
ADDRESS ON SURGERY.

if you will postpone the operat ion until Friday, as mny daugliter
is to be married on Thursday, and we do not want the corpse
home until after the wedding."

This fearlessnless is often coupled with an ignorance that
demands surgical trea1 ment where only iedical is justifiable.
The treatmnent is too slow to bring about the desired results,
and they frequently ask, "Don't you think an operation will
cure me?"y

Operative surgery has increased to an enorious extent
during the past few years. The wonderful results which have
been achieved since the introduction of aseptic surgery; the
improved dia- )sis of the early stage of cancer in alil parts of
the body ; th, absolute safety with which operations are under-
taken for the relief of defornity and disease, have given the
public every confidence in surgical treatment.

One of the niost useful of the recent advances, as a means of
diagnosis, is the X-ray photography. When first introduced,
its -use was liited to the finding of bullets, needles, and pieces
of ietal embedded in the body, also to the direction and con-
dition of all varieties of fracture, and to the localization of
calculi in the kidney and bladder. Its uses are now further
increased. 'It is employed for the detection of tubercular
deposits in the lungs, and pleural effusions can be distinetly
seen with the displaced lieart pulsating.

Improved methods of applying this photography bave ren-
dered its use so simple that in some hospitals nearly all frac-
tures are looked at both before and af ter they ar-, put ii posi-
tion. This is done by placing the patient on an ordinary
canvas stretcher, the Crooke's tube is placed under the body,
and a picture of the bones is thrown on a ground glass sereen
held over the patient's affected limb. In many cases this lias
saved the patient nuch suffering. and valuable time-when the
soft parts are interposed bet-ween the ends of the bone, or in a
riding fracture-as the fractures mnay have been cut down
upon, the muscles, or loose fragments remioved, and the bones
brought into direct apposition.

Another advance, in the same direction, is Finsen's photo-
therapy-the method of treating local superficial skin diseases
of bacterial origin by the concentrated chemic rays. It is the
blue, violet, and ultra-violet rays of the spectrum that possess
the nost powerful action. This apparatus--which up to the
present time is very costly-is installed at a few of the London
hospitals, and Le results in the treatment of lupus vulgaris
and lupus erytheinatosus are said to be nost satisfactory, as
the scar remaining is soft, white, and healthy.-Iooking.

The toxine treatiment of discase has also aided us in surgery.
What a difference there is to-day in the resul ts f roi tracheo-
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