
congestion, and there were several points of adhesion, apparently nor-
mal, to the costal pleura, the result of a severe pleuriay in the early part
of life. When well, _e had often told me that he had these adhesion%.

It appears to mue, ibat, in ca-es like those reported in the Chronicle,
as m 'ch maniy be attribtiteli to local capillary congestion froin the im-
paim ed ,tat of the respiratory fu3ction, as to any direct pressure on the
sympthetic nerve wiihin the chest.

R E V I E W S.

ART. VII1.-Epilepsy and other Cunvulsive afections, their Pathology
and Trcatment. Bv CH AnL:S BLAND RADCLIFFE, M. D., Physician
to Westminster IIospital, etc. Second edition, revised and enlarged.

London: Jno. Churchill, New Hurlington Street, 1858. pp. 383.

Ai idea lias been cherished by nany ninds that without a correct
patihology there ean Ue no proper treatment of disease. For unless an
exact unlerstadinmg exists concerning the nature of a given case, its
mfanagemfenit cannot be sefely undertaken with any prospect of benefit
to life, or escape from impending evi), A statenent so fair, se plausible,
is liable, an experienec too frequenmtly-shmews, to carry away, by its so-called
comnmon-sense power, the popular assent, and evade the scrutiny of its
own nerit, bu this real or fictitions. We plead for our frankness, and
look to the support of candid ooservers, in uniesitating'y declaring that
this idea is no better than a chimera. Were it true, one of two alterna-
ti-e must follow, either that we have not yet reached the proper treat-
ment of disease, nur pathology being incorrect, or that the pathology
being found, our treatment continues unsettled. Either suppositioln
necessarily follows fron the consideration ofthe occurrences of every-
day bi- There, practice and theory-performances and pri nciples-are
sadly at an issue ; strange contradictions and wild inconsistencies
abouinding in rich piefusion, as nobody can deny. Men are found en-
tertaining the most opposite opinins upon some common subject, and
yet in practice a strong similiarity, or positive identity marks the means
which each brings to the relief of bis patients. Men, again, there are,
favored with a unity of scholastie views, who, wlen the season arrives
for their practical application or employmentadopt and pursue sanitary
measures the mo«t strongiy diflerential in intention cs well as in opera-
tion.

These renarks are borne ont by the subject tow under review. What
is Epilepsy i The general p inciples of power and debility, ton# and of
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