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congestion, and there were several points of adhesion, apparently nor-
mal, to the costal pleura, the result of a severe pleurisy iv tho early part
of life, When well, e had often told me that he had these adhesiona.

It appears to me, that, in cascs like those reported in the Chronicle,
as m ch muy be attributed to local capillary congestion from the im-
puired state of the respiratory fuaction, as to any direct pressure on the

sympathetic nerve within the chest.
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ART. VIll.— Epilepsy and otker Convulsive affections, their Pathology
and Treatment. DBy Cuaniks Braxp Raocurrg, M. I, Physician
to Westminster Hospital, etc. S8econd edition, revised and enlarged.
London: gno. Churchill, New Burlington Strect, 1858. pp. 388,

An ilea has been cherished by many minds that without a correct
patisology there can be no proper treatment of disease. For nnless an
exact un-lerstanding exists concerning the nature of a given case, its
managetent cannot be sufely undertaken with any prospect of Lenefit
to life, or escapo from impending evil, A staternent so fair, so plausible,
is liable, ae expericnce too frequentlyéhcws, to carry away, by its so-called
common-sense power, the popular assent, and evade the scrutiny of its
own werit, bu this real or fictitions. Wao plead for our frankness, und
luok to the support of candid ooservers, in unhesitating'y declaring that
this iden is no better than a chimera. Were it true, one of two alterna-
ti- e« must fullow, either that we have not yet reached the proper treat-
ment of disease, >ur pathclogy being incorrect, or that the pathology
Leing found, our treatment continues unsettled. Either supposition
pecessarily follows from the consideration ofthe occurrences of every-
day h... There, practice and theory—performances and principles~are
sadly at an issue; strange contradictions and wild inconsistencies
abounding in rich picfusion, as nobody can deny. Men are found en-
tertaining the most opposite opinions upon some common subject, and
yet in practice a strong similiarity, or positive identity marks the means
which each brings to the relief of his patients. Men, again, there are,
favored with a unity of scholastic views, who, when the season arrives
for their practical apolication or employment, adopt and pursue sanitary
messares the niost strongiy diflerential in intention «s well as in opera-
tion.

These rema~ks are borne out by the subject now under review. What
is Epilepsy ¥ The general ptinciples of power and debility, tone and of



