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THIE COLLITER BOY.
"You aIl know," said an Eiiglish gentleman, addressing some

eilidren wlio 'worked in Yorkshire mines, Ilwhat it is to work
down in the coal pits, for many of you spend your ditys in themn.
A short tine since, a lite fellow, not r ' ore than five or six years
oid, -was brought before somne gentlemen to be questioned about
bis work They asked'him bis age; thon, *bat he liad to do.
Ne answered that every day, frorri five in the niorniug tili five
inl the evening, lie est without a light beside a littie door li the
dark coal passage, and, whien lie lîcard one of the boxes corne
rumbling along, bc opened f lie cloor by a picce of stiing which
hie lield in his baud . Ho was as-ked whetie'r lie Lad any -way of
amusing hinsseif. Once lie Lad caught a amuse, and 'this -was
quite an event in >bis life. But bis chief way of sznusing luîmself
vras by begging of every one who camlre thýough- the door a

pee of candle-end ; and thon, when hoe lad collected a suffeîent
aumbeor of pieces, lie lightcd themn ail. IlWélI, " said the gentle-
mans, Iland, -whea you bave got a light, -what do you do "'Oh 1
said the little fellnw,'1 w1hen 1 gets a liqlit J sings!

"lNow tbis isa simple story : but 1 w,ýant you to lears a lesson
from it. We are met 'to-day to think, hear, and leara about
the poor heathen in distant lands; and they are like this poor
ehild in the coa.l pit. Tlsey live iu darkness-in utter spiritual
darkness. They are, the Bible tells us, 'sitting in darknese'
irithout God, without Christ, without hope. Now the objeet of
the blissionaries is te takie light to thera-the liglit of thi
Gospel; and the use of Missiouary meetings ist 1 p P
te beIpinathis blessed work. Yeun y dear children,give yonr
pennies and your hialf-pennies; and they are like the little bny's
eaindle-ends,,wliiehlie begged of the mnen as thuy passed. They
go towards getting the liglit of the Gospel spread arnong the
heathen; and,when they baveheard andbelieved the glzd tidings
of salvation, they sing praises te Ilim, who bas called them out
of darkness into Mis niarvellous liglit, just as the chuld sang when
lie Lad get a liglit in bis coal pit 1"
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