsor, Honry David Hill, brother of
Principal Hill; and the proficiency which
be along with some of his companions
showed in olaesical and other studies,
brought oredit ¢o the religious body fo
which they belonged. On ons oocsasion
Dr. Hugh Blair made, in ocompany,
some disparsging remarks about the sece.
ders as wanting inlearning. Prof, Hill re-
plied, “Yon are quite wrong, Dr. Blair, for
some of my best students are seceders.”
Mr. Henderson excelled also in mathema.
tics, in those days, 80 much that Mr. Dun-
oan who taught the olass for Prof. Vilamt,
urged him to give himeelf to the work of
teaching that science. He had, however,
other and higher views, and pushed for-
ward o the stady of (to use the words of
the late Dr. Eadie), *the best of all
nciences.” Aftar finishing his college curri.
cilum, he entered, in 1802, tho Theologioal
Hall of the Associate Synod, at Selkirk,
where he sat at the feet of ¢ that Ohristian
Soorates,” Dr. Lawson, who is perhaps the
most famons, within the Clhiureh, of all the
ministers of the Secession.

Mr. H. did not go thers without exciting
uneasiness in the minds of some of his
friends, particulaxly of an Antiburgher
uncle, whose sad forbodings found vent in
the warning, * Yo're gaun tas Lawson, an’
he'll puzhin you, an’ ye'll puzhin thoosans.”
But, when he saw the venerable Professor
sud listened to his opening prayer in the
class, he was filled with wondor and said
fo himself, ** Is this the man they spoke so
much against 1"

For the sake of those, and they are
probably mot u few in Canada, who have
but & dim view of the Scotlish Church his-
lory of 1ast century, we may state that the
oceasion of the lamentable * Breaocb,” by
which the Scoession Church was cleft in
twain, seaveoly fourteen yeara aiter its com.
mencement, was the following:

In the year 1745, on account of the
Blewart rebsllion, an Aet of Parliament
Waspassed, imposing an oath on ali per.
sons becoming Burgesses in ihie oities of
Edinburgh, Gissgow, and Perih. Theoath
mn thus: “I protesf, Lefore God and
Your Lordship, that I profess and allow
with my heatt, the #ue religien presently
prefossed within this realm, and aathorized
by the Jaw thereof; I aball abide therein,
md defend the sams o my life's

ond, renmouncing tho Xomen religion
oalled paplatry.” It was brought by over-
tutoe hefore the Assooiate Synod, whero it
gave rite to a fieroo disoussion. Ono parly
oonsidered auch an oath tantamount o an
approval of the corraptions of the Batab.
ligked Ohuroh, against which the sesoders
bad borne, and wero by their very exist.
anoo as a eeparate body, besring fesii-
mony. Tho other party regarded it as
implying only an approval of tho religion
iteclf, and not of the manner in whiech it
might be established or professed. The
oontention on this point was g0 sharp bo.
tweon them tha$ they pactod asunder, the
oro from the other, and formed thence.
forth, aud until their re-union in 1820,
two distinet denominations, The latter
pariy oalled itself the ¢t Assaciate Synod,”
while the former tosk the namo of the
# General Associate Synod ;" but they were
distinguished ia popular parlance, respsct.
ively, ag the Burghors and the Antibargh-
ers, The Burghers were thereforo {ho
moro liboral and toterant of the twabodier,
but both were characterized by great e~an-
golical zeal, and the division was followed
by a more rapid mulliplioation of ehurches
and counsequent greater spreading of the
scoession leaven throughout tho land, and
thus was over-ruled for good.

At Solkirk, Mr. H. had for follow-stu-
dents and intimate frionds, several who
beoame distingnished men, e.4., Dr. John
Brown, Dr. Balmer, Dr, Wm. Elsn, the
transiater of the Old Testament into the
Persian iangusge, as Henry Martyn was
of the New, and Alexander Fletchor, of
London, son of his minister al Bridge of
Teith,

During histheologioal course he supported
himsgelf (for studenis wers not employed
in preaching as they are here,) by teaching
a sohool during the rooess. This was an
easy matier, as the session lasled only
nine woeks in ihe early antumn; an ar-
rangement which held its ground through
all the obangos and growth of nearly a
century and a half, till last year; the only
change hitherto being the gradual increase
of the professors, from one to five. This
wintex, however, a session of five or
six months is going on for the first time
in tho history of the United Presbyterian
Chureh, the Professota also being for the frat
time free from the charge.of eongregations.
It was proposed to make these changes
at the time of Dr. Lawson's appointment
in 1787, but it was found to be impractio-
able; and the old system was continued.
It must be acknowledged foo, that it
worked well, although & change has been
rendered necessary by the spread of edu.
oation on the one hand, and the widening
out of the field of theologioal science, on
the other.

Mr. Henderson taught at Rudarnis, in
Fife, and afterwards at Orail; similar
duties being performed, at the same tirze,
by John Brown at Elis, Ballantyne (of
Stonehaven) at Colinsburgh, and David
Stewarl* at Kilconqubar. These follow-
ing students took advantage of their vicin.
ity by forming a society for the delivery and
oriticism of discourses, which met onee a
month, on a Wednesday afternoon, the

the president. By suoh methods of self-
improvement, and by the preparation of
exeroies for the FPresbyterios that super-
intended them during the rscess, the stude
ents of those days, with their one professor
and their two months’ session, contrived
tobecomo well-furnished and effioiont rin-
isters, and some of them e:udite scholars
and theologians. For many years indeed,
the honour of Scoftish theological learaing
wes maintained by the anthors of the
Secession Churoh., Both branches of it
ocontributed their fair proportion, although
it is somewhat noticeable that the weight
of theology was with the liberal Burghers,
while the moro distinofively hitorary pro-
ductions came from the moro rigid Antis :
thus the Burahor branch of the tree pro-
daced ILawson, Belfrage, Diock, Brown,
Balmer ; and the Anti-Burgher Prof. Brace,
Paxton, Jamieson, McOrie.

When Mr. Henderson becameo a preacher
he did not at first obiain populanty. His
germons were cast in & scholastie mould,
Just in thought, correct and chastoin comn-~
position, but not stirring enough to cateh
the popular ear.  Bye and byo he saw his
misteke, and diud his best to remedy it by
puiting more illustrationinto his discomses
and more energy into his delivery; and
soon, as he said, ho “began to get calls
like his neighbours.” His error is not an
unfrequent one with scholarly preachers.
Let such tako warning. The first call came

*He was Mr. Heuderson’s xooni-companion one
se8810n1, he was minister ot Kb, Erskine’s Chureh,
Sty for forty-eight 1 oars. He s brother,
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froma Dunning, near Yorth, which he was
willing to necept , and be wa- actually pre-
paring for settloroont there, when his pro-
gress wos arrested by a second oall, viz:
from the city of Carliste, England ; m which
country, the Secession Church, disregard-
ing geographical boundaries, but early in
i3 history, planted congregations, for the
benefit of pious Scotchmen ssttled thore.
Information of this eall was immediatoly
sent to tho Presbytery of Perth, necording
to the following minuto of the Presbytory
of Belkirk, to which Jarlisle belonged, un-
der date July 19th, 1810: « Cslled upon
Mr. Glon to report his procedure in moder-
ating the call at Carlise, whick report was
given and approved as regular. Read the
eall it<elf oddressed to Mr. Archibald
Henderson, prescher, written on stamp
paper, and signed by eighty-lwo members
and thirty-ono seat-holdors. A vote was
then put, sustain or not, whon it carried
sustain, like as the Presbytery did and
do sustain said call a8 a Gospel call regular-
Iy proceeded in, upon which Thomas Hay-
man took instruments and craved ex-
traots,”

4 The Proesbytery enjoined their clerk, p.£.
to give official notice of this call %o the
Presbytery of Perth, within whose bounds
the said Mr., Archibald Henderson has
another call, and requiring them to sist
procedure in tho settlement thore, that
both calls may be referred to the decision
of the Synod.”

Accordingly tho two Presbyteries rofor
their respective calls to the Svnod, * that
they may judge to whioh of said congrega-
tions the preference is dune.” The Synocd
met at Edinburgh, in the beginning of
September, and decided in favour of Car-
liste. The candidate was somowhat disap-
pointed, but dutifully submitied. ¥ had
alrendy given all his trials for ordination
before the Presbytory of Perth, whose clork
cortified nccordingly to the Prosbytery of
Selkirk; at a mesting of which, datod Sel-
kirk, Oct. 2, 1810, the following is minuted :
** Read a petition from Carlislo for the set-
tlemont of My, Axchibald Henderson
among them. Read a letter from Mr. Bell,
preacher, attesting that he had served Mr.,
Archibald Henderson's ediet at Carlislo
upon the third Sabbath of September, at
the close of publio worship according to ap-
pointment of Presbytery. The Presbytery
officor then made intimation at the door,
thatifany person had any objection against
the life or doctrine of Mr. Archibald Hen-
dorson why he should not be ordained to
the ministry and the pastoral office in
Fisher Btreet, Catlisle, they will immedi-
ately appear before the Presbytery and
present them.

After wailing a reasonable spaoce, and
none appearing with objeotions, the Pres-
bytery fixed the dsy of his ordination to
take place upon the last Wednesday of
Ootober. Appointed Mr. Dunlop to preach
and preside in the work of the day, Mr.
Thomson, of Penrith, to give the charge,
and Mr, Elen to preach in the evening.”
The cidination tock place on the day ap.
pointed, the 80tk Ootober.

‘Woe hope 1o apology is nerded for giving
those extracts from the Presbytery records.
They are, we think, interesting both for
matter and style. Congregations and
preachers may be thaukfal for the greater
liberty they now erjuy, although whether
it is an unmixed good may be gquestioned.
Again, the ‘stamp paper’ on which the
tcall’ given to a mimistor, even by a des-
senting congregation, requred to be writ-
ten, is noteworthy, and 18 suggestive of
Gronville and lis famous stamps, or of
Wiiliam Pitt, with his hawk.eye peering
into every corner in search of something
to tax. Various other points may be ob-
served in the mode of procedure different
from what obtains amongst ue.

The Moderator on the above coeasion,
was no other than Walter Dunlop, of
Dumfries, who has been tho hero of so
many laughable storics by Dean Ramsay
and others, Mr. . need fo express sur
prise at this, as he knew Mr. Danlop well ;
and although he had some bumonr, ho was
by no means the clerioal Joe Miller which
tradition has made him. Mr. Glen was
his fellow-student already referred to,

When he firat preached at Oarl sle an
incident happened, on his leaving, that
seemed to forebode bis return. Hosot out
enrly on the Monday morning, seated on
tho back of hia pony, (for a horse of some
kind was almost as indispensable to the
preacher of thoso dnys, in his probationary
peregrinations, as a stock ofsermonc). But
he had not gone far on his journey north.
wards when pony kicked up his heels,
throw his xider on the grass, and trotted
back cheerily to his stable in the eity,
where he had evidently fared well. His
maater followed after, in a crest-fallen state,
znd littlo expeoting that he was ere long to
return, cum dignitats, as miniater of the

08,
The congregation wae an old one, haviag
boen formed in 1688, when ihe revolution
gave freedom to Presbylerians, but they
had only joined the Assceiate Synod in
1809, o that Mr, Henderton wag their fint
minlater in conneotion with that body, A
of the atipend wae derived from Lady
E::rloy'l eharity, which he eontinued o
reoeive during bis jucnmbenocy, having in

ond'’s Memoles on socount of hiaskill. He

£120 sonum,
s w(To be conlinuced.)
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POIX RLEOTION OASH,

BY W. B. 0.

It was well gaid by Jndge Ritohiis, that
this wag a cass in which the whole Domin.
fon way decply interested. Allbough i
would hardly have beer expected by sy
intolligent person, that tho judgment
would be ofher than in fe, still it is & rollef
aud juatly a matéor for genernl congratuly.
tion that the judgment given s so unmis-
takeably pronounced. Itisnot alittla sig-
nitioant both from a Protestent and Romsn
Catholic point of view, thatjudge Tavche.
reaushould thiok it neosasary by way of
proface o his judgment, to allude tothe da-
Honoy of his sitnation as & Roman Oathollo
in doing his duly in this onse ay
a judge and administrator of {he
law of the land. Bhould he fake ocno
course he will place himself in opposition
to learned brother judges in & cace similar
to that before him ; should he tske the
other he mnet go in the teeth of, and * ao.
dopt the eritiolama pronounced upon bim
in advance ascne of the judges, by his
lordship, Bishop Laugevin, If thisoease is,
a8 judgo Ritohio declaros it, righifully we
believe, to be, simply a constitutional and
legal question, what bas the partieular
shurch to which one may happen to baleng
todo with a purely logal opinfon and
decicion ? It shews the dangerous effoot
whioh a bishop of a ohurch olaiming infal.
libilily may have even upon men of suyer.
iormind and moral courage, and of thefr
arrogance and presumpiion in veuturing
publioly to declare whata jundge msy or
may not do consistently with his duty to
his church, Should we ever have judges
of the Supreme Court as pliable or blinded
and bigoted as Judge Routhier, wo seo
what we may expeot, and how absolutely
our dearest and most valued rights may be
af the meroy of a Roraan Oatholio bishop,
or of his minions the priests.

This judgment settles with all the
golerunity and weight wiich belongs to the
highest conrt of the land, that thereis sush
s thing as undne influence, and defines
under what oiroumstanoes inflaence other.
wise legitimate becomes undne, and an in.-
terference with the liberly of the subjeot.

And thisjudgment will have all the more
weight with the pariies who have eonrted
it, owing to the quarters from which it
comes. The following empbatic siate.
ment by Judge Tasocherean cannot but be
felt even by the highest dignitaries of the
Romish Churoh. I deny that he the Ro-
man Oatholic prieet has, in this oase or
in any other eimilar oase, the right to
point fo an individual ora politioal party,
and hold them up to publie indigna.
tion, by acousing them of Oatholio Liberal-
ism, or of any other equally grisvous ir.
regularity, and above all to aay that he
who should help in the eleotion of such an
individual would commit a grievous sin,”
In these patriotic and loyal words, s limit
is set by & Roman Oatholic judge who has
the law of the land at his back, to the
urrogant assumption of the Romish clervy
a8 to how far they oan go with impunity,
in their official obiaracter and teschings.
 Soaclergyman " says Judge Ritchie, ** has
no right, in the pulpit or ont, by threaten.
ing any damage, temporal or spiritual, {o
rostrain the libexty of a voter so as to
compel or frighten him into voting or
abstaining from voting otherwise than as
ho freely wills, If he does it in the eye
of the law, this is undue influence.”

Judge Tascherean’s answor to the ¢laim
of exomption get up for the elergy from
the jurisdiotion of the eivil fribunals on
the ground that the aols charged against
them belonged to spiritual and not tem-
poral matters, and therefore were properly
10gnizable only by an eoclosiastioal court
is equally effective and crushing, A
singlo answor will suffice 40 set at naught
thie singular protonsion. Tt is that the
tribunal which is to take csgnizance of
the conteslation of an election is indicat.
ed by the law which by that choice ex-
cludes every other tribunal. Nevertheless
lot ua say & word ss to the eoclesiastical
tribunal of which the respondent invokes
the jurisdiotion as exclusive, and I ask my-
self whore is that tribunal to be found in
Oanada. To me it is invisible, intangible,
non-existent in this oountry, being incap.
able of existing effectively therein but by
the joint action of the episcopaoy and of
the oivil power, or by the mutual eonsent
of the pariies interosted, and in the latier
oase it would onlybe in the form of a ocon.
venlional arbitration, whish wonld
be binding om mo one bul the
parties themselves.” Equally sirong or
slill mors so0 is the langnage of
Judge Ritehie. “ 8o long a8 a man wha-

ther olerioal or lay, lives nuder the Queen’s
prolection in the Quesn's dominion he

must obsy the laws of tho land, and if he
infringes them ke i amenable to the logal
tribunale of the connfry—the Quean's
Ocurts of Justive, Thers I8 no man in this
Dominion do great as to be above the Iaw,
and nono so hnmble asio o beneath iis
notice. No ohnreh, no community, no
pablic body, no tadividual in the realm, can
bo in the lerst abovo tho law, or exempted
fron1 the authority of its eivil or oriminal
tribunals, The law of the land is saprema,
and wo resognize no nuthority as suparior
or equal fo it. Suck evor has beon, and is,
and I bope,.will continne to bo a prinoipal
of ouv constitution.” Noble words! So
long a8 wo have suoh judges and such a
coutt we may rest sooure that thero isno
tribnnal at loast whoro a oheck can be put
upon the vaulling ambition of priests of
any churoh, and the traitorous and revoln-
tionary olaims they may put forth, Thug
wo trast will be settled for a long time to
oome, foraver we hops for onr country, the
dootrines that the Romish olorgy or any
other, may with impunity prostitute thelr
pulpits, and their official character and
their proper and legitimate work to sorve
any politioal parly or gain any ond at var.
iance with the liberiy of tho subjeot ; and
thie other that thoy in their offioial charae-
ter and under the protence of discharging
their epiritual duties as religious teachers
oan say what they please on any subjeot,
and defy the msjority and eupremacy of
the law of the land.

The Bomish clergy bavo, tonso a famil-
iar expression, beon putting their foot in it,
or to uso anothor, been letting the oat out
of the bag, beautifally of Iate, It is fo be
hoped they will go on doing so, a5 they
thereby pretty effootually keop tho eyes of
all Protestants wide awake to their nefar-
ions schemes, aund are rapidly opening the
oyes of their own followers to their un-
founded pretensions, the powerlessness of
thelr malediotions, and rapidly hasten.
ing the day of the downfall of the iniqui.
tous systom they uphold, and making sure
that when it comes it shall be ample and
a8 far a8 pogsible final,

Presbytery of Lindsay.

Pursuant to adjournment this Presbytery
met at Violoriaville, on Thursday, 15th
inst, There was a goodly numbor of mem.
bers present. 1In the absense of the mod-
erator, the Rev. A, Ourrie, M.A., of Sonya,
ex-moderator, was oalled to preside. The
ohnrch was well filled with an attentive and
approcistive audience, The Rev. J. Hag-
tie, of Lindsay, delivered an exoollent and
instruotive sermon, basing his remarks on
Rovelationii, 1-7. After the close of the
service the Rev.J. L. Murray, of Wood-
ville, narrated the steps that had been
takon towards the softlement of a pastor
over the united oongregations of Kirkfield
and Viotoriaville. Mr. Murray then put
to the pastor-eleot {he nsual questions, whioch
were salisfactorily answered. The mem-
bersof thechurchalso answered therr part
of the prescribed rules in a satisfactory man.
ner, whereupon the Rev. D. D, McLennan,
the pastor-elect, was by solemn prayer
—offered by Mr. Murray—inducted into
the pastoral oharge of the associated con.
gregations of Kirkfield and Victoriaville,
The members of the Presbylory extended
to Mr, McLennan the right hand of fel.
lowship, and welcomed him as a co-presby-
tor. The Rev, J. Maenabb addressed the
nowly indnoled pastor in suitable terms,
on the duties of his office and high respon-
sibilities &3 an ambassador of Ohrist the
Lord, The Rev. D, Macdonald, of Cam-
bray, delivered an appropriats address to
the congregation on their duties in relation
to their pastor. A highly interesting and
profitable service, having thus ended, the
Moderator conducted the newly induoted
pastor to the door of the Church where he
wus warmly greeted and welcomed by
members and adherents of the congrega-
tion and other friends present. After tho
induoctlon services were over the Presby-
tory transaoted some items of businoss.
The namo of Mr. MoLonnan was ordered
to be added to tho Presbytery-roll. The
oonncetion betwoen North Mara and Car-
den asa part of Mr. McGregor's charge
was digsolved. The change is'tv take ef-
foot on thoe 1st of April, thereafter Carden
being regarded a5 a wmission olation to be
supplied in connection with Uphill. A de.

utation from Uphill waited on the Pres.
By:ory and presented a financial statement
from that station which was satisfactory.
The deputation, supportod by Mesare, Gil-
christ of Woodville, and Paul of Balsover,
who were at Uphill holding a missionsry
meeling, intimated the earnest desire of
their station to seoure the serviees of Mr,
A, MoLeood for the summer months. The
Rov. J. MoLung, of Wick, tendered his
resignation of his sharge, The Presbytery
agreed to_hold an adjourned meeling at
Wick, and within the Presbyterisn Chureh
thers, on Thursday, 20th inst, at 1pan,
and fo eite the congregations:ef Wick and
Greenbank to ap) then and thers for
their interesis. Mr. Orabb, of Vietoria.
ville, made application to be reeeived as
Oatechiat. commitiee consist of
Mossrs. MeLonnan and Panl was sppointed
to confer with Mr, Orabb, and examine
him s to his dectrinal visws and motives.
The Presljytery adjourned to meel st Wiek
as atated above,




