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THE PREVENTION OF CONSUMPTION

I’ﬁ‘«'podern times: inuch has been accomphshed in the ﬁeld of
_ 'pxeventme medlcme The ravages formerly commiitted by
small-pox, choleta; étc., are now matter§ .of histoty. The

- spread of such. .diseages is. now fortunately checked' and: held

" within narrow bounds. ' Beéfore we can hope to cirtail the spre.xd-
of any:. partlcular disease we must first know its nature, and espe*

‘cially 1its.mode - of exteénsion.. We. fay reasonably expect to -

“limit the ‘extension of those diseases: of which we-can deﬁmtely
say their spread is favoured'by such and such conditions. and re- -
tarded’ by others,”” We know that $mall-pox, for example, is
c¢ommunicated by: one ‘individual to another, and: that this-com=
" muniéation is more: hable to-occur if the mdnvxdua]s exposed to
the disease are placed in unsamtary surroundmgs we know that
an individual’ whose vitality is impaired by lack -of proper air,
* food -or clothmg, is-inore hkely to- contract such.a disease if éx-
posed to it thar is one whosé general health is good and whose
hygnemc surroundings arein accordance with the- requlrements of
nature, Knowing that a certain disease is°communicable from.
-one individual to another; and ithat that. commuhnication is fa-

. cilitated by unsamtary conditions, we. ‘may hope to prevént the

spread-of such a disease by isolating those already affected; and.
- by placmg them and-others-who may'be £xposed to- the inféction
- ifi.good samtary sufroiindings. In. all” civilized countries. the
- truth of this is recognized and laws have beeti- énacted. requiring:
thie isolation of patients affected with such diseases as <cholera;,. '
small-pox;. scarlet fever; etc. ‘Of late years the numbér -of dls-
edses: whlch are recogmzec} asaniestious has. been increased;: as
g ~by the ald of bactenologxcal mvestlgatlox“ «fhe true na.ture o.f



