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R. LAURJER AND TEXT BOOKS.

AST  month  BOOKSELLER AND STa-
L TIONER mentioned some of the pecu.

liaritics of the regulations governing
theimportation of books on a college curricu-
lum. 1t is now learned that the ventilation
gven the subject has had a definite result,
and that thereis some prospect of a remedy.
BooKSELLER AND STATIONER Jearns that
several of the leading booksellers in Mon-
treal made representations to Hon, Mr,
Laurier during the recent Liberal conference
in that city. It was pointed out to the new
Iremicr that the law as it stood was a con-
stant temptation to fraud. In addition to
reqular, admitted text books, it was pointed
aut to him that the popular «* Globe ** cdition
of the classical English authors was a regular
teat hook at McGill and other colleges. This
alition was always kept on a bockscller's
shelves, and, as by making the necessary
atidavitan unscrupulous trader could evade
the duty, the honest members of the trade
were handicapped.  The suggestion was
alw made to Mr. Laurer that a general
duty of ge., a reduction of one-third, be im-
powed in place of the present duty of 6c.,
awmd that no exemptions be allowed. It was
held that by this course the Government
woeuld suffer no loss of revenue, but that, on
the contrary, there would be an increase.
M Laurier promised to give the matter
*enons comsideration.
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TORONTO, jUL\',

A BOOK WINDOW.

N the bookselling trade, asin almost all
l other lines of business, competition has

become so keen that every deviee for at-
tracting and retaining new business must be
«*worked ™' if suceess is to be attained.
Among the best methads of drawing trade
is that of attmactive display in the windows,
Such striking effects cannot be attained in
this line as, for instance, in dry goads, but
it is questionable if the very striking cfiects do
more than merely eacite wonder without
selling any goods, It is possible to kavethe
display take away entirely the attention from
the goods displayed.
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To dress a window 50 as to catch the eye
of the thoughtless passer-by is no easy matter,
especially where books only are used.  The
colors of books may often be used to break
the monotony, as can also scts of popular
authors uniform n binding. Grading, of
course, according to sice, has alsoa good
effect if not carried to such an eatent as to
give the window an appearance of extreme
regularity.

‘The most common arrangement is to have
a pyramid, on which the books are display-
cd.  This does very well occasionally, but
the mistake is often made of keeping the
same form all the time and merely chang-
ing the books,  Both should be changed,
and frequently too.

A very attractive window was to be seen
in Toronto when ** Beside the Bonnie Brier
Bush ' first appeared. A large number of
these books were piled to resemble a screw,
the white edges of the book being used to
represent the thread of the screw.  The
whole was about four feet high and two in
diameter.  On top was a book showing the
title, and a neat card announced the pnice.
Judging by the crowds that stopped to look
atit, such a display would assist materially
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in selling amuch less popular book than the
one mentioned,

TORONTO A8 A BOOK CENTRE.
E ‘Torontonians are wont to vaunt
W our city as the ‘‘intellectual cen-
tre'” of the Dominion, the hub of
intelligence, as it were; butif this were to be
determined by the reading habits of its peo-

ple—a fair criterion- -it is doubtful if the
claim could be supported.

A comparison of
our book astores, in number and size, with
those of Montreal or Ottawa is tremendously
in favor of the latter citics.  "Toronto is the
centre of the wholesale book business of the
Dominion, but our wholesale book houses
find the trade with local book stores very
inconsiderable as compared with that with
Ottawa or Montreal.  ‘The book counters in
the large departmental stores undoubtedly
do a good business, but the books sold are
as a rule the lighter class of novels.  There
arc very few homes in ‘Toronto that have
libraries of any considerable size?  \Vhat is
the reason of all this? The conclusion we
have formed is that Torontonians are so cn-
grossed with business, or with the pursuit of
pleasure, that little time is given o literary
culture.  The yacht or rowboat, the bicycle,
the enticements of tenms, cncket or golf in
summer, the fascinations of the euchre pany,
the whirl of dancing partics, and the 1ound
of concerts in winter, absorb the time and
leave lile or no leisure for the culuvation of
the mind.  Lectures, ‘ls arule, area failuie ;
literary clubs or circles might almost be
counted on onc’s limited army of fingers, It
is not creditable to our aty that this 1y S0, but
that 1t ss so one could scarcely deay,  We
hope for a better condition of things, but
cannot feel hopefal that it will come except
with slow progress.  Perhaps some of our
readers may suggest means of hasteming on
the day.



