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Advantages of the System.
apen shelves is to recommend  the
best boshs by placing cach book where it can recommend
ytsell by being seen and handled.  Large numbers of dupli-
cates are provided, so that favorites may always be rep-
resented on the shelves. Twenty thousamd volumes are
necessary 1o keep the cight thousand places on the shelves
reasonably well filled.  The list is constantly revised, amd
po book that proves unattractive is allowed to cumber
the shelves, but is retired to the stack, to give place to
something niore desitable. No boohk is shelved here that
has not something attractive in itself, which will make
the book more likely to be read because it can be seen
and examined.

Expericnce shows that no book which is well made,—
that is. well printed and  bound, and has a real, vital
message for mankind,~fails to find appreciation.  Many
of the best and greatest books are borrowed from the
open shelves four or five times as often, during the year.
s of the same book are lent from the stack. To
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cach book of the entire
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some did mot po out twelve times, but others went
oftener. The erdinary library methods are used to at-
tract atteniion to the books. such as special lists and
special displays of books on  current  topies of interest,
critical noti posied mear the new bhooks, hook-posters
and bulletin displays.

Scope of the System.

open  shelf collection,—a library for the general
carofully selected, tested by experience, and con-
stantly revised,—cannot ana does not stnive to keep pace
with the swkilled novel reader. It does attempt to put
most of the old, great books, the authorities on special
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readers. and the sfeady and, in many cases, growing use
of these books is a constant source of encouragement and
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