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THE COUNTRY DOCTOR.*

13Y N. A. POWELL, -M.D., TORONTO.

Ladies a.nd Geibilce.%ý)-Posslbly it -%va§ a kindly regard for mly
heaIL1h thamit prompted the officers of your Society to exteënd to me!an
invitation to address you this evnn.They 'may have been tllinkç-
ing with a certain Westerni poet .iîat

"MIieni a fellow lias a story thiat hoe thiniks lie )-u«ht to tel],
If hie does not got'to -tell it, -wby, -of course, aie 4do11't feel well."1

I alone from the lar-cgo facil.ty of this College eau. lookc back -upon
tell years of life as a country doctor. But it is not the story of that
deecade-riot my own story-that I propose Mto tell you. Ratlîer, it
is flhat of my brothers and comnades, mren -whose lives I have been
Mvatehiig, JO! these many ycars.

My personal experience ]figlit teacli you less than that of others,
sinee I had the goodl fortun.*e to succeed to an estabflisbed practice,
and so iissed 'the heart-breakzing, wait and the long up-hill struggle
that. ùarks the caer priods of many -a doctor 's life.

The tiiene yon 1have given me is one 'that mniglit wveil arouse to
eloqiience even a inenber of the silent profession. As when the
suniiin early mornilng tips with radiance the trodden snow, so. çold
1IlwNhI for the white light Of potent words wihwhich Mo bring out,
the liglits and shadlows of -that iib vocation to -which the country
doctor is called; but, conscious of the greatness o>î xy subjeet, and of
My own limitations, 1 ask in adva-ýnce your indulgent consicleration,
recalling, the -words of that old professor of rhetorie who, to a

*Au address flrst givon t.o'thoc sudents of Trinity Mcdicàl Colloge in 18.90 and repeatcd
by request boforo thie mcdical Society ot tho University ef Toronto, Doc. 1997.


