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meighbours ; he is the subject of their con- | falling are to be found. I am content t&
versation ; too often the pattern of theirlife, } glance at this part of the subject thus liihﬂf
audthe excuse for their sins. And each of |in passing. But the writer on such a subject
theee observers and imitators exerts in turn | must ask his readers to look elosely into theif
an inflwence on others. Each observer is ob- | families and their friendships, and tosee whab
sorved again. Rach imitator is a pattern to !

somebedy. Now let all these results be con-
sidored.  Accurately calculated they canoot
be : batlet them be considered : and it will
easily be seen how much harm one man may
4o, not only by bpen and shameless iniquity,
but simply by a selfish, idle, and worthless
life.

Or takeauother of the important differences
between man and man—that which relates to
jutellectual eminence, natural or acquired.—
What harm has been worked by individual
men, who have sowed the seeds of error in
their day, leaving whole harvests of super-

stition or profaneness to be reaped by subse- !

quent generations ! What power does the
mmagination possess to spread mischief and
wndermine all faith and principles, especially
when it is found i those minds where a cer-
taiu kind of malural beauty assames the ap-
geamnce of gooduess, and when fine and de-
icate feeling can easily pass current for reli-
gion. ‘The experience of the wee arising
«fgom this kind of offence, in its highest de-
, has been reserved for modern centuries,
- ‘i which 8o mach of eur education and so
much of our employment are provided by
Books. Who can calculate the mischief
which can be done by the bad deetrines, or
evea by the ill-considered fancies, of one man,
when they are multiplicd by being printed,
and circnlated among thousands, and then
’ 4 jed into other books, and made the foun-
aﬁdq" new structures of falsehood and
folly #

By #ollowing such strains of thought as
thege, we come te take a very gloomy, but a
very just, view, of the evil and the misery
which pervade the whole of society. How-
ever widely we may wunder smong the tracks
of human act'on aud human thought, we find
them everywhere strewn with  stomibling-
blocks. But 1 believe we might gain a still
deeper impression of the woe which comes
from offences, if we werc to look closely into
the best and most sacred portions of our na-
tural buman lite.  The Father, who sets an

exmg’{)lc of carcless ungodliuess to liis famiiv;
the Mother, who by the evident wordliness,of
ker own spirit, jutifies all the wickedness of
her children ; the Brothers and Sisters, whe
ir:bue each other with a systematic disregard
for whatis sacred ; the Familiar Friends, who
Toarn and teach the habit of unbelief ; the
elvse Companions who come together for
wwtual encouragement in the forgetfuiness of
Goilmmunitc i 38 that the worst oocusioms of

is going on there—to watch carefully that yos
“ walk in a way wherein you shall not stum”
ble,” or rather (since our own unassis
watchfalness is nothing else but slumber
blindness) let us all pray to God that He
would *hold up our goings, that our footr
steps slip not,” and graciously in his mercy
prevent us from endangering the footsteps 0
those whom we love.

Tt will naturally be felt, that the view we

have just taken of humaa life is mournful an
‘ dreary. And it is good that we should feel
' this, if it helps us to appreciate the extent of
| human corruption, and really to desire that
better life for which we profess to be pre-
paring. It is good for us to feel keenly that
we are in a fallen world—that no human po¥w-
er can save us—that our best affections ma¥
be made the channels of wickeduess—tnat the
natural ornaments of character are quite dif
ferent from Christiau  holiness—tbat every
man, however pleasing, is a siuper, and catl
only be withheld by God’s grace from be
coming the occasion of sin in others.

‘We must now go one step further, and bav-
ing devoted some lines to the fuct of that
woe which offances bring, must now consider
the inevitable necessity of their existence, ab
{ of the misery they produce.

, « Qffences must needs come” in a world of
|sinfal men.  The very constitution of the
tworld makes it inevitable. The disparity
" which subsists betw:en one man and anothets
is of necessity the occasion of offences, i
{ in the higher clss=es. must act at a great 8¢~
iva'ntap:e in its effects on the lower. Leyitimat?
I influence can never abdicate its throne.
{ mnst reign over ite subjects, for good or for
levil. Where there is a superior wealth o
" superior power, unlexs there is also superiof
i holiness, the bad cause cannot but reap t
 benefit of the differonce.  Where there 18 #
L greater height of intellectusi eminence, unles®
i there i3 also a greater dopth of Christia?
| humility. our Esemy will always know ho®
{to pervert the best gifts for his own PO
poses. '
There i8 no possibility of escaping this n®
cessity.  Suppose thut we counld, by sow®
violent effort, alter the constitution of society
—=Suppose that the rights of property weré
abolished, and all ranks reduced to thesd
level. This state of things would not last "
day. Tndustry would seen begin to gﬂﬁ’ef
it:i’ barvest. Predence would secureldw:::_.
i dustry had gained. The quick wou
“8'Tip tll?; slovntfr ‘Vhe s!mnngon.ld defeat (B&




